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Message from the College Leaders...

Dates for your Diary

Mr G Bastock
It has been a great two weeks reviewing students’ progress so far in their
studies. So many students are making excellent progress – well done! Year 11 will
soon be given some feedback on their progress towards their GCSE’s, only 16
weeks away now! Time to set-up and start the revision plan. I am really pleased to
see a large number of year 10’s have managed to secure their work experience for
the end of the year. If any of year 10 students need some help to find their work
placement they do need to ask at Student Services.
Also on the up is attendance. Well done to O3, who are leading the way with an
impressive 97.9% attendance rate. The challenge is now on for the other form
groups.

Mrs M McNamara
It has been a busy half term so far, particularly for Year 11 as they countdown to
their GCSE examinations. A reminder to all Year 11 to check the after school
revision timetable offered by subjects and make the most of every opportunity
available.
Students need to ensure they are logging their carrot rewards. Certificates are
awarded for reaching certain milestones with their merit points and some students
have already had certificates, others are really close to being given certificates.
Caitlyn Jones and Bradley Clapham currently have the most Carrot reward points
for Pictor – Well done!

Mr D Gariff
Well Done! to V3 who have had 97.5% cumulative attendance. Congratulations to
the 46 students who got a 100% attendance last half term, it was pleasing to see
Vela had 11 more students than any other college.
I hope year 11’s are preparing for their next set of mocks in March and encourage
them to make use of their progress booklets, which will be issued by their tutors this
week. It’s been nice talking to so many Year 10s who have secured themselves
work experience in July. If you have any queries or questions please don’t hesitate
to contact me.

Attendance

Wednesday, 8th February 2017
6.00pm — 7.00pm
Parent/Carer Working Party
Wednesday, 15th February 2017
7.00pm — 9.00pm
Valentines Talent Show
Friday, 17th February 2017
Last day Half Term 3
Monday, 27th February 2017
Students return to school.
Wednesday, 15th March 2017
7.00pm — 8.30pm
The Sound of Musicals
Thursday, 16th March 2017
7.00pm — 8.30pm
The Sound of Musicals
Wednesday, 29th March 2017
6.00pm — 8.30pm
TGAR Academy Awards Ceremony
Thursday, 6th April 2017
Last day of Half Term 4
Monday, 24th April 2017
Students return
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Protecting and Safeguarding your Child
Year 11 Immunisation — Helping to protect your child against Meningococcal disease. Coventry and Warwickshire Partnership NHS
are offering you the opportunity to immunise your child. They will be coming to Tudor Grange Academy Redditch Friday, 3rd March 2017 to
administer the injections.
Each pack contains a letter and information leaflet in addition to the Meningitis ACWY Vaccination Consent Form that every parent should
complete, sign and return by Friday, 17 February 2017, even if you are refusing the vaccination.

Non Prescription Medication — If your child needs to take non-prescription medication (such as paracetamol), please ensure they are
handed into student services with a signed note indicating the time and dose to be taken.

Around the School

What to read now?
AN EXTRAORDINARY NOVEL OF LOVE, LOSS AND HOPE

An Extraordinary novel of love, loss and hope
The monster does not come walking often. This time it comes to Conor, and it asks for the one
thing Conor cannot bring himself to do “tell the truth”.
This is a very touching story about a boy who feels very damaged, guilty and mostly angry. He
struggles at school with bullies, and pitying looks from everyone, and at home with his mother's
sickness.
Will Conor overcome his problems? Will everything be okay?
Will Conor be able to speak the truth?
Copies of the book are available in the school library.

Years 7 and 9 Computer
Science Club
Friday Lunchtimes in IT1

Tudor Grange Academy Redditch

Severn Rocks Redditch

Performances:
March 15th, 1pm and 7pm
March 16th, 1pm and 7pm
Tickets £8.50 Adults / £6.00 concessions

