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“

What a fantastic year it has been. Please
take a moment to reflect on a snapshot
of what Tudor Grange Academy
Redditch has achieved over the past
Academic Year.

”

Jodie Bolter, Principal

www.redditch.tgacademy.org.uk

September/October 2015

Year 7 and Year 9
Open Evenings

TGAR introduced
the Parent Portal

The Open Evening for parents/carers and
students interested in joining us in Years 7 and
9 at Tudor Grange from September 2016 were
very successful. We received overwhelmingly
positive feedback from prospective students
and parents. Our students acting as
ambassadors were exceptional and spoke
confidently with visitors. An additional Open
Evening was held on 7 October.

The Parent Portal is an
additional method of
communication between
the Academy and parents
/ carers. The features
include the ability to see your son / daughter’s
timetable, their record of attendance and any of
the half termly reporting schedule.

Lion Heart Challenge Day
On Thursday 8th October 2015
TGAR delivered the LionHeart
Challenge Day in the Academy.
The LionHeart Challenge is a
Nationwide Enterprise Programme,
chosen as a National Flagship by the
National Learning & Skills Council
for Enterprise. Year 9 Students
were off timetable for the whole
day, and the day involved students
partaking in a high energy and high
impact Business Challenge which
was delivered by highly skilled and
dedicated Business Coaches. At
the end of the day students gave
their Team Final Presentation to
their Peers, Teachers, Business
Professionals and Judges to try and
ensure that their Business Idea
would lead them to success!
This was a great success. The Lion
Challenge team were so impressed
by our students that they remarked
on both their exemplary behaviour
as well as their enthusiasm.
The winning group were Katie

Willis-Ball, Mason Walker, Tom
Williams, Bradley Price, Jake Davis,
Jonathan Machado, Alex Richards,
Holly Smith, Callum Weaver,
Luke Kitching, Chris Humphreys
and Joshua West. They were so
impressive that on Thursday 12
November they were invited to
West Mercia Police Headquarters
at Hindlip to present to Assistant
Chief Constable Malik and the
Senior Command Team.

absolutely brilliant job they did
at the presentation, they were so
professional, and were a credit to
themselves and the School!”

The 12 students had lunch at the
Police HQ and were then given
a tour of the firearms section
where they were shown the indoor
shooting range and a range of the
guns used (they could look but not
touch!) and a demonstration by two
police dogs.
The students then gave their
presentation to the Senior
Command Team which was
extremely well received. Clare
McDonald from the Lionheart
Challenge said “What an

Year 9 Settling-in
Evening and Future
Choices Event
On 13th October staff met with parents and
carers to discuss how the Year 9 students had
settled in and outlined the option choices
available for them to study at GCSE. The Year 9
students commenced their GCSE’s options in
January 2016.
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November 2015

Tudor Grange Remembrance Day
On Friday 11th November, the
students and staff paid their tribute
by respecting a 2 minute silence
and our Combined Cadet Force
completed a parade in tribute to
those who have died.

Performing Arts
Showcase
26th November 2015

BBC
Children
in Need

On Friday 13th November 2015,
students and parents came out in
support for the BBC Children in
Need Appeal by organising a range
of fundraising activities including
a cake sale, film showing and a
sporting themed quiz during the
lunchtime break.

www.redditch.tgacademy.org.uk
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November 2015

School
Nurse

In November our nurse, Elsa Chadaway, commenced a
drop in service at Wednesday lunchtimes for students.
This has proven a very successful provision with many
students meeting with Elsa to discuss any issues or
concerns they may have. This service will continue after
the summer, and if parents have any concerns about
their son/daughter, they can also contact her using the
following email address. Elsa.Chadaway@hacw.nhs.uk

Midlands Short Course
Championships
Isobel Griffiths
We are extremely proud of Issy who won Gold in both 400m and 800m freestyle in the open age group at
the Championships in Nottingham. Not only did Issy win but her time of 8.30.53 is also a new Senior West
Midlands record.

Skills Show Fair
On Friday 20th November
we visited the Skills Show in
Birmingham with the majority
of our Year 9s. They all had an
enjoyable time exploring Further
Education and Apprenticeships.
Many of them left inspired by all
the skills and careers on display.

There were plenty of ‘Have a Go’
skills activities, employers,
colleges, competitions, talks, advice
and showcases for the year 9s to
take part in and discover. The
show really opened their minds
and enabled them to uncover
new potential future career
opportunities.
Some of the highlights of the day
were:
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•

Theo Paphitis being shown how
to style hair by Nicky Clarke
and joining Theo Randall for a
cooking demonstration.

