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Message From The College Leaders...
Mr G Bastock - Orion

Dates For Your Diary
Friday 15th February 2019
Inset Day - School closed to students

It has been great to see so many students rewarded with a pizza and music
this week for excellent behaviour during this very busy half term. Year 11
now have a good window of opportunity to ramp up their revision for their
GCSEs, which start shortly after the Easter holiday and will soon be upon us.
A quick reminder for year 10 to ensure they have secured their work
experience placement for July 8th. Any queries please come and ask
Finally, I wish everyone a great half term.

Monday 25th February 2019
School Re-Opens
Wednesday 27th February 2019
Year 9 Immunisations
Dancefest Year 7/13
Wednesday 14th March 2019
6th Form Parents’ Evening

Mrs M McNamara - Pictor
It’s been a busy half term and students were rewarded with a pizza treat this
week. Year 11 particularly enjoyed a sing-a-long as they ate their pizza!
The Academy was also delighted to see the recently published A level results
that show we have made the best progress in the area.

4.30pm - 6.30pm
UCAS Information Evening
6.30pm - 7.30pm
Thursday 21st March 2019
Awards Evening

A reminder to Year 11 to use half term wisely. Students should be well into
their revision programme and need to get their applications in as soon
as possible.

6pm - 8pm

Finally, I wish everyone a wonderful half term.

Year 11 Parents’ Evening Final Push

Dr P Bradbury - Vela

4.30pm - 7pm
Parents’ Information Evening
6pm - 7pm

Wednesday 27th March 2019

In another busy few weeks, it’s been fascinating to read through Year 11
Vela students’ reports across the curriculum: so many students are making
progress and achieving great things, but there is always room for
improvement. As Year 11 head away for the half-term holiday, they should
be preparing for the next round of mocks after the holiday. Revision is an
active process and students should be doing something to ensure that new
knowledge sticks: this could include watching a revision tutorial on
Youtube, rewriting notes as a spider diagram and using a variation on lookcover-write-check or – perhaps most effectively – redoing previous test
papers or new questions.
Students in other year groups should take notice: good study habits need to
be built up and it is never too early to start!
Year10 students also need to make sure they have organised their work
experience placements.

Uniform Donation
Reminders

All absences must be reported to student services before 09:00 am
each day. If it is a prolonged absence a call is required each day.
Mrs M Powell 01527 830726 (Student Services)
Mrs S Walker 01527 830730 (Attendance officer)

Due to technical issues with our email address this has now
been changed to mainoffice@redditch.tgacademy.org.uk

Reminder that we accept and
appreciate donations for
school uniform.
Please drop
these at
reception.

Around The School

School Nurse Drop In
Reminder : For the health and wellbeing of our students, the School Nurse is
available, every Wednesday from 1pm until 2pm, to discuss any health issues or
concerns that students may have such as: healthy eating, self harm and
mental health to name but a few. All appointments
are confidential and are booked through reception.

ParentPay
Following on from letters that were sent out recently, providing parents with log in
details for ParentPay, please ensure that you register as soon as possible. Setting
up a ParentPay account will enable parents to pay lunch money, pay for trips, buy
revisions guides and purchase tickets for the Year 11 Prom. Please do not hesitate
to contact the finance office if you need assistance with log in details.

Please Note: There is not a note changing facility. Students
must bring the correct change into school.

WHAT TO READ NOW...

by
Bali Rai
‘Harry and Ranjit were waiting to take me to a wedding. My wedding. A wedding that
I didn’t want. To a girl I didn’t know…’
No matter what he does, Manny can’t seem to escape from his traditional Punjabi
parents and the life they’ve mapped out for him. His rebellious attempts to be
himself lead his family to take drastic action. Far from home and from his friends,
Manny has time to reflect but will he make the right decision?
Manny’s bitingly perceptive story looks at one young man’s fight to live his own life
within generational and cultural divides.
Available in the school library
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Brambles Care Home