Severn Rocks Redditch
Severn Rocks launches in Redditch on 28th February 2017, providing a place for
young musicians to meet, jam and form bands. Guided and supported by the skilled
Severn Arts Team who are professional musicians, students will learn, write and
perform music across many exciting modern genres.
As an introductory offer, Severn Rocks will be free to join until the end of the Spring Term!
The group will run on Tuesdays after school at Tudor Grange Academy, Redditch and will be split into two parts:
4.30pm – 5.30pm – Ages 9-13 and 5.30pm – 6.30pm – Ages 14-18
Severn Rocks is open to singers/rappers, guitarists, bassists, keyboard players and drummers. All abilities and genres are welcome.
Sessions will run for 9 weeks each term, normally at a cost of £50 (the first invoices will be for Summer Term). To take part, complete
the form on website. Please note that no pupil can attend until a form has been submitted to the office. For more information please go
to https://www.severnarts.org.uk/rock-band/severn-rock-redditch/
National Schools Badminton Championships 2016-17
On Friday, 13th January 2017 Tudor Grange Academy Redditch students competed in the
Redditch district Badminton tournament.
TGAR year 11 boys team, Will Clissett, George Brind, Isaac Watts, Michael Morrison,
Flynn Duggan came second in the KS4 tournament and our year 9 boys team, Harry
Brind, Jude Hill, Charlie Baldwyn, Henry Willison won the KS3 tournament.
Both boys team now progress to the County Tournament on Friday, 3 rd February at
Perdiswell, Worcester.
A massive congratulations to all students who competed!

Slam-dunk!
Congratulations
to Year 10 boys
Basketball
teams beating
Waseley Hills
Year 11 boys
50 — 26
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Focus on Humanities

History
A common question asked of a History teacher…...
Sir, why do you teach history? The events are in the past
There is no correct answer to this. My top 5 reasons for teaching history are:

1. History provides students an opportunity to develop basic academic skills (reading, writing, and analytical
thinking).
2. History helps students better understand the world in which they live.
3. History helps students understand human beings and, in the process, understand themselves as individuals.
4. History allows students to gain perspective and learn to see a bigger picture.
5. History can help students feel a sense of connection to the past.
Recently we have said goodbye to Ms Healey as she travels to the other side of the globe to start her new career in
Australia, we wish her well in her new venture and welcome Mrs Barnes to the department who teaches Year 9
History, and Years 7 and 11 RE.

From the Past to the Future….looking into 2017

Our History department are in the process engaging a expert guest on
medieval medicine to deliver a lesson to our Year 10 History students, giving
them a taste of how gruesome and creative Medieval Medicine was within
England over the centuries.

Due to the previous success of the World War One Battlefields trip to
France. We are in the process of discussing and planning the next trip. We
hope that your son or daughter is able to join us and have the opportunity to
be part of this fantastic opportunity. Letters will be sent home when plans
and details have been agreed.
Finally, priorities for the forthcoming academic year is to ensure that Year 11
History and RE students are ready for the Summer exams. It’s never to early
to start revising!
Dominic Devlin

Geography and Travel & Tourism
Our current year 11’s are putting their finishing
touches to their Geography coursework.
Pupils went to sunny Stratford-Upon-Avon at the end
of the summer term to investigate the positive and
negative effects of tourism on this historical town.
We will shortly be taking Year 12’s on a two day
fieldtrip to investigate rivers and changing places in
Shropshire.
For GCSE, Year 10’s will be investigating rivers and
urban environments as part of their preparation for
Year 11 final exams.
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Message from the Principal
I hope everyone has had a good start to 2017 and is managing to keep to their resolutions! One of our resolutions this
year, is to celebrate and show off our student’s great work so I hope that you will take the time to look at the wonderful art
sculptures on display in reception. You will also see in reception our display of student awards and nominations so please do
take the time to read these too.
Our Year 11 students have now received their first set of mock exams and will shortly be preparing for their next set so it is an
important time for them in their school career. We understand that this can also be a stressful time and we have a number of
exam stress busting strategies that we use with them. As a reminder we also have our school nurse on site and our friendly pet
therapist Ozzie the dog so please do let us know if you feel your child needs any support with exam nerves or anxiety. It is
important to us that we look after the well-being of our students.
As a reminder we are always looking for new volunteers to join our parent/carer working party so please do get in touch if you'd
like to be part of this.
Jodie

What’s going on update….

