Tudor Grange Academy

Sixth Form

A

“

Our mission is to equip students with the knowledge,
skills and qualifications they need to thrive in
the future. We aim to ensure our pupils succeed
academically within our stimulating, inclusive learning
environment and that they become responsible,
interesting and informed citizens who can make a
positive contribution to society. We strive to ensure
that all students aspire to reach their full potential and
set themselves ambitions goals for the future.

Mission statement

”

Determination
Respect
Excellence

Principal welcome
I am delighted to welcome you to Tudor Grange Academy Redditch Sixth Form prospectus,
and I hope that you find the information both useful and informative.
We believe that every student deserves an outstanding education and should be at the
centre of everything we do. Our core purpose is to raise their aspirations and ensure that
all our students have the best educational experience possible which provides them with
the outcomes they need to progress towards their future chosen pathway, be that university,
college, training or employment.
At Tudor Grange Academy Redditch Sixth Form, we have designed our varied and
innovative curriculum to meet the needs of a wide range of students. This means that
you can choose to follow a very traditional academic A-level path or you can take a more
vocational path, choosing courses that build practical skills at the same time as developing
your academic abilities.
Students at Tudor Grange Academy Redditch Sixth Form have access to excellent facilities
in a great Sixth Form building. Our Sixth Form prides itself on high expectations of behaviour
and standards, placing great emphasis on pastoral care and very close links with parents.
Our Sixth Form team have a wealth of knowledge and experience and provide personalised
support for students, helping you achieve your goals and move on to your next destinations.
We aim to instil in every student the behaviour, aptitude and ability to meet the demands
of a rapidly changing world. We believe that we must enable students to develop their
full potential and as such we encourage students to get involved in our wide range of
extra-curricular opportunities within our bespoke “Sixth Form Enrichment” programme.
At Tudor Grange Academy Redditch, we recognise that our students, your sons and daughters,
only get one chance of an education, one main chance to flourish and prepare for adult life.
We strive to give our students the very best by developing the potential of every child and
equipping them with the skills, knowledge and attitude to enable
them to excel and succeed in the future.
I hope that this prospectus provides you with a flavour of the
expectations we have for our students. We look forward to
welcoming you to our community and having the opportunity to
show you around our school.
Jodie Bolter, Principal
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A message from the
Head Students
Tudor Grange Academy Redditch is a school that provides the resources and experiences
essential to your success as a Sixth Form student. The academy offers a diverse subject
choice, highly approachable staff and a range of activities for students to participate in,
meaning you are given the opportunity to follow your passion.
All members of the Sixth Form team are able to give students the support and guidance
needed for the transition from the end of Key Stage 4 through to Higher Education or the
work place. Throughout our studies at A-Level we are yet to come across a member of
staff who isn’t willing to help and assist with any queries we have had. This gives us great
confidence and this personalised approach is one of the biggest strengths of TGAR.
We believe that making a student feel welcome and like they are part of a family is just
as important as providing the finest educational opportunities. As Head Students we are
passionate about student voice and our student council enables us to voice our opinions
and make significant changes that are beneficial to student life at TGAR.
But don’t take our word for it, come and look around and join our TGAR family!
Oliver Newton-Coombs and Maddy Hollis
Head Students.
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The Sixth Form team
The Sixth Form staff team consists of:
Mrs N. Watts

Head of Sixth Form

Mrs L. Littley

Sixth Form Destinations Co-ordinator

Mrs C. Rivett

Sixth Form Enrichment Co-ordinator

Mr N. Watts

Sixth Form Recruitment Co-ordinator

The team works together with our excellent form tutors to support our students in all aspects of
Sixth Form life. Whilst we concentrate our efforts on helping students to attain the best grades
possible through our achievement programme, we also encourage and support students to
enrich their Sixth Form experience through sport and community involvement or by learning
new skills and developing new interests as part of our extensive enrichment programme.
Each week we hold a Sixth Form assembly for all students in which they receive valuable
information regarding issues relevant to their future pathways, such as work opportunities,
university applications and student finance, as well
as having the opportunity to reflect on current affairs
and international debates. Assemblies also provide
the chance to publicly celebrate the many successes
of our students.
In a highly competitive market employers and
universities are increasingly interested in a wider
range of skills developed through Sixth Form life
and we seize every opportunity to guide students
in fulfilling these criteria.

