Issue 9: March 2017

Follow us on Twitter #proudTGAR

Dates for your Diary

Message from the College Leaders...
Mr G Bastock

A tough week for year 11’s having completed all their mock exams, looking
forward to seeing lots of successful results.
A reminder to all that uniform includes a slipover up until the Easter break,
when the warmer weather comes in after Easter slipovers will not be required.
Always great to see Orion improving on their attendance leading the way.
For any year 10 student who do not have their work experience placement for
July, Mr Edmunds, Careers Advisor has a list of places to apply to.
Please remember my Drop-in sessions are on
My Drop-in Sessions are on Monday’s between 3pm and 4.30pm.

Tuesday, 28th March 2017
6:00pm—7:00pm
Parent Information Evening and
Parent/Carer Working Party
Wednesday, 29th March 2017
6:00pm — 8:30pm
TGAR Academy Awards Ceremony
Thursday, 6th April 2017
Last day of Half Term 4
Monday, 24th April 2017
Students return

Mrs M McNamara

Last week was the school production and it was wonderful to see Pictor
students taking part. Well done to those that participated!
It’s been a busy week for our Year 11 students who have sat their mock exams.
As the end of term approaches, a reminder to Year 11 Pictor students to make
every second count in the lead up to their GCSEs. There is a Year 11 parents’
evening next week for students needing additional support to help them reach
their full potential.
Please remember my Drop-in sessions are on
Thursday’s between 3pm to 4.30pm

Wednesday, 26th April 2017
10:00am— 3:00pm
Worcestershire Summer Games
Leadership Training
Monday, 1st May 2017
May Day Bank Holiday
Thursday, 18th May 2017
6:00pm—7:00pm
Parent/Carer Forum

Mr D Gariff

Well done to all the Year 11's for working so hard during their mock exams this
week. Attendance continues to increase so keep up the excellent attitudes to
their studies. As we approach Easter, the warm weather should hopefully return
and slipovers are no longer required. However, for the remainder of this term
they are still a compulsory part of the uniform.
I like to celebrate success in assemblies but the Vela students like to hide their
achievements so please feel free to email me anything they complete that we
can celebrate inside the Academy.
Please remember my Drop-in sessions are on
Thursday’s between 3pm to 4.30pm

Friday, 26th May 2017
Last day for Summer Term 1
Monday, 5th June 2017
Students return
Wednesday, 13th June 2017
6:00pm—7:00pm
Parent Information Evening

Attendance
Orion

Pictor

Vela

Year 7

Year 9

Year 10

Year 11

95%

93.5%

93%

98%

94%

91%

93%

Year 10 Work Experience Parent/Carer Consent Forms
Year 10 work experience consent forms should now be completed, signed and submitted to student services. If your son/
daughter hasn’t got a placement secured please sign and return the consent form to student services, and contact the Work
Experience Co-ordinator, Mrs. Una Jones, to request a meeting with Mr Edmunds from In2 Ambition, who may be able to help
find a suitable placement.
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What to read now?
Larkin Mills: The Birthplace of Death!
13 stories, all with interconnecting characters who start to uncover these secrets, but just discover
more and more strange goings on!
Larkin Mills is no ordinary town. It's a place of contradictions and enigma, of secrets and mysteries.
A place with an exquisite ice cream parlour, and an awful lot of death. An extraordinary mystery in
Larkin Mills is beginning to take shape.
First we meet the apparently healthy Albert Dance, although he's always been called a sickly child,
and he's been booked into Larkin Mills Hospital for Specially Ill Children. Then there's his neighbour
Ivor, who observes strange goings-on, and begins his own investigations into why his uncle disappeared all those years ago. Next we meet Young Olive, who is given a battered accordion by her
father, and unwittingly strikes a dreadful deal with an instrument repair man. Make sure you keep
an eye on Mr Morricone, the town ice-cream seller, who has queues snaking around the block for
his legendary ice cream flavours Summer Fruits Suicide, The Christmas Massacre and Mr Milkwell,
the undertaker, who has some very dodgy secrets locked up in his
hearse.
Because if you can piece together what all these strange folks have
to do with one another ...well, you'll have begun to unlock the dark
secrets that keep the little world of Larkin Mills spinning ...
Available from the Academy library.

