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Message from the College Leaders...

Dates for your Diary

Mr G Bastock
Well done Orion on a successful half term 2: all students supported the Children in Need
and attendance is increasing (O3 lead the way on 98%). I am looking forward to Orion’s
stalls at the Christmas Fair where students have the opportunity to raise more money at
the end of the term.
A quick reminder to all students in Orion to log your merit stickers. New items have been
added to the rewards shop based on all the recommendations given by the student
council.

Thursday, 15th December 2016
Christmas Fayre; Term Ends

Mrs M McNamara

Thursday, 12th January 2017
4.30pm - 7.30pm
Years 7 and 9 Parents’ Evening

Last week students enjoyed raising money for Children in Need by participating in
non-school uniform and buying the delicious cakes on sale. Well done everyone!
A huge congratulations to Bradley Clapham for gaining 100 merits last half term. He
was awarded his bronze certificate in assembly this week, the first to be issued in the
school this year. Finally, congratulations to P3 for achieving 95.3% attendance last
week - the highest in Pictor.

Mr D Gariff
A fantastic effort by all Vela students contributing to the Children in Need non-school
uniform day. It's always nice to see cakes being eaten for charity and not just lunch as
part of the 6th form bake sale. As the days continue to get darker and the weather more
miserable can we continue our positive approach to attendance please. Good luck to all
the Year 11's starting their mock exams on Monday 28th November and it was great to
see so many of you at the 6th form open evening.

Miss N Crehan
I would like to congratulate the 124 students who were invited to join the Attitude and
Attendance rewards last half-term. These students achieved exceptional standards of
behaviour, and attitude to learning and were present in school for over 97% of their
time. I would personally like to thank these students for their continued effort and would
like to remind students that this half-term's attitude and attendance reward is the
'Animal Man'. This was requested by student council and is already booked for the last
week of half-term. With a fresh start approach, we would like to see as many of our
students as possible involved in this reward.

Friday, 16th December 2016
Inset Day
Tuesday, 3rd January 2017
Students return to school

Tuesday, 24th January 2017
6.00pm—7.30pm
Parents Information Evening
Wednesday, 25th January 2017
4.30pm—7.00pm
Year 10 Parents’ Evening
Thursday, 26th January 2017
6.00pm—7.00pm
Parent/Carer Working Party
Friday, 17th February 2017
Last day of term.
Monday 27th February 2017
Students return to school.
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Parent Portal
All parents/carers should now have their usernames and passwords to access the Parent Portal. If you have any queries or need any support
please contact Mrs Una Jones in Student Services on 01527 830726.
All future reports for Year 7 and 9 students will be uploaded onto the portal and you will receive a text message when they are available for
access.

Remembrance Day
On Armistice day Friday, 11th November 2016, Tudor Grange Academy
Redditch observed a two minute silence for remembrance. The whole academy including years 7-13, cadets, teaching staff and all other support staff
assembled on the tennis courts at 10.50 am. The parade started with second
Lieutenant Laura Peil bringing the cadets to attention. Wreaths were laid at
the cenotaph by the Principal Mrs Bolter followed by one wreath for each
college then our Cadets James Shaw, Luke Allsop, Sarah Treadwell, Nathan
Huxley, Tom Barratt, Jade Stokes, Aimee Allcott, Thomas Braidwood and
Zak Ilyas each laid a remembrance cross.
Cadets stood at attention for the playing of the last post while Lt. Laura Peil
took the salute. The first three lines of the “Ode to Remembrance” was read
by Daniel Stanley to signal the start of the two minutes silence. The end of
the silence was broken by the playing of the Reveille and the parade ended
with Daniel Stanley reading the last line:
“When you go home, tell them of us and say. For your tomorrow we gave our
today.”
It was a very moving event and the students were outstanding.

Year 7 Speed Dating with Books
On Friday, 18th November, our Year 7 students took part in an activity called ‘speed dating with books’. This is the first round in the
Worcestershire Teen Book Award where the students look at a total of 32, voting for the six titles that they would like to read. Once
all the votes have been counted from the Worcestershire schools taking part, a shortlist of six will be announced. The criteria for this
award is all titles have been published from November 2015 through to October 2016; they are aimed at readers in years 7-9 and
they cannot be a sequel.
As soon as the final six books are short-listed, we will be encouraging the
students to read as many as possible. There will be a celebration at
Worcester County Hall at the end of March 2017.
The students, together
with their English teacher,
Mrs Hartis, and librarian,
Mrs Billingham, had great
fun looking at all these
new books, the covers,
the ‘blurb’ on the back,
discussing what they liked
about them, or in some
cases what they did not!

The six titles chosen by our students were:
The Nest by Kenneth Oppel
The Trap by Alan Gibbons
Lying About Last Summer by Sue Wallman
Jacky Ha-Ha by James Patterson
Alpha by Barroux
Death or Ice Cream? by Gareth P Jones
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Focus on Art & Design

Miss Moulton’s Artists of the Month
Congratulations to Merlin Smith (Yr 9) who is this month’s artist of the
month. Merlin is extremely talented and is already racing ahead with
her first GCSE project, based on Natural forms. This is her Artist
Research page on Georgia O’Keeffe. Merlin is definitely one to watch
in terms of her artwork!

