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“

What a fantastic year it has been. Please
take a moment to reflect on a snapshot
of what Tudor Grange Academy
Redditch has achieved over the past
Academic Year.

”

Jodie Bolter, Principal

www.redditch.tgacademy.org.uk

September 2018

Lt Laura Peil SSI
completed the paras 10 tab
at Catterick Garrison to
raise money for injured
paras. To do this she had to
run over 10 miles of harsh
terrain and hills carrying
a 35lb Bergen.
CCF have restarted at Tudor
Grange Academy Redditch
this week. Cadets are
travelling to Tudor Grange
Academy Solihull on a
Wednesday afternoon to
learn military skills such as
drill, skill at arms, shooting,
leadership, navigation and
field craft.
This is lead by Lt Laura

Peil SSI, and supported by
2Lt Julie Chattoe who was
recently commissioned as
an officer. Well done.
Cadets are working towards
remembrance parade and
their first training weekend
in December.
2018—2019 Key Dates
• Remembrance Parade
9th November 2018
• Exercise Tudor Rose 1
DIO Swynnerton
7th - 9th December 2018
• Exercise Tudor Rose 2
DIO Nesscliff
12th - 15th April 2019

Fundraising - Sixth Form
Macmillan Coffee Morning
The sixth form ‘Making a
Difference Team helped to
organise a sixth form Macmillan
Coffee morning.
The coffee morning was held in
the sixth form common room
on Thursday 27th September.
It was a fabulous event where
staff and students were able to
gather together over break time
to enjoy cakes and of course,
most importantly, raise money for
Macmillan.
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A special thank you goes to Mrs
littley and the Year 7 and 9 SAS
cooking team who produced
amazing and beautifully decorated
fairy cakes on Wednesday
afternoon in SAS. Your support has
been most appreciated.
Also thank you to Mrs Wright and
Miss Hyde for helping
to support event.

#proudTGAR

September/October 2018
Over 850, 000 people are living
with Dementia in the UK. That’s
why the Alzheimer’s Society needs
to raise as much money as they
can to help fund their research.
One of the many ways they do
this is the Memory Walk, so on
29th September 2018 three of our
sixth formers, Wiktoria Bieniek,
Lauren Clarke, Lauren Clee and our
College Administrator Mrs Powell
participated in the walk held at
Leamington Spa and raised a grand
total of £872.00 between them.
Well Done!

Half Term Reward
We’ve certainly had a busy term
and we are all looking forward to
half term! Today we have had our
behaviour reward with animal lady
in. The students loved
the experience and I
even braved having
a snake around my
neck! It is great to
be able to celebrate
the wonderful
achievements that
students have made
over this half term.

#proudTGAR

www.redditch.tgacademy.org.uk
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October 2018

6th Form Enrichment
Club - Ceramics & Pottery
We’ve had some wonderful sixth
form pottery going on this term
on Tuesdays, at our voluntary
after school enrichment group,
in the ceramics studio run by Ms
Davis in the Art Department. The
students have been learning the
basics of how to throw a pot on
an electric potters wheel and a
kick wheel.
The results have been a wide
selection of varied thrown bowls
and container forms and there
seems to be an interesting good
humoured edge developing
within the group; which the
students have dubbed ‘competitive
pottery!’
The students have managed to not
get too mucky (which is pretty
tricky); and even when they do
there’s no harm done, as it all
wipes down and washes off!
Just some of the quotes from
members of the group include....
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‘Really calming and relaxing &
enjoyed doing the pedal one.’
‘Throwing was messy but
fun!’
‘Definitely feel like I’ve
improved since last time.’
‘I made a bowl!’
‘Mine was definitely the best
pot, it was fun’.  

We will be developing the
group’s skills by looking at slab
building techniques alongside
the wheel work; to expand the
breadth of understanding and
knowledge of ceramics processes
and pottery techniques.
I applaud the dedication and
creativeness of these wonderful ‘M
ud Slingers’.