“

I love it because
I am having fun
learning and I am
surrounded by
people who want
to learn.

”

Noor Zafar, Year 12.
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Facilities
Our large school site boasts a strong location with plenty of outdoor space attached to the Sixth
Form facilities that can be enjoyed in warmer weather.
During lesson time students benefit from light, newly-refurbished, welcoming classrooms
which are dedicated to specific areas of study and offer easy access to required resources and
subject staff.
Our Sixth Form facilities are purpose-built and are for the exclusive use of our post-16 students.
The large, modern space includes an open plan area for relaxing and socialising, served by a
well-equipped kitchen and free Wi-Fi.
In addition, students can make use of our Quiet Study Room and our dedicated IT suite with
around 30 workstations. These facilities have been designed to support students in using their
time outside timetabled lessons wisely.

“

We want to support
our students to
develop their talents
and interests to the
full.

”

Mrs C. MacLean,
CEO Tudor Grange
Academies Trust
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Personalised support
Form groups
Upon enrolment students are placed into a tutor group which is led by an experienced form
tutor who becomes their daily point of contact during morning registration. Tutors offer
students the time and support to reflect on world events, as well as offering vital guidance on
managing workload, developing strong organisational skills and maintaining outstanding
attendance and punctuality. They also have a crucial role to play in advising students in
actioning their plans to access their chosen post-18 destination.
Attendance
Students are required to attend school every day and to arrive promptly with their form tutor
at 8.50am. As in the lower school, punctuality remains an important priority and failure to
maintain a superb record in this respect will be robustly challenged by staff, as we endeavour
to guide our students in developing skills which will stand them in good stead in the working
world.
Specific needs
Students with special educational needs, disability or long term illness will be given support.
Some students with particular needs may receive additional support in lessons. Close links will
be maintained with home and the curriculum will be modified if necessary. Where appropriate,
students may also have access to support from a member of our mentoring team in school.
Gifted and talented
Students with high GCSE results and ambitious aspirations are identified at the start of their
Sixth Form studies. A programme of additional development opportunities and support is made
available to these students, with specific mentoring sessions available aimed at students applying
to Oxford or Cambridge or undertaking LNAT, UKCAT and other subject-specific educational entry
tests, as well as those preparing for a competitive university selection process.
Sixth Form bursary
Financial support is available through the Sixth Form bursary fund. A range of financial and
social factors may mean a student is entitled to apply. Details of the policy and application forms
can be found in the Sixth Form section of the school website. Any student who was eligible for
free school meals in year 11, and whose circumstances have remained unchanged, should see
the Head of Sixth Form for further details. Other students who live in households in receipt of
certain benefits may also be eligible for the fund and are encouraged to enquire.
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Personalised support
Study areas
There is a choice of designated working areas for Sixth Form students. The common room in
our purpose-built Sixth Form area can be used as a social working space where students can
discuss work with their peers or take advantage of the catering that is on offer from the Tudor
Grange Catering Services. Alternatively students can work in the supervised Sixth Form
computer room, where the IT facilities can support them with their studies, or the Quiet Study
Room. Sixth Form students are also welcomed to the school library where they set a superb
example of conscientious, independent study to our lower school students.
Students’ timetables include a significant amount of ‘Private Study’, which is monitored
by staff and is intended to provide the opportunity to catch up on class work or homework
and the time and resources to read around the subjects they are studying. They also have
the chance to develop their marketable skillset by taking part in one of a vast programme
of MOOCs (Massive Open Online Courses) available online from a huge range of both
educational, industrial and professional providers. The ability to plan their non-contact
time and make effective use of it is of vital importance to students as they approach either
university, an apprenticeship or the working world.

#TGAR6
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Students in the
Sixth Form are well
prepared for their
studies and show
highly positive
attitudes to their
work.

