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Message From The College Leaders...
Mr G Bastock - Orion
Festive spirit is now here after a long and busy half term. During this time
year 11 have sat and received the results for their mocks – I’m sure the year
11 will use their results to start the new year with refreshed vigour to
improve, regardless of what they achieved. It was lovely to see so many
students in their Christmas jumper, raising money for Save the Children.
It was great to see so many Orion students enjoy the rewards of the festive
film for their excellent behaviour this term. Remember to keep the
attendance high as this will be the deciding factor for the end of year school
trip.
Finally, I would like to wish everyone a merry Christmas and a happy new
year.

Mrs M McNamara - Pictor
It's been a long and very busy term. Year 11 have now completed their
mocks and this week received their results. Whatever the outcome, now is
the time for Year 11 to reflect on the results and come back next term ready
to put every effort into achieving their very best.
As the end of term approaches, students have been rewarded for great
behaviour with a movie and popcorn. It's great to see so many Pictor
students qualifying for this reward. There will be another reward next half
term, so I hope to see even more students for that.
Finally, I would like to wish you a very merry Christmas and a happy new
year.

Dates For Your Diary
Monday 7th January 2019
School re-opens
Wednesday 23rd January 2019
Drop Down Day 2
Year 10 Parents Evening
4.30pm - 7pm
Parent Information Evening
6pm - 7pm
Friday 25th January 2019
Inset Day - School closed to
students
Wednesday 6th February 2019
6th Form Parents Evening
4.30pm - 7pm
Friday 15th February 2019
Inset Day - School closed to
students

Dr P Bradbury - Vela
Christmas is nearly upon and it is time for all of us to reflect on our
achievements this year.

Monday 18th February 2019
Half Term Begins

It is particularly relevant for Year 11 in the wake of their recent Mock Exams
results: all Year 11 students will be sent away with a revision pack and a
revision schedule for the holidays. It is important they follow it to build up
their revision skills for the summer. While it might not be very festive to
spend 30 minutes revising 'A Christmas Carol' on Christmas Day, building up
good study habits is crucial.
Students in all Year groups who have worked well and behaved consistently
well are being rewarded with a seasonal movie and sprout popcorn:
Vela students are obviously leading the way in qualifying for this reward.
There will be another reward next half term, so I hope to see even more
students for that.
Happy Christmas

Reminders

All absences must be reported to student services before 09:00 am
each day. If it is a prolonged absence a call is required each day.
Mrs M Powell 01527 830726 (Student Services)
Mrs S Walker 01527 830730 (Attendance officer)

Due to technical issues with our email address this has now
been changed to mainoffice@redditch.tgacademy.org.uk

Uniform Donation
Reminder that we accept and
appreciate donations for
school uniform.
Please drop these at
reception. Many thanks.

Around The School

School Nurse Drop In
Reminder : For the health and wellbeing of our students, the School Nurse is
available, every Wednesday from 1pm until 2pm, to discuss any health issues or
concerns that students may have such as: healthy eating, self harm and
mental health to name but a few. All appointments are confidential and are
booked through reception.

Healthy Mind, Healthy Body Drop In
Reminder : Every Tuesday Mrs Dart will be holding a drop-in session at lunchtime from
1.30pm- 2.15pm in the library, for any student who may have concerns about
themselves or a friend. No appointment is necessary and all students are seen on a
confidential basis.

ParentPay
Following on from letters that were sent out recently, providing parents with log in
details for ParentPay, please ensure that you register as soon as possible. Setting
up a ParentPay account will enable parents to pay lunch money, pay for trips, buy
revisions guides and purchase tickets for the Year 11 Prom. Please do not hesitate
to contact the finance office if you need assistance with log in details.

Please Note: There is not a note changing facility. Students
must bring the correct change into school.

WHAT TO READ NOW...

by
McCall Hoyle
Emilie has epilepsy and has been home schooled. Her best
friend is her seizure dog, Hitch.
When Emilie’s mom enrols her into high school on a 3 month
trial basis, she is scared that she will have a seizure in school
and embarrass herself in front of her new classmates. Emilie
lies to her widowed mom that she has told her friends that she
has epilepsy as she is secretly afraid that they will reject her.
A wonderful, feel-good book about accepting who you are.
Available in the school library
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Cadets

Around The School

Cadets at Synnerton Camp!
Our cadets joined up with those from Tudor Grange Worcester and Solihull for an action packed weekend in and
around a Cold War bunker! Students had early 6am starts, drills as well as lessons in handling weapons safely. New
friendships between the Tudor Grange sites were made as well as new skills learned.
It is still not too late to become a Cadets in the future and experience a huge range of exciting and adventurous
military-themed activities. For further details speak to Ms Chattoe.
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Cadbury World

Around The School

On 12th December 49 Business Studies students across Years 9 to 11
visited Cadbury World in Birmingham. Cadbury World offers a unique
experience that gives a fascinating insight into the rich heritage of the
nation's favourite chocolate brand. A variety of zones showcase
their history, chocolate making, as well as the 4D Chocolate Adventure
cinema experience. Students enjoyed exploring the different zones,
learning how chocolate is made and the history behind Cadbury. After
lunch students were given an interactive talk by one of Cadbury's
employees which included an insight into Cadbury's ownership,
their business activity and competitors, their aims and objectives,
the functional departments, and discussion on the shareholders and
stakeholder interest. Information that is vital in students understanding
fundamental knowledge for their end of subject exams. A fun filled day
was enjoyed by all, especially with the visit to the shop where both staff
and students managed to purchase some last minute Christmas presents.
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Around The

