This research‐based project is designed to give you an ideal grounding for A‐level study.
Research and complete the tasks to give you a good idea of what to expect on a
Sociology course.
If you then choose to study Sociology this will give you a good head start for your AS
(Year one A Level) Sociology.
Present the tasks in any format you like – this could be a PowerPoint or a poster, or a
leaflet, or on A4.
The project will be handed in when you begin the course in September
Good luck and Enjoy 

AS or A Level Year 1
Topics:
Families and Households
Education
Research methods

A Level Year 2
Topics:
Beliefs in Society
Crime
Theory and
Methods

Socialisation is how we learn our
culture, including language,
beliefs and many behaviours.
Sociologists are interested in the
role that people play in helping
socialise children.
Most Sociologists think that
upbringing (nurture) plays a key
role in socialising children into
different cultures
Feral children are children who
spend time growing up without
any human contact.

Your tasks are:
1) Investigate at least 3 cases of ‘feral children’. Youtube has some good documentaries
of these to help your research.
2) Produce a summary of the 3 cases.
3) What do these cases tell us about the importance of early socialisation?
4) Were your cases able to learn normal human behaviour once they had been
discovered? If not then why do you think this is?

In September, The Conservatives
announced they would be
expanding the number of
grammar schools in the UK.
There has been an extremely
fierce debate over the fairness
of grammar schools (selecting
by ability) since their conception
in 1944., with some arguing that
grammar schools unfairly
benefit the middle‐classes,
while others argue that it gives
working‐class children a chance
that they otherwise wouldn’t
have had.

Your task is…

1) To research both sides of the debate. Mail on Sunday columnist Peter Hitchens
outlines his position on his blog (in favour of grammar schools
http://hitchensblog.mailonsunday.co.uk/grammar‐schools/), and Wikipedia has a good
overview of this debate.
2) What position does each of the other political parties take on this issue?
3) What do you think? Explain your reasoning.

What is religion? Should we define
it in terms or particular kinds of
belief, or in terms of its social role?
What is the role of religion in
society. What functions does it
perform, and who benefits from
them.
Some sociologists argue that
religion helps to keep everything in
society the same, others argue that
religion can bring about change

Your task…
1) Attached is a copy of Dr Martin Luther King’s ‘I have a dream’ speech.
2) What do you think
3) Pick one recent news story (for example, the US election or Brexit). Summarise the
story and then outline how the internet may have influenced the outcome of the
story.
4) What do you think? Is the internet a force for good or for evil? Give your reasoning.

Martin Luther King Jr,
28 August 1963, Washington DC
I am happy to join with you today in what will go down in history as the greatest
demonstration for freedom in the history of our nation.
Five score years ago, a great American, in whose symbolic shadow we stand today,
signed the Emancipation Proclamation. This momentous decree came as a great beacon
light of hope to millions of Negro slaves, who had been seared in the flames of withering
injustice. It came as a joyous daybreak to end the long night of their captivity.
But one hundred years later, the Negro still is not free. One hundred years later, the life
of the Negro is still sadly crippled by the manacles of segregation and the chains of
discrimination. One hundred years later, the Negro lives on a lonely island of poverty in
the midst of a vast ocean of material prosperity. One hundred years later, the Negro is
still languished in the corners of American society and finds himself an exile in his own
land. And so we've come here today to dramatize a shameful condition.
In a sense we have come to our nation's capital to cash a cheque. When the architects of
our republic wrote the magnificent words of the Constitution and the Declaration of
Independence, they were signing a promissory note to which every American was to fall
heir. This note was a promise that all men, yes, black men as well as white men, would
be guaranteed the unalienable rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. It is
obvious today that America has defaulted on this promissory note, insofar as her citizens
of colour are concerned. Instead of honouring this sacred obligation, America has given
the Negro people a bad check, a check which has come back marked "insufficient funds."
But we refuse to believe that the bank of justice is bankrupt. We refuse to believe that
there are insufficient funds in the great vaults of opportunity of this nation. And so we
have come to cash this check, a check that will give us upon demand the riches of
freedom and the security of justice.
We have also come to this hallowed spot to remind America of the fierce urgency of Now.
This is no time to engage in the luxury of cooling off or to take the tranquilizing drug of
gradualism. Now is the time to make real the promises of democracy. Now is the time to
rise from the dark and desolate valley of segregation to the sunlit path of racial justice.
Now is the time to lift our nation from the quicksands of racial injustice to the solid rock
of brotherhood. Now is the time to make justice a reality for all of God's children.
It would be fatal for the nation to overlook the urgency of the moment. This sweltering
summer of the Negro's legitimate discontent will not pass until there is an invigorating
autumn of freedom and equality. Nineteen sixty-three is not an end but a beginning.
Those who hope that the Negro needed to blow off steam and will now be content will
have a rude awakening if the nation returns to business as usual. There will be neither
rest nor tranquility in America until the Negro is granted his citizenship rights. The
whirlwinds of revolt will continue to shake the foundations of our nation until the bright
day of justice emerges.
But there is something that I must say to my people who stand on the warm threshold
which leads into the palace of justice. In the process of gaining our rightful place we must
not be guilty of wrongful deeds. Let us not seek to satisfy our thirst for freedom by
drinking from the cup of bitterness and hatred. We must ever conduct our struggle on the
high plane of dignity and discipline. We must not allow our creative protest to degenerate