City Art and Photography
On the 16th March year 9 Art students went to Birmingham to take photographs
of the different architecture to be found around the city. Starting in Digbeth,
students looked at some of the amazing street art around the Custard Factory
and Floodgate Street.
We then walked up to the world famous Bullring and Selfridges building and
St. Paul's church, before going to look at the new Grand Central at New Street
Station. We then went to Victoria Square and the new Birmingham Library
before heading to Brindley Place.
We finished off the trip with a visit to the Ikon Gallery where students got to
explore the work of two very different artists, Oliver Beer, a British contemporary
artist who works in film, sculpture and sound who explores the physical properties and
emotional values of objects, and Jean Painlevé, a French photographer who was interested
in the visual properties of marine life.
The students behaviour and conduct through the trip was outstanding, and the gallery staff
were very impressed with how involved and enthusiastic the students were. Thank you to
Mrs Smith, a parent who accompanied the group, and Mr Cooney who also helped keep
the students safe while moving around the city. Well done year 9!
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Around the School

Short-listed for the
Worcestershire
Teen Book Award

Focus on Sport
“Physical Fitness is not only one of the most important keys
to a healthy body; it is the basis of dynamic and creative
intellectual activity.”
John F. Kennedy

Head of Physical Education

The Physical Education department is highly successful and provides a sport for all ethos and is committed to the development of
every student. The curriculum is varied and balanced, offering activities to meet the needs of all our students.
Key Stage 3
Each student has four hours of Physical Education a fortnight. The emphasis is on optimising the potential of every student and
the development of a healthy lifestyle. Dynamic staff place emphasis on the students’ ability to plan, problem solve, lead, make
decisions and evaluate outcomes.
Key Stage 4
Each student in year 10 has four hours of Physical Education a fortnight and those students studying GCSE PE undertake an
additional four hours a fortnight. Students in year 11 have a tailored curriculum to suit their individual needs with a wide range of
optional activities in addition to those on the mainstream curriculum such as yoga, golf, BMX, relaxation and personal training to
name a few.

Extra Curricular
The Physical Education department offers students of all abilities the opportunity
to take part in a wide variety of extra-curricular sporting activities. There are clubs/
teams in a variety of sporting activities as well as the opportunity to attend an
Outdoor Adventurous residential visit.
Students regularly gain representative honours in a range of sports and compete
locally, regionally and nationally.

Cross Country
On Monday 3rd October 2016 Jessica Cann, Jess Edwards, Caitlyn
Jones, Fern Wilkinson, Flynn Duggan, Jake Browning, Mackenzie Wright,
Henry Willison and Charlie Baldwyn competed in the National Cross
Country Cup at Bromsgrove School.
In hot conditions all TGAR students performed superbly both individually
and as part of their age group teams. Overall both the boys and girls
teams finished 2nd in the district narrowly missing out on qualifying for the
next round. Massive congratulations to all students who competed and
hopefully this performance can be taken forward into the District Cross
Country Championships in early November.

Football
Another busy start to the year with all four age groups competing both locally and
nationally.
A special mention goes to the Year 11 football team who have gone unbeaten so
far this season with the stand out performance being the 4-1 win against Trinity
High School and the 6th form team performance against King Charles School in
the County Cup.
In the 8-a-side district tournaments, the year 9 team came third in their group
with excellent performances from Jude Hill and Mackenzie Wright and in the year
10 tournament Tudor Grange won their group and were unlucky to lose in the
final on penalties to North Bromsgrove again excellent all round performances
especially from Flynn Duggan and Jake Browning.
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Focus on Sport
Football
Another busy start to the year for rugby in which we have been fortunate enough to have Chris Hargreaves working with us at the
moment as the Rugby Football Union’s Community Coach for Worcestershire. His role is to grow the game by strengthening clubs,
getting rugby onto the sporting curriculum and developing coaches and teachers.
Chris has been working each week with our Year 9 boys during curriculum time and supporting TGAR during rugby festivals
throughout the year.
In other Rugby news, Tudor Grange, Redditch hosted the first district 7’s tournament in conjunction with Worcester Warriors on
Thursday 6th October with Woodrush the eventual winners, although a strong performance from Tudor Grange to come second
beating St. Augustines, Arrowvale and Trinity. This event was extremely well received and there is the potential for another
tournament later in the year.