‘I carved into the bottom of
the bowl’.
‘I did find it really fun.’
‘First addition is the gold
‘Very fun and mine was
definitely the best pot.’

😊.’

‘Competitive pot making!’
Even though it’s a new
technical skill for them - the group
have already managed to surprise
themselves by making a series
of increasingly decorative and
stylised pots and bowls.  

www.redditch.tgacademy.org.uk

#proudTGAR

October 2018

Top Barn Farm Activity Day
Last week a group of students went to Top Barn
Farm for an activity day run by Worcester
County Council. The day consisted of activities
to build confidence and encourage students to
work collaboratively together.
Despite the appalling weather the students took
part in all the activities, including archery, zip
wire, tug of war, a mini go ape course and problem
solving challenges. The star of the moment was
Andrew McIntyre who scored a bulls eye on his
first ever attempt at archery and then went on to
score repeated bulls eyes. A future champion in
the making.
Kamren Allcott and Callum Cashmore went
head to head in the tug of war and after a long
battle it was finally won by Kamren. But the
award for conquering her fear goes to Natasha
Brennan, who, despite her nerves completed
the Go ape course and the zip wire. A real
personal achievement.  
Well done to all the students who took part
(Tayla Lamb, Callum Cashmore, Kamren Allcott,
Natasha Brennan, Mikey Simpson, Emilia Sidor,
Courtney Lewis, Maddie Holland, Andrew
McIntyre, Brandon Marshall) and came back wet,
dirty and cold but smiling.

Wembley
On Sunday 18th November twelve Year 13
students, along with Mr Folbigg and myself,
took the journey down to London to watch
England play Croatia at Wembley in the
Nations League Competition.
For some students this was their first
experience at Wembley and an international
football fixture. The atmosphere built
throughout the game and although the
game was tight as England fell to an early goal in
the second half, two late goals from Lingard and
Kane meant that England came out 2-1 winners.
This was a wonderful experience for some of
our students and i aim to implement more of
these opportunities for our students as part of
our Enrichment Programme. Watch this space
current and future TGAR Sixth Formers!
Martha James
Head of Business, Economics and Computing
Tudor Grange Redditch

#proudTGAR
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December 2018

Cadets at Synnerton Camp!
Our cadets joined up with those
from Tudor Grange Worcester
and Solihull for an action packed
weekend in and around a Cold
War bunker! Students had early
6am starts, drills as well as
lessons in handling weapons

safely. New friendships between
the Tudor Grange sites were
made as well as new skills
learned.

It is still not too late to become
a Cadets in the future and
experience a huge range of
exciting and adventurous
military-themed activities. For
further details speak to Ms
Chattoe.

On 12th December 49 Business Studies students across Years 9 to 11
visited Cadbury World in Birmingham. Cadbury World offers a unique
experience that gives a fascinating insight into the rich heritage of
the nation’s favourite chocolate brand. A variety of zones showcase
their history, chocolate making, as well as the 4D Chocolate Adventure
cinema experience. Students enjoyed exploring the different zones,
learning how chocolate is made and the history behind Cadbury. After
lunch students were given an interactive talk by one of Cadbury’s
employees which included an insight into Cadbury’s ownership,
their business activity and competitors, their aims and objectives,
the functional departments, and discussion on the shareholders
and stakeholder interest. Information that is vital in students
understanding fundamental knowledge for their end of subject
exams. A fun filled day was enjoyed by all, especially with the
visit to the shop where both staff and students managed to
purchase some last minute Christmas presents.

6

www.redditch.tgacademy.org.uk

#proudTGAR

December 2018

KS5 Thinktank
Forensics and DNA
Workshop
A keen group of Biology,
Criminology and Applied
Science 6th form students visited
the ‘Thinktank’ Science Museum
in Birmingham this week.

Whilst waiting for the PCR
machine to copy the DNA, we
watched a mesmerising ‘journey
into the cell’ film inside their 360
degree planetarium cinema.