I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not
be judged by the colour of their skin but by the content of their character. I have a dream
today!
I have a dream that one day, down in Alabama, with its vicious racists, with its governor
having his lips dripping with the words of interposition and nullification; one day right
down in Alabama little black boys and black girls will be able to join hands with little
white boys and white girls as sisters and brothers. I have a dream today!
I have a dream that one day every valley shall be exalted, and every hill and mountain
shall be made low, the rough places will be made plain, and the crooked places will be
made straight, and the glory of the Lord shall be revealed and all flesh shall see it
together.
This is our hope. This is the faith that I will go back to the South with. With this faith we
will be able to hew out of the mountain of despair a stone of hope. With this faith we will
be able to transform the jangling discords of our nation into a beautiful symphony of
brotherhood. With this faith we will be able to work together, to pray together, to
struggle together, to go to jail together, to stand up for freedom together, knowing that
we will be free one day. And this will be the day, this will be the day when all of God's
children will be able to sing with new meaning, "My country 'tis of thee, sweet land of
liberty, of thee I sing. Land where my fathers died, land of the Pilgrim's pride, from every
mountainside, let freedom ring!" And if America is to be a great nation, this must become
true.
And so let freedom ring -- from the prodigious hilltops of New Hampshire.
Let freedom ring -- from the mighty mountains of New York.
Let freedom ring -- from the heightening Alleghenies of
Pennsylvania.
Let freedom ring -- from the snow-capped Rockies of Colorado.
Let freedom ring -- from the curvaceous slopes of California.
But not only that.
Let freedom ring -- from Stone Mountain of Georgia.
Let freedom ring -- from Lookout Mountain of Tennessee.
Let freedom ring -- from every hill and molehill of Mississippi,
from every mountainside, let freedom ring!
And when this happens, when we allow freedom to ring, when we let it ring from every
village and every hamlet, from every state and every city, we will be able to speed up
that day when all of God's children, black men and white men, Jews and Gentiles,
Protestants and Catholics, will be able to join hands and sing in the words of the old
Negro spiritual,
"Free at last, free at last.

Thank God Almighty, we are free at last."

In 2011 riots
occurred in the UK.
They started in
London and then
spread to other cities
such as Birmingham,
Manchester and
Liverpool.
5 people were killed
and many homes
and businesses were
looted or burnt
down.

Your task is...
1) Research the London riots, produce a summary of the events, how long they lasted
and how the disorder spread.
2) Research the reasons for these riots; watch Youtube videos and read accounts in
news articles at the time. Give reasons for the riots from different perspectives, for
example, what did the rioters say – is there any reason to disbelieve their account?
What did people from local communities (where the rioting happened) say were the
causes, what did the government say were the reasons? State problems/strengths of
these reasons as you discuss them.
3) In your own personal opinion, what was the main reason why people were rioting?
Give reasons for your answer.