Parent/Carer Working Party
Our parent/carer working party is a group that work in collaboration with the school to improve on any issues or items raised through
the parental body. Our next meeting will be held on Wednesday, 8th February 2017 — 6.00pm — 7.00pm
If you'd like to be involved in our parent working group please do not hesitate to contact us.
Initial enquires can be sent to Andrea Green, Principal's PA on agreen@redditch.tgacademy.org.uk

Parent Information Evening
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, 28th March 2017: 6.00pm —7.00pm. Look out in future Newsletters for the presentation
subject which will be confirmed nearer the time. We look forward to seeing you there.
For more information please email Andrea Green on agreen@redditch.tgacademy.org.uk

Jan—April

Lunchtime

2017

Indoor Football Yrs. 7-10 (ATR) - Sports Hall

Badminton (RYK)- Sports Hall

Computer room - S9

Fitness Suite (DCY)- Multi-gym

Film Club - S10

Homework Club (MBM) - Library

PE Extra Curricular
Jan — Apr 2017

MONDAY

TUESDAY

After School

Netball (RBE) - Sports Hall

Swimming (ATR) - Pool

Maths Games Club Yr. 7 (ABS) - M3

Basketball (RNN) - Sports Hall

Computer room - S9

Homework Club (MBM) - Library

Film Club - S10

CCF (LPL) - Technology Block

Basketball (RBE) - Sports Hall

Swimming (RNN) - Pool

Computer room - S9

Netball (RBE) - Sportshall

Film Club - S10

Homework Club (MBM) - Library

Handball (ATR) - Sport Hall

Indoor Hockey (ATR)

WEDNESDAY

Table Tennis (RYK)
THURSDAY

Computer room - S9

Trampolining (RBE)

Film Club - S10

Fitness Suite (DCY)- Multigym
Homework Club (MBM) - Library

FRIDAY

***NEW*** Computer Club (CGE) - IT1
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Film Club - S10

Humanities Department…
History, Geography, RE, Travel and Tourism

Mr Dominic Devlin
Teacher of History
I qualified as a teacher through the Tudor Grange Academy School Centred Initial Teacher Training
programme (SCITT.) This was an incredibly insightful course which allowed me to be extremely hands
on during my training. I qualified as a teacher of History in May 2015.
The reason why I wanted to be a teacher was because I wanted to give back to students who have yet
to be inspired by the study of History. My History teacher at school was called Mr James. By far,
Mr James was the most inspiring, knowledgeable, approachable and hard working teacher who
transformed history for me from a hobby, into my sole passion. My teaching goal is to inspire students
to constantly investigate the past, so that they can comprehend the modern day with a greater
understanding, just like my History teacher did for me.

Mrs Amanda Barnes
Teacher of Religious Education
I have been teaching for 15 years in both Warwickshire and Worcester Schools, and teaching Religious
Studies is my Passion! My objective is to make this subject the best in the school.
I have previously been involved in the Citizenship Mock Trial Competition, which is open to Year 8 and
9 students. This is something I believe is a fantastic opportunity for any students planning a career in
Law.

Miss Julie Chattoe
Teacher of Geography
I teach without a doubt the best subject at Tudor Grange – GEOGRAPHY! I have been teaching at TGR
since September 2015 and have the responsibility for teaching geography classes at Key Stage 3, 4 and
5. Furthermore I teach Travel and Tourism to the Sixth Form where we investigate travel destinations in
the UK and Europe.
I completed my PGCE in Geography at Oxford Brookes University in 1998 where I utilised my Bsc in
Geography as I have always had a passion for the subject. Since then I have been sharing my love for
human and physical geography with students in Worcestershire, Sandwell and Gloucestershire. As I say
to the pupils “without Geography you are nowhere!”

Mr Adam Folbigg
Head of Geography and Trust Lead Practitioner
I have been teaching geography for 14 years and began my teaching career in the schools previous
guise, Kingsley College. My teaching role revolves around geography and as Trust Lead Practitioner for
the subject I work with TGA Academies across the Trust to share, coordinate and facilitate areas of
expertise amongst the different geography departments. During my at Tudor Grange Academy I have
been involved in many external visits, including overseas trips to Iceland, residential trips to North Wales
and Devon, and helped with Duke of Edinburgh expeditions across the country. Geography needs to be
seen to ensure maximum learning takes place, so expect more trips in the future!
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Tudor Grange Academy Redditch
Woodrow Dirve
Redditch
Worcestershire
B98 7UH
Phone: 01527 523088
Fax: 01527 514245
E-mail: office@redditch.tgacademy.org.uk

Any Questions?
If you have any queries about the items in this newsletter
please contact office@redditch.tgacademy.org.uk
Follow us on Twitter #proudTGAR