”

Tudor Grange Academies
Trust Review, February 2018
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Academic experience
Our Sixth Form is firmly rooted in a culture of success and high expectations, underpinned by our
excellent teaching and a curriculum that provides challenge and rigour for all.
At Tudor Grange Academy Redditch we offer a wide variety of post-16 qualifications and it is
crucial students make informed decisions when considering subject options so they can follow
a curriculum which suits their preferred way of working, their interests, their ability and their
future aspirations. Students may choose to follow purely A-level or vocational courses or may
opt for a combined pathway. Entrance to all subjects is dependent upon prior attainment at
GCSE. The table below outlines our recommendations for which pathway a student might
choose, dependent on their GCSE results.

Pathway

Oxbridge/
Medics

GCSE
average
point
score

Support

7.0+

• University visits
• Oxbridge speakers
• Medical student visits
• Summer school and masterclasses at the University of Birmingham
• Guidance in securing internships/work experience
• Specialist UCAS ‘early entry’ guidance
• Wider reading guidance

Recommended
course of
study
4 A-levels (two
of which should
be in facilitating
subjects*)
EPQ programme
(compulsory)

Russell
Group/
Top
Universities

6.0+

• University visits
• Summer school and masterclasses at the University of Birmingham
• Guidance in securing internships/work experience
• UCAS guidance
• Wider reading guidance

Higher
Education

5.0+

• Trips including the Skills Show at the NEC
• Guidance in securing internships/work experience
• UCAS guidance
• Support with applying for apprenticeships/employment

3 or 4 subjects
(All A-levels or
A-level/BTEC
combination)

4.0+

• Trips including the Skills Show at the NEC
• Guidance in securing internships/work experience
• Support with applying for apprenticeships/employment

3 or 4 subjects
(Combination
of BTEC
qualifications
and A-levels)

3.2+

• Trips including the Skills Show at the NEC
• Guidance in securing internships/work experience
• Support with applying for apprenticeships/employment or
further training

Skilled

Professional

3 or 4 A-levels
EPQ programme
(optional)

2 or 3 BTEC
subjects
Work experience
placements

* Maths, Further Maths English Literature, Biology, Chemistry, Physics, History, Geography, Languages

We realise that the transition from a large number of GCSE subjects to initially four areas of
interest can be daunting so we have developed our transition process to aid students in making
these pivotal decisions. This process begins with an initial chance to sample preferred subjects,
followed by several opportunities to discuss these choices with both expert staff and current
students. During the first half term of year 12, students work with their form tutors and subject
staff to review their subject choices and all aspects of their performance.
This ensures they are following a pathway in which they can enjoy the
greatest success.
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“

Lessons include
very effective
techniques that
develop independent
study and provide
opportunities for
students to work
things out for
themselves.

”

Tudor Grange Academies
Trust Review, February 2018

Determination
Respect
Excellence

16

www.redditch.tgacademy.org.uk

How to choose your courses
•

You should choose subjects you enjoy and in which you are interested.

•

Choose subjects you are good at and in which you think you will be successful.

•

If you have some idea of future career aspirations you should choose subjects that are
necessary to follow that path.

•

Carry out research into the courses that are on offer. Speak to members of staff or contact the
Head of Sixth Form for more information.

•

Speak to other students who have taken the subject – they are in the best position to give you
a realistic account of what studying it involves.

•

Think about the assessment methods of the different types of qualifications. If you find
exams difficult you should consider taking courses in which a
proportion of the assessment is by coursework.

•

If the course is one offered as part of a partnership
with another school you will need to make a
commitment to travelling to one of our Trust schools;
Worcester or Solihull.

•

Arrange to visit us. We would look forward to the
opportunity to discuss your chosen pathway and
combination of subjects with you.

“

My teacher
cares
about my
learning.