Thinktank
KS5 Thinktank Forensics and DNA Workshop

A keen group of Biology, Criminology and Applied Science 6th form students visited the ‘Thinktank’ Science Museum
in Birmingham this week.
They learnt a variety of advanced laboratory techniques including use of a PCR machine which copies DNA, and the
tricky skill of handling precise micropipettes to load suspect DNA into electrophoresis gels, a process used to catch
criminals, find relatives and identify cancer genes.
Whilst waiting for the PCR machine to copy the DNA, we watched a mesmerising ‘journey into the cell’ film inside their 360
degree planetarium cinema.
Students then worked in teams examining CCTV footage, performing microscopic comparisons of material fibres, dusting
windows for fingerprints and examining suspect statements and alibis to identify criminals. Of course in addition, all
thoroughly enjoyed visiting the 5 floors of exhibits and the interactive science garden.
The day enabled students to gain an hands on insight into the world of biotechnology and forensics, combined with a
theoretical boost for their A level studies. An inspiring day was had by all and for one particularly enthusiastic student it was
his first visit to museum in his life!
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Around The School

White Ribbon Event

On Thursday 6th December pupils from Year 9 and 10 attended the White Ribbon Event at Parkside in Bromsgrove. This was
hosted by Redditch and Bromsgrove Council’s Community Support team in conjunction with West Mercia Women’s Aid and
Worcestershire Rape and Sexual Assault Centre. The theme of the campaign this year is ‘step into their shoes’, encouraging
people to think about the experiences other people are going through and how they can support them. Pupils took part in a
range of activities and also had a talk from a victim of abuse from Rochdale.

Christmas Jumper Day

On Friday 14th December, the school joined in with the
festive celebrations by wearing Christmas jumpers and
accessories for the day to raise money for Save the
Children. Students and staff donated £1 for getting
festive in their best Christmas woollies for a great cause.
Thank you to everyone who helped raise money.

Follow us on Twitter @ TGARedditch

Around The School

Autumn Term Enrichment
Carol Service at St John’s Church

On Wednesday 5th December, Performing Arts and SAS students from Year 7-13 attended a
Christmas carol service at St Johns Church. This included readings, music, carols and dance
performances from the pupils in a festive and traditional community Christmas carol service. We also
had staff performances, with a guest song from our Senior Leadership Team. The congregation from
St John’s Church, as well as parents, friends and governors of the school joined us to watch and
celebrate.
There was a raffle that took place on the evening, in aid of the Redditch Nightstop Homeless Charity,
who help to give shelter to 16-25 year olds who are at risk of becoming homeless. Thank you to all
who supported this. We raised a total of £75.
Thank you to all who helped support the event, especially those staff who performed and helped with
refreshments. Finally, well done to all the students involved. It was a wonderful way to end the
Autumn Term.
Mrs Rivett and Mrs Wright
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Around The School

Christmas Coffee Morning at the Brambles Care Home

On Monday 17th December, Year 10, 11 and 13 Performing Arts students along with members of the sixth form ‘Making a
Difference’ team visited The Brambles Care Home as part of an enrichment community outreach focus. We put on a mini carol
service of festive songs and did a sing-a-long of carols with the residents. The ‘Making a Difference’ team organised
refreshments and served cakes and drinks to the residents as the students entertained. We hope to make continued links
with The Brambles Care Home in the future, by helping with activities like sanding and painting their benches in the outside
courtyard for the summer and running other entertainment events .
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Around The School

Cameron Grant Foundation and Well-being Courses

On Monday December 17th the Cameron Grant Foundation came in to give an assembly on mental health awareness to the
sixth form and Year 11 students. They discussed issues and awareness around mental health and shared important
information about how to receive help and support.
This was an extension to a five week well-being enrichment programme that was offered to any sixth former who wanted to
attend. The well-being course ran on a Tuesday after school and covered topics such as, physical and mental health, as well as
relaxation techniques and a course in yoga.
I’d like to offer thanks to our School nurse Elsa Chadaway, as well as our other local NHS nurses who volunteered free
sessions. Also to Jennie Reynolds (professional yoga instructor) for her excellent five week yoga programme.

What a fantastic range of enrichment activites that have happened this term. Thanks to everyone that helped and
made these events possible.
Cassie Rivett - Enrichment Co-ordinator.

Message From The Principal
Wishing you all a very Happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year! We have had a fantastic year of student achievements
and I am so very proud of every one of them. I look forward to seeing what 2019 brings and hope that we continue to build
on our exam successes and student achievements.
At our Carol concert I mentioned about Christmas time and how special it was for families to spend time together but that it
was also a difficult time for many and that we should extend our friendship and kindness to anyone we know that finds
Christmas difficult. I hope that everyone, no matter what their circumstances manages to have a restful break and looks
forward to the New Year.
Best wishes
Jodie
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Any Questions?
If you have any queries about the items in this newsletter please contact
mainoffice@redditch.tgacademy.org.uk
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