•

Theo also visited the Premier
Colleges area where he had a
go at making ravioli, building a
brick arch and taking vintage
photographs.

•

The World Skills UK Skills
Competitions were in full
swing. Some incredible
bands played at the Pop
Music competition, and the
Media Make-up competitors
demonstrated their skills on
models that amazed visitors
as they wandered around the
show floor.

www.redditch.tgacademy.org.uk

Most important of all, the year
9s had a thoroughly enjoyable
and enlightening time coming
away with clear ideas in relation
to alternative ways forward in
their next steps post 16. I must
also commend all of them for
their outstanding behaviour, as
well as, how they represented the
academy and themselves, it was a
pleasure to take them all.

December 2015

Winter Fair
As part of our charity fundraising
the students held a Christmas
Fayre on the 16th December,
inviting families of students
as well as members of the local
community to visit. The students
raised money for local charities
by selling a wide selection
of goods and food items that
they have produced through
SAS, providing a wide range of
Christmas fun activities such
as lucky dip, raffles, tombolas,
decorate a Christmas cookie,
snow ball a teacher and visit
Santa’s Grotto.
Students and staff were also
asked for a £1 donation to replace
their blazer and slipover with a
Christmas jumper.

In addition to the sale, TGAR also
showcased the talents of some
of our students with a variety
of performing arts displays and
performances.

At the heart of this event was the
importance of raising awareness
of Asperger Support (ASPIES
Worcester), Charlotte and Craigs
Saving Hearts Foundation (formerly
Redditch Heart Safe), and Acts of
Kindness (Redditch Foodbank), as
part of the schools commitment
to local community outreach. The
event was a great success with a
staggering sum of £940 raised and
ready to be distributed amongst
these charities.

Sixth Form
Awards
Evening

On Thursday 10th December at 7pm we celebrated
the success of our Sixth Form students.

www.redditch.tgacademy.org.uk
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January/February 2016

Great Britain under 21 Hockey
Following on from Nicola’s
European Bronze Medal in Spain
in July 2015, she was selected for
both the England Under 21 and
the Great Britain Development
Squads. This lead to a GB U21 five
match series against the USA
in Philadelphia in January and
a Four Nations Tournament in
Germany against Germany, The
Netherlands and Belgium in April.

World Cup in November 2016 in
Chile.

The next round of international
duty is a three match series
against Scotland in Glasgow in
July followed by a three match
series in the same month in
Belgium.

An exciting Cup run saw Clifton
raise the Premiership Trophy
after a 1-0 win over Buckingham
in the Cup Final.

From there, Nicola will have
another five nations tournament
in Spain later in the year as a
lead up to selection for the Junior

Her first season of domestic
hockey in the Premiership,
playing for Clifton Hockey Club,
had its ups and downs for the Club,
but Nicola coped very well with
the step up into hockey with an
established club and international
stars.

We are very proud of Nicola, an
ex TGAR student, who is now also
studying Maths and Economics
at Bristol University – a busy and
very productive year!

Twitter Accounts
Introduced to TGAR
Along with our main twitter feed @
TGARRedditch, we have now started to introduce
subject twitter feeds. Please ensure that you
and your son/daughter sign up to any subjects
that are relevant to you, as this will be a fast and
convenient way to get updated information from
us quickly.

The subjects we have twitter feeds for are:
PE
@TGAR_PE
Dance
@TGAR_Dance
Drama
@TGAR_Drama
Science
@TGAR_Science
ICT
@TGAR_ICT
History
@TGAR_History
RE
@TGAR_RE
Business and
Economics
@TGAR_BusEcon
Exams
@TGAR_Exams
Duke of Edinburgh @TGAR_DofE

Introduction of

January saw the introduction of our new
anti-bullying software, and we held an information
evening on Wednesday 13th January to introduce
this. All our students have been given information
on how to log in to ‘Tootoot’, and information on this
is available to our parents/carers on our website.
To access the system, go to our website, under the
Parent - Anti-Bullying Tab, where you will see the
‘Tootoot’ icon – click on the icon for access.

Gideons Bible Talk Charity Update and Event
On Monday 8th February, Gideons International
visited and delivered a presentation to our Year 9
students. Each year Gideons International present
copies of the New Testament and Psalms to children in
thousands of British secondary schools and to many
university and college students. The presentation was
followed by time in prayer in which the students’ then
received their very own Bible to take home.
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Numbers day took place on Friday 5th February
and students raised an impressive £90.84 for the
NSPCC. After receiving an assembly highlighting
the importance of raising money for this good cause
earlier in the week, students brought in plenty
of change to take part in a cake sale and tombola
organised by the maths department. Thank you to
everyone involved.