Around The School

For residents at Sanctuary Care’s Brambles Residential Care Home in Redditch, using Smartphones can seem
daunting, but armed with their beloved mobiles; local students have been giving them a helping hand, teaching social
media to seniors.
Sixth Formers from Tudor Grange Academy in Redditch have been showing residents how to embrace technology in
their care home, by showing them how easy Smartphones are to use and how much information they can provide at the
touch of a button.
When 18-year-old Laura Quarterman started showing resident Denise Smith apps on her mobile, Denise said: “It all
looks very confusing. It is bewildering because I’ve never used one before. Even my remote control I don’t know what
half the buttons are for! You are almost afraid to use it!”
Within minutes Laura is showing Denise how to use Google to explore things which interest her. They search for
Denise’s first school, which gets them reminiscing about school days, school dinners and they are soon laughing about
the doorstep sandwiches Denise’s mother use to make her.
Then they start to explore You Tube and Laura finds Dame Vera Lynn’s White Cliffs of Dover to play to her.
They are now browsing everything from favourite holiday destinations and reminiscing about swimming in the sea, to
restaurant menus which leads to a discussion about their favourite types of food. Laura shows Denise how to catch up
television programmes you have missed, which gets them chatting about Coronation Street and Hollyoaks.
You can see Denise didn’t expect to be able to do so much using a Smartphone and also do things which are so
relevant to her.
Laura explains that it is easier to look things up on your phone rather than go to the library to get a book and tells
Denise “There are so many things you can do on your phone.”
The students also show the residents how to use Snapchat, send emails, look through their favourite photographs and
play games, as well as explore different apps such as one to teach you Spanish.
Martha James – Head of Business and IT said of the visit: “Before Christmas we created an outreach project for the
sixth formers as part of their enrichment and an element of that was to build links with the local community, which
started with a carol service here.
“This is building on that project and on the relationship we have with this care home. Showing the residents mobile
phones and how to use them can help to make them more aware of something that we take for granted but maybe new
to some of them.”
Martha James
Head of Business, Economics and Computing
Tudor Grange Redditch
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Drop Down Day

Around The School

On 23rd January the school timetable was collapsed to deliver a drop down day. There was plenty of enrichment for all
students with activities delivered by a variety of external speakers. Year 11 had an exciting day starting with Elevate
Education delivering a session on preparing for the upcoming GCSEs. This was followed by a day working with employers. In
total there were 9 employers: Metis Aerospace, NatWest and Fujitsu to name a few. Augmented with employers we also had
16 external providers offering post-16 training and education with many apprenticeships on offer. Students had time to ask
many questions to ensure they have their next steps planned and are well placed to ensure they are aware what they need
to achieve in their GCSEs.
Year 10 also had a focus on the world of work, exploring opportunities for their upcoming work experience week, July 8th.
During the day students were given support on CV writing and also interview techniques. Students in year 10 should ensure
all paperwork is completed prior to their work experience, any queries please see Mr Bastock.
Years 7 & 9 both had a day working with local public services exploring the dangers of online social media sites, e-safety and
sexting. Further work was done with the Fire Brigade about the dangers of Arson.
The day was enjoyed by all with positive feedback from students.
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Talking Teens

Around The School
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Around The School

27th February 2019
7pm
Ticket Prices:
£5.00 Adult/ £2.50 Concessions
Address:
Tudor Grange Academy Theatre,

Guitar & Drum lessons available for next half term, please see Mrs Wright for a letter
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Around The School

Producton of

A musical based on the stories of P.L. Travers and the Walt Disney film
Original Music and Lyrics by
Richard M. Sherman and Robert B. Sherman
Book by
Julian Fellowes
New Songs and Additional Music and Lyrics by
George Stiles and Anthony Drewe
Co-Created by
Cameron Mackintosh
Adapted by iTheatrics under the supervision of
Timothy Allen McDonald

9th & 10th April 2019 7pm
Tudor Grange Academy Theatre

Director

Choreographer

Mrs S Watson

Mrs C Rivett

Music Director
Mrs T Wright

Disney and Cameron Mackintosh’s Mary Poppins JR. is presented through special arrangement with
and all authorized materials are supplied by
Music Theatre International, New York, NY
212-541-4684 mtishows.com
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Around The School

School Visit

Visit by author, Bali Rai, Wednesday 6th February 2019
Bali Rai is the author of 42 books. He grew up in Leicester in a
multi-cultural, multi-racial community and when younger dreamt
about playing football for Liverpool FC, being Bob Marley and
becoming a writer.
Bali visited Tudor Grange Academy Redditch last Wednesday,
6th February. He worked with groups of students from Years 9,
10 and 11 focussing on creative writing and, in particular, the descriptive writing
section of the GCSE English exam. The students benefitted a great deal from
working with someone other than their teachers and found Bali’s experience as
an author extremely valuable, particularly those Year 11 students who will be
taking their second mock exams after half-term.
It was really encouraging to see all the students working really hard and enjoying
the sessions, with so many having the
confidence to read their work out loud.

It was such a successful event, that we hope to
invite Bali back into school again soon.

