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Dates for your Diary

Message from the College Leaders...
Mr G Bastock

Welcome back to the New Year I hope everyone is ready for the big effort in
the run up to the summer. It will not be long until the exams are here.
I would like to congratulate George S Evans and Ashleigh Jones who both
achieved the College Leader award last half term. They both had 100%
attendance as well as 100% punctuality for the whole of the term. Orion
college also received both nominations for the Principal’s award so huge
congratulations to Amber Parker and Miguel Brandao for their achievements.
Both students have made great progress in the last term. Well done to all our
award winners!
With the current cold and dark weather I would like to ask all students to be
careful on their journeys to and from school and remain safe at all times.

Mrs M McNamara

Happy New Year and a warm welcome back to Pictor students. In last week’s
assembly the awards for ‘Student of the Half Term’ were announced. Fern
Wilkinson has accumulated 51 points as part of the Carrot Rewards so far this
year; the highest amount for a girl in Pictor and Jay Robins has accumulated
29 points. Well done to both students! This week we will be celebrating all
those students that have achieved 100% attendance so congratulations go to
those students as well.
A huge thank you to all those staff and students who participated in the
Christmas Fayre at the end of term. Particular praise goes to P1 and P5 who
raised the most money for Pictor College. Well done everyone!

Mr D Gariff

Great to see so many Vela students being awarded their 100% attendance
letters from half term 2.
Congratulations to Lauren Wright for her outstanding performances in the
Performing Arts Showcase and to George Brind for his support and work with
our new students, helping them to settle in.
Please can we continue our excellent attitude to attendance and punctuality.
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Severe Weather Warnings
Parents/Carers please be reminded any closures for school due to severe weather will be
posted on our TGAR school website and notified by text message. All school closures will
also be announced on the local radio stations.

Thursday, 12th January 2017
4.30pm - 7.00pm
Years 7 and 9 Parents’ Evening
Tuesday, 24th January 2017
6.00pm—7.00pm
Parents Information Evening
Wednesday, 25th January 2017
4.30pm—7.00pm
Year 10 Parents’ Evening
Thursday, 26th January 2017
6.00pm — 7.00pm
Parent/Carer Working Party
Wednesday, 15th February 2017
7.00pm — 9.00pm
Valentines Talent Show
Friday, 17th February 2017
Last day of term.
Monday, 27th February 2017
Students return to school.
Wednesday, 15th March 2017
7.00pm - Whole School Production
Wednesday, 29th March 2017
6.00pm—8.30pm
TGAR Academy Awards Ceremony

Artist of the Month

December’s 2016 Artist
of the Month is Ellie Heel
in Year 7.
As part of the ‘Giraphics’
project, Students were
asked to create a logo, a
personalised font and a
poster. For her illustrated
story, Ellie created a
safari themed graphic
design.
Well done Ellie!

Christmas Fayre Fundraising…..
A fantastic effort made by all
students and staff for our
Christmas Fayre which
included ‘Christmas Jumper
Day’ held on Wednesday,
14th December 2016.
The money raised has been
donated to “Save the
Children”.
Thank you for your
donations and support.

Performing Arts
We have some extremely talented students here at TGA and I am
always proud of them when they take to the stage in our showcases and
productions. A highlight of my time at this school has been taking the
role of Musical Director for our annual production last year. Beauty and
the Beast was a real success and our cast were outstanding, I will admit
to having a few tears on closing night when all the hard work had come
to an end. We have a great department here at TGAR and I am enjoying
working with Mrs Rivett again on our annual production for 2017, ''The
Sound of Musicals'', please come and support our talented students on
March 15th & 16th, we hope to see you there!