”

Laura Quarterman,
Year 12.
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The courses we offer
It is our current intention to offer the following Level 3 courses from September 2019. These
options are subject to change according to student demand. If the course you would like to study
is not listed here then please do let us know. We already provide several courses in collaboration
with the other Tudor Grange Academy Trust Sixth Forms and we are always willing to investigate
the possibility of collaboration with other local providers to meet student needs.
A-levels
Art (Art, Craft and Design)
Biology
Business Studies
Chemistry
English Literature
Further Maths
Geography
German
History
Maths
Media Studies
Philosophy and Ethics
Physical Education (PE)
Physics
Psychology
Sociology

Vocational
BTEC Applied Law
BTEC Applied Science
BTEC Business
BTEC Children’s Play, Learning and Development
BTEC Forensic and Criminal Investigation
BTEC Health and Social Care
BTEC Information Technology
BTEC Performing Arts
BTEC Sport
BTEC Travel and Tourism
WJEC Level 3 Criminology
WJEC Level 3 Food Science and Nutrition

Regardless of which subjects students opt for, teachers will expect them to become increasingly
independent learners. This can be challenging but our extensive individualised support within
the classroom and during pastoral time is designed to assist students in reflecting on their
learning behaviours and areas on which they might improve. This is supported by a programme
of progress interviews in school as well as parents’ evenings and parent-free academic review
days, as requested by our students themselves, to allow students time to reflect on how they are
moving towards their intended post-18 goal.
The level of study students choose to embark on with us requires self-motivation and a
willingness to play an active role in one’s own learning. If students have the dedication
and commitment, the quality of teaching we are proud to provide will ensure students are
well-prepared for the future.

#TGAR6

19

Determination
Respect
Excellence

20 www.redditch.tgacademy.org.uk

Enrichment experience
September 2018 welcomed the introduction of a new, extensive enrichment programme which
aims not only to support students in developing their learning skills but also to open up new
experiences that will benefit them beyond their time in Sixth Form and offer opportunities for
personal growth.
Students are expected to select activities from our ever-expanding list (see below) and to take
part in those activities regularly and consistently as a way of broadening their horizons and
ultimately making them more marketable as they approach life beyond the classroom.
We enjoy a strong sense of community in school and encourage all Sixth Form students to
contribute their time and energy to charity events, annual celebrations and school support
initiatives, such as our Peer Mentoring programmes and driving forward the aims of the
Student Council. Many students opt to work with the younger members of our community
and make a powerful contribution to the progress of others.

LEADERSHIP

COMMUNITY

school with issues
Form group links
like numeracy, social
- Help to lead an
skills, organisation
support form time
activities
Paired reading
scheme
Subject ambassador
- read on a 1-2-1 basis
roles
with lower school
- offer TA
students to improve
support within a
their literacy
departmental area
- lead student
Senior Student Team
intervention
- lead on Student
sessions
Voice, represent
- offer departmental
school at public
planning and
events, line
resource support
manage Sixth Form
committees.
Learning mentor roles
- work on a 1-2-1
basis supporting
students in lower

Membership of at least one
of the following working
groups:
Senior Student Team
- lead on Student Voice,
represent school at
public events, line
manage the other
student committees.
Make a Difference
- facilitate charity events
- design and lead
community involvement
projects
School Community
- publicity and promotion
- school magazine
- lunchtime DJs
- lead lower school clubs

ACADEMIC ENRICHMENT
MOOCs (Massive Open Online
Courses)
EPQ
TED Talks
Business Challenge
Study exchanges
Biology Olympiad
Chemistry Olympiad

DEVELOPMENT
SPORTS

CREATIVITY

LIFE SKILLS

Fitness gym

Art

Pilates

Performing Arts/

Optional PE

Backstage skills

Couch to 5k

Knit and Natter

- Drive IQ

Tough Mudder

Basic needlecraft

- Pilates/yoga

Cadet Training

Book club

- Mindfulness

Wildlife project

- Managing stress

Conversational
Languages

Well-being
programme (5 week
rolling programme
of events)

- Sexual health
Survival cookery
Duke of Edinburgh

TRIPS AND VISITS
SPORTS
England v Japan @
Wembley (18.11.18)
International
rugby match @
Twickenham (Date
TBC)
Basketball match
@ NEC (Date TBC)
Clay Pigeon
Shooting (4.10.18)