Natural Forms, Merlin Smith Year 9
Year 10 art students have been working hard in the ceramics
room. Here are the final outcomes for a project based on
cityscapes, fresh out of the kiln. The students studied the work
of a range of architects and artists before designing their
ceramic piece. Their next job is to spray paint them to add a
metallic finish, to give them an industrial finished look.

Year 10 Ceramics

Feckenham First School Support — Art Day
Picasso Art

Year 3 and 4 pupils from Feckenham First School joined us in the Art Department
for an exciting day of workshops. As students have been learning about Cubism
and Picasso in their school, they came to TGAR to create a self-portrait with
photography and collage methods, resulting in them developing their own ceramic
cubist face.
All pupils were excellently behaved and were such a pleasure to have in school.
So many staff and students from TGAR commented on how lovely it was to have
them on site. We look forward to working closely with the school in future. Watch
this space for more developments!
Also, Miss Moulton would like to extend a massive thank you to all the 6 th form
students who came to support the pupils in their workshops expressing that they
couldn’t have done it without them!

Feckenham First School Students

Fun with the Sixth Formers

Cubism
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Around the School

Fundraising
Mrs. Dart and
Mrs. Curtis with
Years 7 and 9
students.

£220.00

Mrs Dart and Mrs Curtis, Learning Mentors shocked the students on fund raising day when they appeared in their school uniforms.
The students have been busy fundraising for Children in Need by supporting the charity with a non-uniform day and cake sale, however much to
their surprise the staff surprised them this morning by turning up in uniforms themselves.
Mrs Dart said “We have had such much fun with the students today. They put me on report this morning and they have been nagging me all day to
tuck my shirt in and keep my top button done up. It has been a great way to have some fun with the students but more importantly raise money for
such a good cause.”
Emily Barker, a Sixth Form student who has been responsible for leading on the charity events for Children in Need, said: “We are really pleased
with how today went and our cake sale sold out really quickly. We’ve raised hundreds of although we haven’t finished the final count but it’s the most
we’ve ever raised for charity. We all had such a good day.” The total amount raised was £220.00.

School Rewards and Awards
Each Half-Term there will be a ‘Student of the Half-Term’ Award, this is an award nominated by our students. The Principal will select a boy and
girl overall and the College Leaders will each choose a boy and girl from each of their own colleges. Nominations are students who deserve to be
recognised for their attitude and/or achievements for that particular half term.
The award can either be for an academic achievement or a personal achievement. All nominees will receive a certificate with the additional award
of a £15.00 Amazon voucher from the Principal and a £10.00 Amazon voucher from College Leaders. Autumn half term 1 nominees were:

Principal Award
Lilly Kaur
Josh Shewell
Orion Award
Leah Share
George Widdop

Vela Award
Justice Jones
Joe Thomspon

Reading Intervention
Following reading tests, the school has identified some students in Years 7,
9 and 10 who would find reading intervention sessions beneficial to their
learning. Parents of those students were invited to an open morning on
Monday 21st November. Staff were on hand to discuss what was being put
in place and how they could support their sons/ daughters at home. A
number of parents attended this successful open morning in the school
library and were very positive and supportive.
The Academy is using Lexia Strategies, a reading computer programme
that provides practice and instruction in foundational reading skills. This is a
web-based programme and can be downloaded at home onto computers,
iPads or Android tablets.
Should parents/carers wish to use this programme at home to support their
sons/daughters, we would ask them to contact Mrs. Margaret Billingham on
the Academy number or by email: mbillingham@redditch.tgacademy.org.uk
for the details.

Pictor Award
Missy Harrison
Reece Wood

Christmas lunch
Wednesday, 14th December
Main
Roast Norfolk Turkey or Roast Pork
Sage and Onion Seasoning , Pigs in blanket and gravy
or
Nut Roast Sliced
Served with roast potatoes,
roasted parsnip, carrots , french beans , sprouts
Desert
Triple Chocolate Gateaux
or
Christmas pudding and custard
or
Mince pies
£2.20
Also available
Christmas hot bap
Turkey bap £1.00
Pork bap £1.00
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Message from the Principal
We've had a great couple of weeks at the academy that have seen us make the local press a few times. Our Remembrance Day parade
was inspiring. The whole school community came together to pay their respects. I couldn't have been more proud of our fantastic students and
staff. It is on these occasions that you really see what a wonderful community we have. Once again last week, our community came together
for Children in Need and the students raised hundreds of pounds for charity. We also saw Feckenham First School come in for an Art Day last
week and it was lovely to be able to host them and provide a day full of fun and enthusiasm. We very much look forward to welcoming more
First Schools in to work with us.
Over the past couple of weeks we have not only been receiving good press stories but I have been overwhelmed by the wonderful emails I
have received about the academy and individual staff members. Thank you to everyone who has taken the time to write in, it is lovely to receive
such positive emails. We are currently putting together a book on reception with press stories and positive comments from parents so if you'd
like to be part of this, please feel free to email comments to myself or Andrea Green.
Thank you all for your ongoing support.