February 2016

Charity Update
and Event

In addition to the Valentine Talent Show, students
also held a ‘Bake Off,’ with a variety of colorful and
rainbow-themed cakes produced by the students.
Valentine cards and ceramic products were also
sold to support this initiative. We are incredibly
grateful for the support and hard work from
parents and other members of the community
who have raised attention and funds for each
charity. It really means a great deal to the student
council who arrange these events in support of
the schools expressed philosophy of Tolerance,
Unity, Democracy, Opportunity and Respect. This
event raised £90.84 for the NSPCC and £144.60 for
Redditch Night Stop.

Valentine Talent
Show 2016
This event took place on Thursday 11th February,
and was an amazing success, with a very
impressive turnout. Lucy Traves and Sophie Price
(just left Year 13) organised the event as part of
their BTEC Music National Diploma (Unit 24 –
Music Project). Also, many of the performances
were presented by many of our BTEC Performing
Arts students as part of their singing unit.
The awards of the evening were presented to:
•
•
•
•

Audience vote – Lauren Wright (Year 10)
Joint Third Place – Stephanie Day (Year 13) and
Lauren Wright (Year 10)
Second Place – Sophie Edkins (Year 13)
First Place – Rosie Kane (Year 11)

Congratulations to all performers!
In addition to this, the SAS group baked cakes and
biscuits that were available for purchasing during the
evening. We are delighted that the event raised £140
for the British Heart Foundation.

Careers
Website

The TGAR Careers Website became live on Monday
29th February. This can be accessed through a
tab on our main website and contains both parent
and student information on Careers Education
Information Advice and Guidance (CEIAG). There are
many tabs to negotiate and there are plenty of helpful
contacts for students to help them with informed
choices as to where they should focus their thoughts.

www.redditch.tgacademy.org.uk
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February/March 2016

Visit by Author Robert Rigby
BASE 2016
Business
Competition
This event took place on
Thursday 11th February. TGAR
had two teams competing
against 14 other local state
and independent schools.
Both teams did extremely
well, and were delighted
when the Year 13 team
ultimately won the Coventry
Heat of this prestigious
competition.

Author Robert Rigby visited
Tudor Grange Academy Redditch
for the third time on Tuesday
1st March 2016. Robert is the
co-author, with Andy McNab,
of the best-selling ‘Boy Soldier’
series of books. His other fiction
includes the novelisations of
the ‘Goal!’ movies and the CBBC
series ‘Wolfblood’. He is also the
author of the four official London
2012 Olympic and Paralympic
novels for children. His current
work includes a new series ‘The
Eagle Trail’, the story of a teenage
boy during World War II.
TGAR ran three workshops in the
library for a number of students in
Year 9 and 10. Robert began each
of these workshops by talking
about his work and introduced
his new novel ‘Codename Eagle’,

Karen
Lumley
MP Visit

On Friday 26th February, the MP for Redditch, Karen
Lumley, visited our school following our work on
democracy. After an initial tour of the school with
Sixth Formers Ella Maddocks and Emily Taylor, Karen
answered a wide range of questions from students in
both Year 10 and 11.

Naomh Harley in Year 10 asked Karen about her views
on the upcoming European referendum, following a
detailed discussion Karen explained her reasons for
deciding to vote out in June. Jess Cann in Year 9 was
interested to find out what Karen thinks we should
do concerning the current immigration crisis. Karen
explained how this was linked to her decision to vote out
and told students about her recent visit to the Balkans.
On a more personal level, Jaye Crumpton in Year 10
wanted to know what made Karen choose Politics as
a career whilst Molly Love wanted to find out what a
‘normal’ day for a politician was like. Ruben Resende
asked Karen about what her achievements had been
since becoming Redditch’s MP. Karen explained in detail
about jobs that have been created in Redditch. Students
also asked a number of local issue based questions
concerning the school bus service, the Alexandra
Hospital and the potential new housing estate in
Webheath.
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the second book in
his new series – a
gripping story about
a 17 year old boy
working with the
French Resistance
during World War
II. He described
how he gets his
ideas for his books and how he
does his research. The workshops
continued with Robert getting
students to write the opening of a
story, encouraging them to write
creatively and with expression.
He then finished his talk with a
question and answer session.
It was a most enjoyable day with
the students benefitting greatly
from hearing and working with a
successful author.

Worcester Winter
School Games
On Tuesday 1st March, nine Tudor Grange
Academy Redditch students took part in the
Worcester School Winter Games 2016 at the
University of Worcester.