CULTURAL

THEATRE

RESIDENTIAL

German Christmas Saturday Night
Markets in
Fever (25.9.18)
Birmingham (Dec
War Horse
2018)
(15.10.18)
Art gallery visits
The Lovely Bones
(Dates TBC)
(5.11.18)
Wizard of Oz
(14.12.18)

ACADEMIC

Cologne Christmas Operating Theatre
Markets (Dec 2018) Live (March 2019)
Rome (March 2019)
London (February
2019)

Court visits (Dates
TBC)

Dubai (Nov 2019)

Swan Lake (7.2.19)

Rock climbing
(Date TBC)

Kinky Boots
(15.3.19)

Upton Warren
(Sept 2018)

Lion King (3.4.19)
Les Miserables
(1.5.19)
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Post-18 destinations
The majority of our students go on to study at university when they leave us at the end of year 13. An
increasing number have successfully secured apprenticeships with firms like Jaguar Landrover and
Rolls Royce in recent years and some embark on employment or a gap year when leaving us.
Whichever path your son or daughter chooses, they will be comprehensively supported both by staff in
school and by visiting external speakers and support providers to ensure they are aware of all options

Case Studies

available to them and that they are best-equipped to take the necessary next steps towards success.

Name: Amy Crumpton Courses studied: Psychology, Geography and P.E.
Post-18 destination: Adult Nursing (BN) at the University of Cardiff
Nursing was always my goal so I chose to study Psychology, Geography and
P.E. because the diverse topics meant that I could learn a wider range of
skills that would be beneficial to my future career choice. Having the brilliant
support and guidance from teachers throughout my lessons has allowed me to
acknowledge my strengths, as well as identify and address areas for improvement,
making the application process to university much easier for me and much more
manageable. I particularly felt that the environment within Sixth Form was very
supportive in guiding me through the huge range of choices in universities, as well
as helping me work through all the decisions to be made about student finance and
accommodation. I’m now so excited to be going to Cardiff to study Adult Nursing.

Name: Owen Kitching Courses studied: Business Studies, P.E. and Geography
Post-18 destination: Higher Engineering Apprenticeship at Jaguar Land Rover
I chose a variety of subjects in year 12 – Business Studies, P.E. and Geography
– because I wasn’t 100% sure what I wanted to do as a career and in year
12 it was definitely my teachers’ support which pushed me to get the grades
I got. Then after the exams the school arranged some work experience and I
spent a week at the Jaguar Land Rover plant in Gaydon. It was a company that
had appealed to me before but that week really cemented my thoughts so when the
application process opened the Sixth Form team was really keen to help me submit the
best application I could. When I got through to the interview stage my appointment
clashed with a compulsory Geography field trip to Wales but the school helped me and
changed their plans so I could go to the interview. Teachers also helped me prepare for
the interview during specific job application and university application lessons and in
the end, out of a field of 6000 applicants for this apprenticeship, I was one of only 30
to be successful and without the school’s help I don’t think my application would have
been anywhere near as good as it was! So next year, thanks to the school’s support, I
will be starting a Higher Engineering Apprenticeship at Jaguar Land Rover.

Name: James Barry Courses studied: Maths, Computer Science, Graphics
Post-18 destination: BA(Hons) Graphic Design at the University of
Gloucestershire
Tudor Grange Academy Redditch is a wonderful school with a passion to
strive for success. In Sixth Form I have studied Maths, Computer Science
and Graphics, with each one being taught with enthusiasm by really supportive
teachers. TGAR has given me the resources and support I have needed to navigate
my way towards each step of my journey and my goal of becoming a Creative
Director in a commercial setting. As a result, I received an unconditional offer from
the University of Gloucestershire to study Graphic Design, which I cannot wait to
start in September. I cannot thank TGAR enough for the support they have given me
over the past 2 years.
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Tudor Grange Academy Redditch
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Tudor Grange Academy Redditch

Tudor Grange Academy Redditch
Woodrow Drive, Redditch, Worcestershire, B98 7UH
info@redditch.tgacademy.org.uk
www.redditch.tgacademy.org.uk
t. 01527 523088
f. 01527 514245
Principal: Jodie Bolter
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