Mrs. J Bolter

Parent/Carer Working Party

Initial enquires can be sent to Andrea Green, Principal's PA on agreen@redditch.tgacademy.org.uk

Parent Information Evening: E - Safety Awareness
Thanks to those parents who attended the E-Safety parents information evening on 23rd November. For those that couldn't attend,
please feel free to contact Mr Gariff who will happily pass on any information.
The next Parent Information evening is on Tuesday, 24th January 2017 and the subject will be on GCSE Reform and Grading
Changes.
Future dates for your diary: 28th March, 9th May and 13th June 2017

Performing Arts Showcase
We had a full audience in the theatre who came to support the students on Wednesday, 23 November in their Autumn Term
showcase, including some of our governing body. They came to celebrate the fantastic work of the students in Years 10-13 studying
BTEC Dance, Music and Performing Arts.
A lot of the pieces were examination work, so it was a nice opportunity for friends and family to see what was achieved with all the
hard work the student have put in so far. The performers were also a part of the audience so they could share each others work and
support one another. The atmosphere was fantastic and we are all really proud of our students.
Look out for the full story in the next issue of the newsletter in December.

PE Extra Curricular
Oct—Dec 2016

What’s going on update…. November 2016

The parent/carer working party met on Wednesday, 23rd November. The group are a working party that work alongside Mrs Bolter
and Steve Bayliss, who is one of our parent governors. The focus for the meeting was looking at marketing opportunities and good
press. If anyone would like to complete a google review on the school or write in with a positive testimonial the group would be very
grateful for this. The group is always looking for new enthusiastic volunteers too so please do get in touch if you'd like to join us!
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Slam-dunk!
Congratulations
again to the Year 10
Basketball
teams second match
of the season
beating
St. Augustines
38 - 22

Every Newsletter we will introduce some
of our fantastic staff members to you:
Teaching Assistants
We are so lucky here at Tudor Grange, to have a team of great teaching assistants that display the commitment needed to ensure that all
students have the opportunity to progress in, and out, of lessons. Team 'Hive' consists of a range of teaching assistants that support students
in multiple ways. They can be seen working with students in a 1-2-1 capacity, in small groups, and in timetabled lessons. They are specialists
that run bespoke interventions for ASD, handwriting, reading and writing, emotional support and anger management. Team 'Hive' believe that
every child has the ability to be successful and work hard to ensure that this potential is unlocked, no matter what the barrier.

Mrs K Broad
My background was in banking, but I needed a new challenging role and I became a Teaching Assistant. I have been here at TGAR for 3 years
and based in the Mainstream Autism Base (MAB), where I am now taking responsibility for the tutor group. On a day to day basis I ensure the
students are equipped and prepared for the day and just being here to liaise with teaching staff if there are any issues to ensure they are able
to access mainstream. I support all the students in the MAB in a variety of ways which include, emotional, pastoral and educational, to help
them to succeed on a daily basis.

Mrs A Price
I have worked in the education sector for most of my career and at TGAR for the past 17 years and seen many changes. My speciality area
has been working with students in SEN which has always been a joy. I hope that I have made a difference to their education, development and
school life. I now work closely with the Year 11 students in the ‘The Purple Plus Group’.

Mrs S Thomson
After gaining my Higher Level Teaching Assistant Status I was lucky enough to be given the opportunity to start working here that was almost
seven years ago where I have the pleasure of supporting some amazing and very talented students in both their academic studies and their
person development. I also enjoy delivering intervention programmes for handwriting, reading and literacy and seeing the impact this type of
intervention can have on students is very rewarding. I spend most of my spare time with my family and friends. I also enjoy the occasional
Zumba class.

Mrs D Turner
Like my colleagues I have seen many changes in my 12 years tenure working at TGAR. I really enjoy the work I do, having the opportunity to
work with and support students across the academy.
On a personal note in my spare time I enjoy walking and being accompanied by my dogs, Pepper, Olive and Basil who are quite keen on it too!

Mrs P Warr
Teaching Assistant
My career has evolved around the education sector before my appointment at TGAR in 2009 where I have previously worked in Middle and
High schools in Worcestershire and Norfolk. I support students across all subject areas but in particular in Technology and Science. On a personal note I am a keen gardener and enjoy the outdoors with my dogs.

Mr M Ryder
Teaching Assistant
I have worked at TGAR and its predecessor school since 2004 in the SEN department and Mainstream Autism Base. During that time I have
worked closely on the ASDAN course and have delivered the Entry Level Course in ICT. More recently I have taken on the role of Specialist
Assessor within the school testing students for their access arrangements for their exams.

Tudor Grange Academy Redditch
Woodrow Dirve
Redditch
Worcestershire
B98 7UH
Phone: 01527 523088
Fax: 01527 514245
E-mail: office@redditch.tgacademy.org.uk

Any Questions?
If you have any queries about the items in this newsletter please
contact office@redditch.tgacademy.org.uk
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