National Schools Badminton Championships
On Friday 13th January 2017 18 Tudor Grange Academy, Redditch students competed in the Redditch district Badminton tournament. In
a close and fiercely contested competition our TGAR year 11 boys team (Will Clissett, George Brind, Isaac Watts, Michael Morrison,
Flynn Duggan) came second in the KS4 tournament and our year 9 boys team (Harry Brind, Jude Hill, Charlie Baldwyn, Henry Willison)
won the KS3 tournament.
Both boys teams progressed to the county tournament, which took place on Friday, 3rd February at Perdiswell, Worcester.
Huge congratulations to all students who competed!

Swimming Achievements
On Wednesday 16th November 2016 Tudor Grange Academy Redditch hosted the first “Redditch District Schools Swimming Gala”.
Mackenzie Wright, Jude Hill, Ben Mara, Siljan Isufi, Jess Cann, Fern Wilkinson, Jasmine Crane, Emily Wood, Mae Fullerton.
All TGAR students performed superbly in their age categories with both Siljan Isufi and Jess Cann winning all their individual events
allowing the boys team to achieve 2nd place overall.
A superb effort from all our students and we look forward to hosting our “Aquathon” later in the year.

Winter Games
On Tuesday 7th March 8 Tudor Grange Academy Redditch students took part in
the Worcestershire School Winter Games 2017 at the University of Worcester.
Flynn Duggan, George Evans, Joe Maddocks, Bradley Price, Charlie Blake,
Jake Browning, Jake Davis and Josh Heath represented the Redditch district in
the Handball competition. This was a fantastic opportunity for our students to
represent both Tudor Grange Academy and the Redditch district in a regional
event.
Tudor Grange Academy Redditch won all their group games and narrowly lost
their semi-final finishing 4th overall.
All students demonstrated an excellent level of performance throughout the day
and were commented on as being “a credit to the school”
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TGAR springs into action to host county-wide Trampolining Competition
HUNDREDS of children from across the county visited TGAR in November 2016
with a real spring in their step.
Students from 13 Worcestershire schools visited Tudor Grange Academy for the
final of the Worcestershire Level 3 School Games Trampolining Competition.
Competitors from Tudor Grange were joined by others from Ridgeway Academy,
St Augustine’s Catholic High, Woodrush High, Blessed Edward’s, Trinity High, RSA
Academy Arrow Vale, Stourport High School, Baxter College, South Bromsgrove
High, De-Montford and Christopher Whitehead School, to battle it out for the top
spot.
During the afternoon the teams took part in many different events, but Tudor
Grange won the Bronze in the Intermediate Team Event, with Woodrush High
School scooping the Silver and Stourport High going for Gold.

Alysha Bluck demonstrating her

PE Extra Curricular
Jan — Apr 2017

trampolining skills

Head of PE at Tudor Grange, Alex Tranter said: “It was a fantastic opportunity for
our students to showcase their talents alongside others in the county. When the
venue fell through for the competition, we were more than happy to help and host
the event. It was a great day and I hope the children all enjoyed themselves”.
Mrs Jodie Bolter, Principal, Tudor Grange Academy said “It has been our pleasure
to host such a big event and it was lovely to see so many schools taking part in the
competition.”

Jan—April
2017

Lunchtime

After School

MONDAY

Indoor Football Yrs. 7-10 (ATR) - Sports Hall
Computer room - S9
Film Club - S10

Badminton (RYK)- Sports Hall
Fitness Suite (DCY)- Multi-gym
Homework Club (MBM) - Library

TUESDAY

Netball (RBE) - Sports Hall
Maths Games Club Yr. 7 (ABS) - M3
Computer room - S9
Film Club - S10

Swimming (ATR) - Pool
Basketball (RNN) - Sports Hall
Homework Club (MBM) - Library
CCF (LPL) - Technology Block

WEDNESDAY

Basketball (RBE) - Sports Hall
Computer room - S9
Film Club - S10

Swimming (RNN) - Pool
Netball (RBE) - Sports Hall
Homework Club (MBM) - Library
Personal Survival Skills - Sports Hall

THURSDAY

Handball (ATR) - Sports Hall
Computer room - S9
Film Club - S10

Table Tennis (RYK)
Indoor Hockey (ATR)
Trampolining (RBE)
Fitness Suite (DCY)- Multi-gym
Homework Club (MBM) - Library