Amy Green, Eve Strutt and Lauren Clee were
‘Leaders’ organising and running the ‘New Age
Kurling’ for the county.
Tom Gill and Ethan McKeown were ‘Leaders’
organising and running the ‘Football’ for the
county.
William Clisset, George Widdop, Matt Heath and
Callum Knight were ‘Leaders’ organising and
running the ‘Hockey’ for the county.
This was a fantastic opportunity for our students
to represent both TGAR and the Redditch district
in a regional event All students demonstrated
maturity and excellent leadership skills
throughout the day and were commented on as
being “a credit to the school”.

March 2016

Beauty and the Beast
Tudor Grange Academy students
presented this show over the
course of one week in March
which proved to be a fantastic
success, with everyone involved
worked extremely hard to produce
five high quality performances.
Four local First schools attended
two matinees, with the three
evening performances being open
to the public. The show proved so
popular that the final performance
was a sellout.

Spring Fair and Non-Uniform Day
The last day of term, Thursday 24th
March, was a non-uniform day
for all students. This day was also
the day of our Spring Fair, where
students were able to purchase
items such as cakes, chocolate and
cards, which were arranged by our
SAS students.
This day was in aid of raising

money in support of Brain Tumour
Research, and TGAR students
raised approximately £300 for this
worthy cause.
TGAR were delighted to welcome
representatives from the following
charities to accept cheques for
money raised from the Valentine
Fayre: the NSPCC (£90.84); Night

Stop (£144.60) and the British Heart
Foundation (£140). A photographer
from the Redditch Standard
was there to mark the occasion,
overseen by some of our Year 9
students who helped arrange the
event.

www.redditch.tgacademy.org.uk
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March/April 2016

Awards
Evening

Holocaust
Survivor
Visit

Our Awards evening took place
on Wednesday 23rd March. The
event was well attended, and we
would like to congratulate all
students who received an award.

Year 9 students were pleased
to welcome Holocaust Survivor
Joanna Millan to TGAR on
Thursday 17th March.

Students were interested to hear
Joanna’s story as it related to
their forthcoming work within
GCSE History on this tragic event.
Joanna explained to students how
she was born in Berlin in 1943 and
both her parents were killed by
the Nazis.
Joanna herself was only kept alive
by the charity of others before
being flown to England at the
end of the war. Joanna’s profile
can be found at https://www.het.
org.uk/survivors-joanna-millan.
Following the talk students asked
a wide variety of questions and
thanked Joanna for her visit.

Duke of Edinburgh Awards
On Saturday 16th April, 31 Bronze and
Silver Duke of Edinburgh students
embarked on a training weekend for
their summer expeditions at Pikes
Pool Scout site in Bromsgrove. The
students coped with testing winter
conditions of snow showers, frost and
warm spring sunshine on the Sunday.
The students were an absolute credit

to the school and worked really hard
with the instructors on camp craft and
navigation skills.
This has prepared them well for the
Practice Expedition in June at the
Malvern Hills and the Qualifying
Expedition in July at the Long Mynd in
Shropshire.

Young Enterprise
Our Young Enterprise group presented
their Business report in the final
stages of the competition on Thursday
21st April during the evening at the
Holiday Inn in Bromsgrove.

Oliver Bushell in Year 13 who won
the North Worcestershire Young
Enterprise competition in 2015 with
his business Clean Cut was master
of ceremonies during the awards
evening, and also won a special
The TGAR Year 12 team, called
award for his commitment to Young
Creatrix, won the prestigious
Enterprise. Oliver has presented at
Managing Directors Award. The judges numerous conferences and business
praised Managing Director Adorna
lunches this year promoting Young
Binu for her extreme strength in
Enterprise to local business leaders.
leadership.
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Charity
Update
and
Event
The TGAR Sixth Form
Student council held a
bake sale on Friday 22nd
April and raised £126.31 for
Redditch Night Stop.

April/May 2016

Year 12 Higher Education Evening
On Thursday 14th April, Year 12 students and parents
were invited to attend our Year 12 Higher Education
Information Evening. The evening was designed to
begin the process of thinking about the next steps
in terms of university courses, student finance
arrangements and the application process for UCAS.

University who outlined the benefits of Higher
Education and how Higher Education is funded. Emma
talked through questions with regards to student
finance and the process. The evening was also designed
to talk through how our bespoke PSHE programme
supports students in terms of advice on how to choose
universities and courses, the application process and
key dates.