They learnt a variety of advanced
laboratory techniques including
use of a PCR machine which
copies DNA, and the tricky skill of
handling precise micropipettes
to load suspect DNA into
electrophoresis gels, a process
used to catch criminals, find
relatives and identify cancer genes.

Students then worked in teams
examining CCTV footage,
performing microscopic
comparisons of material fibres,
dusting windows for fingerprints
and examining suspect statements
and alibis to identify criminals. Of
course in addition, all thoroughly
enjoyed visiting the 5 floors
of exhibits and the interactive
science garden.

The day enabled students to gain
an hands on insight into the world
of biotechnology and forensics,
combined with a theoretical boost
for their A
level studies.
An inspiring
day was
had by all
and for one
particularly
enthusiastic
student it was
his first visit
to museum in
his life!

White Ribbon Event

On Thursday 6th December pupils from Year 9
and 10 attended the White Ribbon Event at Parkside
in Bromsgrove. This was hosted by Redditch and
Bromsgrove Council’s Community Support team in
conjunction with West Mercia Women’s Aid and
Worcestershire Rape and Sexual Assault Centre. The
theme of the campaign this year is ‘step into their shoes’,
encouraging people to think about the experiences
other people are going
through and how they
can support them.
Pupils took part in a
range of activities and
also had a talk from a
victim of abuse from
Rochdale.

#proudTGAR
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December 2018

On Friday 14th December, the school
joined in with the festive celebrations
by wearing Christmas jumpers and
accessories for the day to raise money
for Save the Children. Students and staff
donated £1 for getting festive in their best
Christmas woollies for a great cause. Thank
you to everyone who helped raise money.

Autumn Term Enrichment

Carol Service
at St John’s
Church
On Wednesday
5th December,
Performing Arts
and SAS students from
Year 7-13 attended a Christmas carol service at St Johns
Church. This included readings, music, carols and dance
performances from the pupils in a festive and traditional
community Christmas carol service. We also had
staff performances, with a guest song from our Senior
Leadership Team. The congregation from St John’s
Church, as well as parents, friends and governors of the
school joined us to watch and celebrate.
There was a raffle that took place on the evening, in aid
of the Redditch Nightstop Homeless Charity, who help to
give shelter to 16-25 year olds who are at risk of becoming
homeless. Thank you to all who supported this. We raised
a total of £75.
Thank you to all who helped support the event, especially
those staff who performed and helped with refreshments.
Finally, well done to all the students involved. It was a
wonderful way to end the Autumn Term.
Mrs Rivett and Mrs Wright

8

www.redditch.tgacademy.org.uk

Christmas Coffee Morning at
the Brambles Care Home
On Monday 17th December, Year 10, 11 and 13
Performing Arts students along with members
of the sixth form ‘Making a Difference’ team
visited The Brambles Care Home as part of an
enrichment community outreach focus. We
put on a mini carol service of festive songs and
did a sing-a-long of carols with the residents.
The ‘Making a Difference’ team organised
refreshments and served cakes and drinks to the
residents as the students entertained.
We hope to make continued links with The
Brambles Care Home in the future, by helping
with activities like sanding and painting their
benches in the outside courtyard for the summer
and running other entertainment events.

#proudTGAR

December 2018

Köln 2018
In order to promote cultural
awareness, the MFL department
recently ran a trip to the German
Christmas markets in Köln. 23 pupils
from all year groups joined us for 4
days of travel, sightseeing, German
food, and a lot of fun!

Der Kölner Dom
Our first stop in Cologne was the
fifteenth century cathedral. We felt
every one of the 533 steps it took to
reach the top of the tower, but the view
was well worth it. The twin towers
stand at 157m high, making Cologne the
second tallest spire in northern Europe.

“

An amazing
experiance, great
atmosphere and
great support.