£512.98

A huge thank you to the Year 12 and 13 Performing Arts
students, Mrs Rivett, Mrs Bolter and members of SLT
who joined us on Thursday, 15th December for the
Woodrow Community Carol service. The service was
led by Canon Garth Nathaniel and included students
from Woodrow First School, Little Angels nursery and St
Thomas More School followed by a reading from
Counsellor Joe Baker. Tudor Grange students and staff
performed 'Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas' and
'Merry Christmas Everyone'. Thank you for helping
us support this community event.
Mrs Wright
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Tudor Grange Academy Redditch proudly presents

Performances:
March 15th, 1pm and 7pm
March 16th, 1pm and 7pm

PE Extra Curricular
Jan 2017—Feb 2017

Tickets £8.50 Adults / £6.00 concessions

Jan—April
2017

Lunchtime

After School

MONDAY

Indoor Football Yrs. 7-10 (ATR) - Sports Hall
Computer room - S9
Film Club - S10

Badminton (RYK)- Sports Hall
Fitness Suite (DCY)- Multi-gym
Homework Club (MBM) - Library

TUESDAY

Netball (RBE) - Sports Hall
Maths Games Club Yr. 7 (ABS) - M3
Computer room - S9
Film Club - S10

Swimming (ATR) - Pool
Basketball (RNN) - Sports Hall
Homework Club (MBM) - Library
CCF (LPL) - Technology Block

WEDNESDAY

Basketball (RBE) - Sports Hall
Computer room - S9
Film Club - S10

Swimming (RNN) - Pool
Netball (RBE) - Sportshall
Homework Club (MBM) - Library

THURSDAY

Handball (ATR) - Sport Hall
Computer room - S9
Film Club - S10

Table Tennis (RYK)
Indoor Hockey (ATR)
Trampolining (RBE)
Fitness Suite (DCY)- Multigym
Homework Club (MBM) - Library

FRIDAY

***NEW*** Computer Club (CGE) - IT1
Film Club - S10
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Message from the Principal
Welcome back to the new term and I wish you all a very Happy New Year. I hope you had an enjoyable Christmas break and
are ready for 2017. I am very much looking forward to this year and seeing the Academy go from strength to strength. We are
determined to make 2017 the best year to date.
We do have a very important term ahead of us, where everyone will be working exceptionally hard and striving to do their very
best to achieve great results. Our Year 11, 12 and 13 students are in the final stages of preparing for their GCSE and A level
exams. We have a full study support programme for them and an external company 'Elevate' working with them on exam tips
and techniques to help them through the exam season. We have high expectations of all our students, no matter what their
starting points and believe that everyone has the ability and capacity to succeed and we will do everything possible to help
them achieve this.
Staffing
I just want to give you a quick staffing update too. As in most schools nationally, the end of term sees some staff move on. Mr
Sam Thomas, MFL, has taken on a new career in industry working within the logistics sector. We wish him well in his new
career. Miss Sinead Healey, English, has moved to Australia to teach English in sunnier climates! Miss Chloe Hartiss was a
trainee teacher with the Academy who has moved on to look at other career options. Finally Mr Zohaib Arif, Sociology teacher
has left to complete his PHd work. Mr Arif was completing his PHd studies whilst teaching and now he is in the final stage of
his PHd he is committing to this full time. We wish them all the best of luck in their new ventures.
The Academy is fully staffed this term and we are delighted to welcome the following staff:
Mrs Cindy Busby – Sociology
Mrs Karen Griffiths – English
Mr John Durham - Modern Foreign Languages
Mrs Amanda Barnes – RE/History
Mrs Sarah Boyce Parkinson – Science
I look forward to a great term and please do remember that we are a community and we welcome your help and support with
school events, our parent working group, and moving our school forward. I hope you will have also seen the recent positive
press that the Academy has been receiving and we will continue to promote all of the activities and achievements that we are
proud of.
We are always happy to hear from you.
Best wishes,

What’s going on?………January 2017

Jodie

Parent/Carer Working Party

Our parent/carer working party is a group that work in collaboration with the school to improve on any issues or items
raised through the parental body. Our next meeting will be held on Thursday, 26th January: 2017, 6.00pm — 7.00pm
If you'd like to be involved in our parent working group please do not hesitate to contact us.
For more information please email Andrea Green on agreen@redditch.tgacademy.org.uk

Parent Information Evening

The next meeting will also be held on Tuesday, 24th January 2017: 6.00pm —7.00pm. The presentation is about
GCSE Reform for Students and Parents, we look forward to seeing you there.
For more information please email Andrea Green on agreen@redditch.tgacademy.org.uk
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Take a bow Performing
Staff…
Mrs Sophie Watson
Head of Performing Arts
Mrs Sophie Watson is currently on maternity leave and in her absence Mr Alex Tranter is Acting Head of Department.