FRIDAY

Computer Club (CGE) - IT1
Film Club - S10
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Message from the Principal
Dear All
I hope those of you that attended our School Performance enjoyed it as much as I did. We really do have a talented
bunch of students and teachers who work exceptionally hard on pulling together fantastic performances. We were
joined by the students of Woodrow, St George's and Feckenham who came along to watch the matinee performance
and they had a fantastic time. Many of you will also know that we have a pet therapist dog Ozzie who comes into
school and we have just started a partnership with Woodrow where every week he goes to Woodrow with some of
our sixth formers and takes part in a reading programme. It is safe to say that Ozzie has become a local celebrity in
Woodrow and the children are always very happy to see him and to read to him. Building important community links
with our local schools is something that I am firm believer in and we will continue to do this year. We continue to
receive in year admissions across all years and therefore we have made the decision to expand the number of
teaching groups we will have next year to accommodate this. We very much look forward to welcoming our next
student to our community next year.
Best wishes
Jodie

Parent/Carer Working Party

What’s going on update….

Our parent/carer working party is a group that works in collaboration with the school to improve on any issues
or items raised through the parental body. Our next meeting will be held on Tuesday, 28th March 2017;
6pm — 7pm
If you'd like to be involved in our parent working group please do not hesitate to contact us.
Initial enquires can be sent to Andrea Green, Principal's PA on agreen@redditch.tgacademy.org.uk

Parent Information Evening
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, 28th March 2017: 6.00pm —7.00pm. The presentation is on
Careers Guidance and Advice for all year groups. We look forward to seeing you there.
For more information please email Andrea Green on agreen@redditch.tgacademy.org.uk

‘Time for U Service’ with our
Academy Health Nurse
At TGAR we offer confidential advice and support through our “Time for U Service”.
This is for young people to discuss any issues such as well being, family, relationships/
friendships or any other concerns relating to health or personal issues.
The clinic is managed by our Academy Health Nurse Elsa Chadaway. The clinic will be
available every fortnight on a Wednesday between 12.30pm to 1.15pm. The next clinic
will be on Wednesday, 5th April 2017, appointments need to be booked at Reception
for the above times. Lunchtime is the drop in session, appointments are not required
between 1.15pm—1.55pm.
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Studying and Revision
Afterschool Timetables
Tuesday
28th March
Maths
Trig Equations
FSMQ / M2
Mr Davies

Monday

Wednesday

Thursday

All
Sciences
Mr Wiggett
Room S7

English
Mrs Cole
Room E1

English
Miss Baillie
Room E3

Art
Miss
Moulton
Room A1

Product Design &
Graphics
Mr Lane
Room T6

English
Mr Bradbury
Room E8

Food & Nutrition
Mrs Littley
Room T1

Art
Miss Moulton
Room A1
Product
Design &
Graphics
Mr Lane
Room T6

Maths Histograms
Grades 9-7 / M4
Mr Watts
Maths Mass,
Density, Volume
Grades 6-5 / M3
Mr Burgess
Maths Forming &
Solving Equations
Set 3/4 / M6
Mr Wright

Tuesday
4th April
Maths
Trig Equations
FSMQ / M2
Mr Davies
Maths On Demand
“You tell me”
Grades 9-7 / M4
Mr Watts
Maths Forming & Solving
Quadratics
Grades 6-5 /M3
Mr Burgess
Maths
Angle problems
Set 3/4 / M6
Mr Wright

Wednesday
5th April
Maths
Angle Problems
Set 2 / M5
Mr Bastock
Wednesday
29th March
Maths Pythagaoras &
Trigonometry
Set 2 / M5
Mr Bastock

Revision Timetable Lunchtimes
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Product Design & Graphics
Mr Lane
Room T6