There are a selection of Bali’s books available to borrow in the school library.
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Around The School

Maths Day!

MATHS DAY AT THE UNIVERSITY OF WOLVERHAMPTON
Wednesday saw the turn of the Maths Department to take students
on an Enrichment trip. 13 students from year 9 and 10 went to
University of Wolverhampton to take part in a Mechanics day,
organized by the Advanced Maths Support Program. On the day they
were able to explore various pieces of maths through the use of
hands-on activities.
The first session asked students to create an arrow-shape on card
(made of a rectangle and a triangle), so that it balanced at the
“join” of the 2 shapes. We saw a variety of approaches; some
started sketching possible shapes, and others dived straight into a
series of calculations to try to find what would balance. Another
method was to draw out a near-finished arrow and to decide at this
point if it would balance, then only having to make small
adjustments to the design in order to ensure success. Grace Davey
and Rowan Pearson managed to make the first shape of the day
that balanced, in addition to sweets their reward was to make
some balancing birds. Another design to receive recognition was
that of Jess Mowat, who created the largest arrow that balanced of
all that had been seen so far on the day.
Next up we saw some “magic” that happens with objects are in
motion. Students go to see what happened when a curtain ring was
threaded over a bath chain, then dropped…
…dropping the ring correctly would see it caught by the chain! Lots of fun
was had in replicating this feat, and lots of aggravation was caused in being
unable to replicate this feat! Also in this session we learnt of to “throw a
knot in a tie”. This was either very straight forward for our students, who
managed to do it first time, but others found it impossible (and blamed the
tie). Finally here we had the chance to free-play with a few other items. This
was set of 3 L-shapes that would fit together to form a pattern with 1 line of
symmetry. This was another item that really tested our lateral thinking, until
the solution was found (we had to ask for it to be explained or we’d miss
lunch).
Our final hands-on session was to do with friction. We had to carry out a series
of experiments to calculate the coefficient of friction between the table and a
wooden block by using series of weights that were hanging over the edge of the
table, connected by a string. We also got to test whether we were “as strong as
an exercise book”. This involved alternating pages from a pair of exercise books
until they were completely interlocked, then seeing if, in pairs, we could pull
them apart. There was a lot of friction between all the touching surfaces, so it
was quite a challenge!
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Around The School

Maths Day!

The last session of the day was a short lecture by Dr Hugh Hunt from Cambridge University on the theory and maths of
objects that spin. We got to hear about his work in reconstructing the Barnes-Wallace bouncing bombs (as used in the Dam
Busters raids in WW2), the effects of circular motion (as experienced by wall-of-death riders), gyroscopic effects (spinning
wheels and how they can help the orientation of space craft) and boomerangs (which he threw over us, despite the
relatively small size of the room).
All in all a very interesting and thought-provoking day!! A lovely insight into just some of the uses and applications of maths!

Message From The Principal

Dear Parent/Carer,
I hope that the New Year has started off well for you. We have had an extremely busy first half term back with some fantastic
news over our A level results. The Department for Education recently published the A level performance at the end of 16 to
18 in 2018 and our A level results came out as the best results within the local area of Redditch. I am extremely proud of my
staff and students for this fantastic result. If you'd like to look at this in more details you can follow the below link:
https://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/compareschools?for=16to18&basedon=Overall%20performance&show=All%20pupils&datasetfilter=provisional

We have also been busy with trips and visitors this term. Last week we saw a host of external visitors for our careers day and
we also hosted author Bali Rai. We thank all of our visitors for their time and efforts with our students. Some of our Year 9
and 10 students visited Wolverhampton University on Wednesday for a Maths challenge and all had a great time. We also
saw Cutting Ties drama group come in on Wednesday to perform a thought provoking play based around knife crime.
In relation to performances, a reminder that we have our own performance coming up next Term 'Mary Poppins'. Please do
support this and buy tickets. The shows always amaze me at how professional they are and it truly is a good night out. I look
forward to seeing you there!
I wish you all a restful half term and I look forward to seeing students back on Monday 25th February. Can I remind parents
that we are still in Winter uniform so grey slip overs do need to be worn please. Thank you for your ongoing support with this.
Best wishes
Jodie
Tudor Grange Academy Redditch
Woodrow Drive
Redditch
Worcestershire
B98 7UH
Phone: 01527 523088
Fax: 01527 514245
E-mail: office@redditch.tgacademy.org.uk
www.redditch.tgacademy.org.uk

Any Questions?
If you have any queries about the items in this newsletter please contact
mainoffice@redditch.tgacademy.org.uk
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