”

Der Weinachtsmarkt und
Schokolade Museum
The rest of the day was much more
relaxed. We visited 3 different
Christmas markets, sampling food
and shopping. We went ice-skating
at Heinzels Wintermärchen, and
sampled chocolate at the Lindt
chocolate museum.
Phantasialand
Our final day was spent in
Phantasialand, which all of the
pupils thoroughly enjoyed.
Phantasialand is a family orientated
theme park in Brühl, which had
been decorated with artificial snow
for the Christmas season. The
attractions included a number of
thrilling rides such as the World’s
fastest multi-launch coaster, with
little to no queuing.

“

“

I loved the
theme park
because I
asked for
things in
German.

 he best part
T
was learning
how to ice-skate
because I have
never done it
before.

”

”

#proudTGAR

www.redditch.tgacademy.org.uk

9

January/February 2019

Art, Craft
and Design
At the end of last term the Y7/9 Art Craft and
Design SAS Group, for Autumn Term 2018,
put on two Christmas Craft Fairs during the
school lunch break to raise money for the
charity ‘Redditch Night Stop’.
‘Redditch Night Stop’ - offers an amazing service
to young people - working with people aged
16-25, families, local agencies, schools and youth
organisations to reduce the number of young
people at risk of experiencing homelessness in
the Redditch area.
Students started in September to collaboratively
plan, design and make a wide range of festive
themed art, craft and design goods and products spending 2 hours per week planning, making
stock for the craft sales and producing marketing
to advertise the event. The items included hand
made cards, eco-friendly table centre pieces,
CAD CAM laser cut table decorations, themed
hand crafted stoneware ceramic and textile
hand embellished decorative Christmas tree
ornaments....including fabric puddings and mini
sparkly trees, glazed ceramic stoneware snow
flakes and snow men.
The students worked together to set up and staff
the craft stall and managed to raise £45.62.
Well done to the students for their effort, hard
work and commitment to this
fundraising project.

Brambles
Care Home

For residents at Sanctuary Care’s Brambles Residential Care
Home in Redditch, using Smartphones can seem daunting, but
armed with their beloved mobiles; local students have been
giving them a helping hand, teaching social media to seniors.
Sixth Formers from Tudor Grange Academy in Redditch have been
showing residents how to embrace technology in their care home, by
showing them how easy Smartphones are to use and how much
information they can provide at the touch of a button.
When 18-year-old Laura Quarterman started showing resident
Denise Smith apps on her mobile, Denise said: “It all looks very
confusing. It is bewildering because I’ve never used one before.
Even my remote control I don’t know what half the buttons are for!
You are almost afraid to use it!” Within minutes Laura is showing
Denise how to use Google to explore things which interest her. They
search for Denise’s first school, which gets them reminiscing about
school days, school dinners and they are soon laughing about the
doorstep sandwiches Denise’s mother use to make her. Then they
start to explore You Tube and Laura finds Dame Vera Lynn’s White
Cliffs of Dover to play to her. They are now browsing everything from
favourite holiday destinations and reminiscing about swimming
in the sea, to restaurant menus which leads to a discussion about
their favourite types of food. Laura shows Denise how to catch up
television programmes you have missed, which gets them chatting
about Coronation Street and Hollyoaks.
You can see Denise didn’t expect to be able to do so much using a
Smartphone and also do things which are so relevant to her. Laura
explains that it is easier to look things up on your phone rather
than go to the library to get a book and tells Denise “There are so
many things you can do on your phone.” The students also show
the residents how to use Snapchat, send emails, look through their
favourite photographs and play games, as well as explore different
apps such as one to teach you Spanish.
Martha James – Head of Business and IT said of the visit: “Before
Christmas we created an outreach project for the sixth formers as
part of their enrichment and an element of that was to build links
with the local community, which started with a carol service here.
“This is building on that project and on the relationship we have with
this care home. Showing the residents mobile phones and how to use
them can help to make them more aware of something that we take
for granted but maybe new to some of them.”
Martha James
Head of Business, Economics and Computing
Tudor Grange Redditch
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January/February 2019