Food & Nutrition
Mrs Littley
Room T1

Product Design & Graphics
Mr Lane
Room T6

Health & Social Care and
Child Development Booster
Mrs Gariff
Room P2

Health & Social Care and Child
Development Booster
Mrs Gariff
Room P2

Health & Social Care and Child
Development Booster
Mrs Gariff
Room P2

Year 11 Mock Examination Timetable — March 2017
Lesson
Period/Time

Monday
20th March

Tuesday
21st March

Wednesday
22nd March

Thursday
23rd March

Friday
24th March

1&2
09:00-11:00

English Literature
Paper 1
1hr 45min
0900 – 1045

English Language
Paper 1
1hr 45min
0900 - 1045

Maths Paper 2
(Calculator)
1hr 30min
0900 – 1030

English Literature
Paper 2
2hrs 15
0900 – 1115

Physics
1hr
1130 – 1230

3&4
11:15-13:00

Maths Paper 1
( Non Calculator)
1 hour 30min
1130 – 1300

Geography
1hr 30min
1130 - 1300

History
1hr 45min
1130 – 1315

Maths Paper 3
(Calculator)
1hr 30min
1145 – 1300

5
13:55-14:55

Chemistry
1hr
1345 – 1445

Biology
1hr
1330 – 1430
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Physical Education
(PE)Department
Mr Alex Tranter
Head of Department and PE Teacher
I have always had a love for sport and having gained representative honours at both Rugby and Hockey I chose to study
Sport Science at university which also led to me gaining my teaching qualification at Southampton University. Since then I
have been teaching Physical Education for the past 18 years. During my time in Redditch I have been involved with
numerous external visits, including overseas trips to America, South Africa and ski trips to Europe along with coordinating
our two sports tours to Barbados and our annual residential Outdoor Adventurous week in Snowdonia. These
opportunities have allowed pupils to maximise their potential and gain ‘real world’ experiences. I believe the role Physical
Education plays within the school is essential to the all-round development of every pupil and I strive to encourage all
pupils to undertake new challenges and experiences irrespective of ability.

Miss Becky Nicholson
The 2nd in Department and PE Teacher
I have always had a love of all sports. I gained my BSc (Hons) Degree in Sport and Fitness Science at Luton University in
1998, where I also played Basketball as a member of BUSA. Returning home to Birmingham I attended Birmingham
University and achieved my PGCE and QTS. I played Basketball for Coventry Ladies National League, Birmingham
Ladies National League and Worcester Wolves Ladies as well as Redditch Ladies in the local league.
I have been teaching at TGAR since September 1999 teaching core PE, GCSE PE, A Level PE and BTEC Sport including
extra curricular activities and competitions, and coached the Rounders Team to District Level success. I have taken
Netball and Basketball teams on tours to Barcelona and Lake Garda, Italy. Over the years we’ve entered the English
Schools National Basketball competitions and finished in the Top 8 teams three times.

Miss Robyn Byrne
PE Teacher

I have always had a passion for sport, from the age of 6, where I started competing in Gymnastics. As I grew older I
developed a keen interest in team sports, particularly Netball where I went on to play for my University team and for local
leagues in my area. I qualified as a PE teacher at Tudor Grange Academy through the School Centred Initial Teacher
Training programme (SCITT). The training was rigorous and allowed me to become hands on straight away working on
placement both within Tudor Grange schools and others. I started working at TGAR in June 2015 where I was primarily a
teacher of girls PE, gradually I have had the opportunity to teach both A Level, and BTEC Sport courses to post-16 level,
as well as our new year 7 PE group.
I want my students, first and foremost, to enjoy their PE lessons, so they feel comfortable in a PE environment and
confident to get involved in a range of activities. I can see the positive benefits that physical activity has on students both
mentally and physically, so above all else, I hope to inspire young people to pursue lifelong participation in physical
activity, as part of a healthy active lifestyle.

Mr Rhys York
PE Teacher
Like my colleagues I have a passion for sport. Initially as a county swimmer from a young age and played Water Polo for
the GB youth squad until the age of 17, representing team GB across Europe. I studied Sport Science at Worcester University achieving a 1st class honours degree, and went straight onto gain a PGCE. My NQT years were done locally in a
Redditch school and I started teaching at TGAR in 2015.
My passion outside of school is travelling, backpacking Europe, Southeast Asia and Australia. However, I am still waiting
to travel around America and South America.

Tudor Grange Academy Redditch
Woodrow Dirve
Redditch
Worcestershire
B98 7UH
Phone: 01527 523088
Fax: 01527 514245
E-mail: office@redditch.tgacademy.org.uk
www.redditch.tgacademy.org.uk

Any Questions?
If you have any queries about the items in this newsletter please contact
office@redditch.tgacademy.org.uk
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