Mrs Cassie Rivett
Performing Arts (Dance and Drama)
I started working at the school in 2009 and in that time I have also been Head of Performing Arts for three years.
I love working in the Performing Arts Department as it is like a family. We have a great performing arts team and
always had a friendly, hardworking company for our school productions. I enjoy being able to teach and share my
passion for the performing arts with our students at Tudor Grange. I have been connected to performing arts all
my life. I studied a Performing Arts Diploma at College, then went on to studied a Degree in Dance at The
University of Birmingham and decided to train and do my PGCE to be a specialist dance teacher.
I also gained professional certificates in dance and performance from a young age in ballet, tap, modern dance
and musical theatre with The Royal Academy of Dance and British Ballet Organisation. I have always performed
on stage and still do today. I am a member of two amateur dramatic societies and my most enjoyable role to date
is playing Lily St Regis in Annie. I am also a dance tutor and choreographer for Stagecoach, Vocalize and Harlequins. So as you can see my
whole life is centered-around the performing arts!

Mrs Tracy Wright
Performing Arts Teacher
I started working at TGAR in September 2014 for a few hours a week to cover as a music specialist, by January
2015 I joined the school as a full time permanent member of the Performing Arts Department.
I started singing lessons at the age of 9 after being ‘spotted’ in a school performance. I soon discovered my love
of music and started developing my studies further on Piano and Clarinet. I decided to take singing more seriously
when I was awarded the Alcester Singers Young Musician of the Year award in 1987 which included an award for
advanced Singing Tuition at the Birmingham Conservatoire. I then achieved Grade VIII Singing (Trinity College
London), Grade VIII Voice (ABRSM) and Advanced Certificate in Singing (ABRSM)
After Sixth Form I accepted a place on the College Diploma Course at the City of Leeds College of Music as a first
study singer and second study pianist where I was also awarded the Leeds Musical Soirees Prize for Singing (1992 &1993) and the Douglas
Robinson Memorial Prize for Opera (1993). In 1993 I continued my studies at the UCE & Birmingham Conservatoire, Graduating with B.Ed Music
Qualified Teacher Status in 1995 and the Jane Crawford Memorial Prize for Achievement in Secondary Education from the University of Central
England.
I spent 6 years as a Classroom Teacher of Music and left the position in 2001 to set up my own Private Teaching Practice and pursue a career as
a peripatetic Singing Teacher in schools around Worcestershire & Birmingham.
I have always had a passion for Musical Theatre and wanted to open a local Performing Arts Centre for children in the Redditch community. In
2009 that Dream became a reality when I opened ‘Vocalize Performing Arts Academy’ starting with a few of my local singing students. After a
very short time there was a demand for Drama and Dance. By May 2010 I had welcomed a team of tutors to join Vocalize which we now run from
TGAR Theatre.
I continue to perform myself and take to the stage as a soloist including taking the role of ‘Mrs Potts’ in the ROS production of Beauty and the
Beast and I was invited as guest soloist to close the Centenary Celebrations at the Palace Theatre in 2013 hosted by Don Maclean. I have been
a soloist for many years with Choral groups, singing both home and abroad in some of the most prestigious venues including Westminster Abbey,
St Pauls Cathedral and Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris.

Tudor Grange Academy Redditch
Woodrow Dirve
Redditch
Worcestershire
B98 7UH
Phone: 01527 523088
Fax: 01527 514245
E-mail: office@redditch.tgacademy.org.uk

Any Questions?
If you have any queries about the items in this newsletter please
contact office@redditch.tgacademy.org.uk
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