We had a guest speaker, Emma Lazara, from Coventry

Year 11 Rounders

The rounders season at TGAR started off on top form
on Thursday 21st April, as the Year 11 team beat all
competitors (Arrow Vale, Saint Augustine’s and Trinity)
in the first Redditch schools tournament. The girls
displayed excellent fielding skills, clocking 11 outs on
1st post alone, with some outstanding/perfect play from
backstop Leah Daines and 1st post Megan Moss and
Holly Sealey bowling, followed up with some excellent
catches and stumps by 2nd post fielder Beth Rogers who
also stopped the ball in its tracks on many occasions

preventing the opposition from scoring.
Lydia Bethel also sprung into action to take some
catches, and along with Georgia Armond and Jess
Grosvenor, fed quick balls into 2nd post to help get the
opposition out.
Great back up, support and throws from deep fielders
Amy Crumpton, Annie Nicholls and Erin Morgan to
secure the wins in the outer field. Some fantastic batting
from Megan Moss, Annie Nicholls, Amy Crumpton, Beth
Rodgers and Georgia Armond amongst the rest of the
team, meant we were sure to win every game.

Performing Arts
Showcase
This event took place on
Thursday 19th May 2016.
The evening was planned
and organised by our Year
10 BTEC Music students,
and once again we had some
exceptional performances by
our students. We would like
to thank all students, staff,
families and friends who
joined us to celebrate this
evening.

www.redditch.tgacademy.org.uk
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May/June 2016

Llanrug Outdoor Adventure Week
On Monday 9th May, Mr Tranter (Head of PE) took nineteen Year 9 and 10 students to the Arete Outdoor Education
Centre, Llanrug, Snowdonia. Students took part in various activities including hill walking, kayaking, sea-level
traversing, abseiling, rock climbing, gorge walking, mining and camping skills.

Science Project to help with
UK Space Agency Research
A keen group of budding space biologists at TGAR,
ranging from Year 9 to Year 13, were carefully
monitoring the growth of 200 seedlings over the
course of May. This was a project that British
astronaut Tim Peake launched, where he sent packs
of seeds to a number of schools across the country.
TGAR received one red packet and one blue packet,
each containing 100 seeds of the same species.
Only one of these packets spent 6 months on the
International Space Station orbiting the earth, whilst
the other remained grounded. This was a blind trial
where no schools were told which of the seeds had
actually been in space. The object of this project was
to investigate the effect of microgravity on plant
growth which could allow cultivation of crops in
space in the future so astronauts can eat fresh food
rather than dried.
It was then revealed that the blue packet of seeds had
been into space. TGAR science team predicted the red
one, but on the whole there was no significant difference
in the growth of seedlings thus concluding that a stretch
of time spent in microgravity has no effect on seed
germination on this species. One step closer to growing
food in space? Watch this space!

Tudor Grange Success at CIPFA
Sixth Form
Games
On Wednesday 22nd June,
seven Year 12 students entered
the CIPFA Sixth Form Games
held at the University of
Birmingham. The team, led
by Callum Wright, included
Mia Alborghetti, Amy Joseph,
Adorna Binu, Lucy Reynolds,
Becky Douglas and Wiktoria
Faron. The team managed
to secure victory, with
Callum Wright also winning
special recognition for his
contribution during the day.
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June 2016

Football Coaching with PSV
Eindhoven and Inspire Sport
On Wednesday 22nd June, Mr Tranter and two TGAR students
(George Evans and Flynn Duggan) were selected by ‘Inspiresport’
to take part in a football coaching master-class with PSV Eindhoven
Football Club.
This was a great opportunity to experience high quality coaching
and working with elite performers which focused on 4 key principles
(attack, defence, attack into defence and defence into attack). The day
was broken down into individual coaching drills and techniques as
well as 7-a-side tournament play. Our students thoroughly enjoyed
the experience and demonstrated a high level of performance
throughout.

Overseas Exchange Students
TGAR have a long and successful tradition of hosting overseas
exchange students, and Amelie Bastien joined us last year from
Canada. Whilst starting off very shy and quiet, with the help and
understanding of our Year 12 students, Amelie quickly became a
popular member of our Sixth Form. After being encouraged to join
the Performing Arts course, she quickly found where her passion
and natural ability lay by performing in the Arts Showcase.
Amelie has now returned to Canada, and sent us this message: “I want
you to know that my time in Tudor Grange was amazing and made me
grow up a lot. The teachers were fantastic and I enjoyed every single
day spent in your school. I hope that other foreign students will be able
to have the chance to be in your school because you really made a huge
and positive difference in my experience. I will be forever thankful to
Tudor Grange Academy for that.”
It was a pleasure to host Amelie in the Sixth Form and we wish her every
success in the future.

Destinations
Day Year 10 Work
Experience
We held the Year 10 Destinations Day on Wednesday 15th
June. This event was highly successful with an external
speaker coming in from the Apprentice Workshop,
Helena Baxter, to give a talk to students about future
careers. The students were really engaged with all staff
doing CVs, covering letters, letters of application, as well as
accessing Fast Tomato (a Careers Software Programme),
which may suggest some unusual careers that the
students may not have thought about before. This is a
part of the CEIAG programme of events that we put on for
students at TGAR.

Our Year 10 students had the opportunity
to do some work experience during the
week commencing 20th June 2016. We have
contacted the Work Experience providers
and have had some wonderful feedback.
The students involved were a credit to
themselves, their families and TGAR.

www.redditch.tgacademy.org.uk
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June 2016

Year 9 Options
Taster Morning
TGAR welcomed our incoming Year 9 students on
Tuesday 7th June to an Options Taster Morning. Students
had the opportunity to experience a number of different
curriculum areas, including subjects that they may be
less familiar with such as Psychology, Sociology, Business
Studies and Media Studies. Students participated in a
range of exciting activities that included using balloons
in Geography to demonstrate how pressure and friction
builds up and is suddenly released and using experimental
painting techniques and oil pastel ‘scratch plate’ drawings
in Art. At break, students were able to sample the cuisine
on offer in the school restaurant – pizza proved to be the
most popular choice amongst students! Students returned
in July for their transition days on 13th and 14th July.

Wimbledon
Trip
On Monday 27th June, Mr. Tranter took a group of
students to Wimbledon to thank them for their hard
work in PE this year. With tickets for Court 2, the
students witnessed some fantastic tennis. Throughout
the afternoon, students watched Adrian Mannarino of
France defeat Kyle Edmund, Madison Keys defeat Laura
Siegemund and Milos Raonic defeat Pablo Carreno Busta!
It was a brilliant experience to see professional tennis at
such close proximity and all the matches were gripping!
In between games, the students were able to explore
Wimbledon. Students spent some time watching players
warming up in the practice areas, indulged in some
strawberries and cream, and even managed to experience
the feeling of watching the tennis on the big screen beside
“Murray Mound”. It was a brilliant day and a fantastic
way to reward the dedication of these students to the PE
department. Furthermore, it was a superb insight into the
world of professional sport.

14
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Duke of
Edinburgh
Awards

Bronze and Silver students completed
their practice expedition at the end of June.
The students planned their own route
and menus. Students walked locally and
camped at Upton Warren sailing centre.
All of the bronze students worked hard on
their navigation and was rewarded by a
sunny evening at Upton Warren watching
the England/Iceland match. Silver students
camp craft and navigation was superb and
they battled through very wet weather on the
third day to climb the Lickey, Waseley and
Clent Hills.

June 2016

Year 12 Business Studies Visit Reed
Business School
On 28th June nineteen Year 12 Business Studies students visited the
prestigious Reed Business School – a stunningly converted 15th Century
Manor House situated in the picturesque village of Little Compton
in the Cotswolds. Reed Business School is a UK centre of excellence
for professional qualification tuition, founded in 1972. The school
specialises in ACCA, CIMA, ICAEW and CII qualification provision and
boasts pass rates far above the national average.
The day began with students discussing their plans for the future and
deciding within their groups who inspires them. Congratulations to
Lewis Standley, Marin Beeson and Joshua Moorhouse whose reasons
for why Winston Churchill inspires them impressed the staff from the
business school.
Students then moved on to the main activity for the day – a business
challenge. Students used a simulation programme on computers based
on them buying and selling Help for Heroes wrist bands. Students
were required to decide the selling and buying price for their products,
consider their debtor and creditor terms as well as how much stock they
would hold and other costs such as advertising. As the simulation ran
the teams were judged on market shares, sales revenue and ultimately
how much money they had in their bank account as they did not want
to become bankrupt and lose the game. The game clearly outlined to
students the importance of positive cash flow and enabled them to
develop their team work and decision making skills. Congratulations to
Callum Wright and his team of Scott Wood, Kieran Shaw and Thomas
Chambers who were victorious in the final round and displayed
excellent knowledge in the key variables needed to be successful and
knock out their competition.
Students were then treated to a lunch and given maps to explore
the stunning location before being treated to a careers talk by a
representative from Reed Recruitment Agency. This gave students
some vital tips on university applications, interview techniques and life
after education. Students found the experience extremely interesting
and opportunities were given to ask questions and explore further the
options available to them post Tudor Grange.
The day was enjoyed by all and the students represented Tudor Grange
Academy Redditch exceptionally well, again showing what a wonderful
group of Business Studies students we have. A big thank you to Reed
Business School for their hospitality and we look forward to continuing
this relationship in the future.

www.redditch.tgacademy.org.uk
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June/July 2016

Business Students Compete in
ICAEW BASE 2016 National Final
On 30th June six Tudor Grange Redditch students
- Oliver Bushell, Molly Noke, Ella Maddocks, Hope
Foster, Dan Mills and Jordan Walsh - travelled the short
distance to the Hilton Birmingham Metropole Hotel
to compete for the title of BASE Champions in the
prestigious National Final. By competing in the final
the Year 13 team are amongst the top 48 teams across
the UK beating off competition from more than 3,000
students in order to get to the final stage. An incredible
achievement in itself.

overnight accommodation and breakfast the following
morning. Teacher Mrs James “I am so proud of these 6
students and what they have achieved throughout this
competition. The have been exceptional in representing
the school and I know they are all going to go on and do
great things in the future”

The students were presented with a new, tough business
challenge which required them to apply the knowledge,
skills and experience they have gained during their
studies in order to show determination, business
excellence and creativity to ultimately try to take home
the top award. Unfortunately the team did not win
however their presentation was praised by their mentor
and the judges for its professionalism and the team
was also congratulated for their excellent team work
throughout the day.
After the business challenge concluded students
were given chance to get ready for the celebration
dinner in the evening. A delicious three-course meal,
award ceremony and evening entertainment were
put on for the final 48 teams. The students were then
able to enjoy the facilities of the hotel, including

Year 9 Visit to
WW1 Battlefields
The History Department, in conjunction with English, the
Combined Cadet Force (CCF) and languages visited the WW1
Battlefields from Friday 1st July to Sunday 3rd July.
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Rock and Pop
School Concert
TGAR hosted a Rock and Pop schools festival on
Tuesday 5th July in their 200 seated specialist
Theatre with professional sound and lighting. The
performance was part of a week long ‘Voices and
Visions’ festival of Arts and Music, organised by
Worcestershire Youth Music and the County Arts
Service. It was a showcase of some of the best young
Instrumentalists and Vocalists from around the
county with acts that included original songs and
covers of well know rock and pop artists such as
London Grammar, Jess Glynne, Cascada, Gnash, Amy
Winehouse and Prince.

Trevor Jones of Worcestershire Youth Music
commented:

“Worcestershire Youth Music is pleased to be
working with Worcestershire Arts Service and
Worcestershire schools to stage this year’s Voices
and Visions Festival. Our partnership has resulted
in many more exciting creative experiences for the
children and young people across the county and
gives us a wonderful opportunity to showcase and
celebrate their impressive talents. Sit back and
enjoy!” and our County Arts Officer, Steve Wilson
said “I am delighted to see that the 17th year of
Tracy Wright, Teacher of Music and Peforming Arts
Voices and Visions is probably our biggest yet! We
at TGAR worked alongside WYM to host the event.
anticipate thousands of our young artists, actors,
‘’We are pleased to be working with our county music dancers and musicians being involved from across
service to provide such an exciting opportunity to
the whole county. A massive thanks to all those
our own young musicians alongside other local
schools, teachers and arts organisations for being
artists, it has given our students a real focus and a
involved. Enjoy this wonderful festival of young
fantastic platform to perform to an audience, we
talent and be amazed and inspired!”
hope this is the first of many events that we host
here at Tudor Grange in our Theatre, we have great
facilities for performances of this nature.’’
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Year 11 Prom
Was held at Henley Golf and Country Club on Friday 1st July
2016. It was a fabulous evening, and the students’ behaviour was
exemplary throughout the event.
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Year 13 Prom
The Sixth Form Prom took place at The Abbey Hotel
in Redditch on Monday 4th July.
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Art
Exhibition
Evening
Our Sixth Form Students held an Art Exhibition
at TGAR on Tuesday 5th July, showcasing some
of their excellent work completed this year.
Selected year 11 students also had some
work exhibited during this event.

Worcester Summer School Games
On Tuesday 5th July Mr Tranter (Head of PE) took three TGAR students (Jess Cann, Jaydon Heron and
Flynn Duggan) to take part in the Worcestershire Summer Games at Bromsgrove School. Our “Young
Leaders” spent the day organising and delivering Tri-Golf and Cricket activities.

Duke of Edinburgh Awards
The Bronze
and Silver
DofE students
embarked
on their
qualifying
expedition in
Shropshire
during the
first week of
July. After
a very early
start, the students were dropped
off in Stiperstones in Shropshire
before walking over the Long
Mynd and camping in Little
Stretton for the night. The students
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then walked over Much Wenlock
to finish in Church Stretton. All
of our students have worked
incredibly hard over the last few
days to put all of their knowledge
of camp craft, cooking and
navigation into practice in really
challenging terrain, whilst being
completely self-sufficient.
Miss Cerrone will be running
DofE again next year. If you would
like to know a bit more about the
expedition, please see the DofE
twitter page from this year’s
expedition at https://twitter.com/
TGAR_DofE.
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Sports Day

Trust Athletics

On Friday 8th July,
the PE department
organised a whole school
“Sporting Day” which
included: Rounders,
Tennis, Handball, Softball,
Dodgeball, Volleyball,
Cricket and Art. All Year
9 and 10 students were
involved and had opted
for a variety of activities in
which they represented
their individual Colleges
(Corvus, Lyra, Orion,
Pictor and Vela). The
day was extremely
successful with high
levels of engagement
and effort shown by
all students. After a
close run competition
the final results
showed that Lyra
had narrowly won
the overall day. All of
our students were
a credit to their
respective colleges
throughout the day
and we look forward
to our “Winter
Sporting Day” in the
autumn term.

In the year 10 competition there were some notable
successes throughout such as; George Widdop winning the
Long Jump, Cerys Lumley winning the 300m, Skye Griffiths
third in the 300m, Harley Penn winning the discus, Jack
Graty winning the shot-put, Will Clisset winning the 800m,
Callum Knight second in the 1500m, Joel Smith second in
the 100m, the boys relay team coming second and the girls
relay team coming third overall.

Monday 11th July 2016 was the
date for our first ever Trust
Athletics Event. Over 200
competing students from across
the Trust (Redditch, Solihull,
Worcester and Leicester)
converged on Nunnery
Wood Sports Complex. With
Redditch unable to compete
for the overall winner’s trophy,
our focus was solely on our
performances in both the year
9 and year 10 competitions.

In the year 9 competition, again TGAR students excelled,
most notably; Flynn Duggan winning the 300m and the
200m, Jess Cann winning the 300m, Long Jump and the
800m, Jasmine Crane winning the 200m, Jake Browning
winning the 800m and second in the Long Jump and the
girls relay team coming second overall.
When the final results were announced, TGAR were
crowned the KS4 Tudor Grange Academies Trust
Athletics Champions 2016. An excellent achievement
and a thoroughly enjoyable experience for all competing
students.

British Swimming - European
Junior Championships
We are very proud of Year 11 student Isobel Griffiths. Issy has had the
enormous challenge over the last 3 years of maintaining her elite swimming
training program and balancing this with her educational needs. She has
been training three school mornings a week and every evening as well as
every Saturday morning, racking up over 20 hours in the pool each week.
This dedicated training regime has been key to her success. Over the
past 3 years, she has represented West Midlands and England overseas
at swimming meets in Luxembourg, Portugal and Italy as well as winning
bronze and silver medals in the 400 freestyle, 800 freestyle and 400
Individual Medley events at the British National Championships.
She is part of the England talent program building towards the
commonwealth Games and Tokyo 2020 and, after good performances at the
British Championships in Glasgow, she got her first Team GB selection for
the European Junior championships in Hungary this July. This is her single
biggest swimming achievement to date but we hope there is more to come.

www.redditch.tgacademy.org.uk
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Board of Governors

If you are interested in joining our Board of Governors as a Parent Governor please contact Miss A Green
for more information on agreen@redditch.tgacademy.org.uk.

Parent Carer Forum

The Parent/Carer Forum is a working group that look at the strategic areas within the
school. The group is essential in giving potential feedback as part of our commitment
to a collaborative approach to improving the Academy. Meetings are held each half
term, normally on a Wednesday from 6.00pm to 7.00pm.

Working in
Partnership.

To get involved in the Parent/Carer Forum please contact Miss A Green on
agreen@redditch.tgacademy.org.uk for further information. Any Parent/Carer who
has a student at TGAR is welcome to join.

“

Finally, I would like to take this
opportunity to thank all of you for your
ongoing support and look forward to
many more successful events.

”

Jodie Bolter, Principal

Tudor Grange Academy Redditch

Tudor Grange
Academies Trust

Tudor Grange Academy Redditch
Woodrow Drive, Redditch, Worcestershire, B98 7UH
info@redditch.tgacademy.org.uk
www.redditch.tgacademy.org.uk
t. 01527 523088
f. 01527 514245
Principal: Jodie Bolter
Tudor Grange

Part of Trust
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Academies

Tudor Grange Academies Trust

Together
is better.