Drop Down Day
On 23rd January the school timetable was collapsed to
deliver a drop down day. There was plenty of enrichment
for all students with activities delivered by a variety
of external speakers. Year 11 had an exciting day
starting with Elevate Education delivering a session on
preparing for the upcoming GCSEs. This was followed
by a day working with employers. In total there were
9 employers: Metis Aerospace, NatWest and Fujitsu
to name a few. Augmented with employers we also
had 16 external providers offering post-16 training and
education with many apprenticeships on offer. Students
had time to ask many questions to ensure they have their
next steps planned and are well placed to ensure they are
aware what they need to achieve in their GCSEs.
Year 10 also had a focus on the world of work, exploring
opportunities for their upcoming work experience week,
July 8th. During the day students were given support on
CV writing and also interview techniques. Students in
year 10 should ensure all paperwork is completed prior
to their work experience, any queries please see Mr
Bastock.
Years 7 & 9 both had a day working with local public
services exploring the dangers of online social media
sites, e-safety and sexting. Further work was done with
the Fire Brigade about the dangers of Arson.
The day was enjoyed by all with positive feedback from
students.

School
Visit
Visit by author, Bali
Rai, Wednesday 6th
February 2019

Bali Rai is the author of 42 books. He grew up in
Leicester in a multi-cultural, multi-racial community
and when younger dreamt about playing football for
Liverpool FC, being Bob Marley and becoming a writer.
Bali visited Tudor Grange Academy Redditch last
Wednesday, 6th February. He worked with groups of
students from Years 9, 10 and 11 focussing on creative
writing and, in particular, the descriptive writing
section of the GCSE English exam. The students
benefitted a great deal from working with someone
other than their teachers and found Bali’s experience
as an author extremely valuable, particularly those
Year 11 students who will be taking their second mock
exams after half-term.
It was really encouraging to see all the students
working really hard and enjoying the sessions, with
so many having the confidence to read their work out
loud.
It was such a successful event, that we hope to invite
Bali back into school again soon.
There are a selection of Bali’s books available to
borrow in the school library.

www.redditch.tgacademy.org.uk
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February 2019

Maths Day at
the University of
Wolverhampton
Wednesday saw the turn of
the Maths Department to take
students on an Enrichment trip. 13
students from year 9 and 10 went
to University of Wolverhampton
to take part in a Mechanics day,
organized by the Advanced Maths
Support Program. On the day
they were able to explore various
pieces of maths through the use of
hands-on activities.
The first session asked students
to create an arrow-shape on card
(made of a rectangle and a triangle),
so that it balanced at the “join” of
the 2 shapes. We saw a variety of
approaches; some started sketching
possible shapes, and others dived
straight into a series of calculations
to try to find what would balance.
Another method was to draw out a
near-finished arrow and to decide
at this point if it would balance,
then only having to make small
adjustments to the design in order
to ensure success. Grace Davey
and Rowan Pearson managed to
make the first shape of the day that
balanced, in addition to sweets their
reward was to make some balancing
birds. Another design to receive
recognition was that of Jess Mowat,
who created the largest arrow that
balanced of all that had been seen so
far on the day.
Next up we saw some “magic” that
happens with objects are in motion.
Students go to see what happened
when a curtain ring was threaded
over a bath chain, then dropped…
…dropping the ring correctly would
see it caught by the chain! Lots of
fun was had in replicating this feat,
and lots of aggravation was caused
in being unable to replicate this
feat! Also in this session we learnt
of to “throw a knot in a tie”. This
was either very straight forward
for our students, who managed to
do it first time, but others found it
impossible (and blamed the tie).
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Finally here we had the chance to
free-play with a few other items.
This was set of 3 L-shapes that
would fit together to form a pattern
with 1 line of symmetry. This was
another item that really tested our
lateral thinking, until the solution
was found (we had to ask for it to be
explained or we’d miss lunch).
Our final hands-on session was to do
with friction. We had to carry out a
series of experiments to calculate
the coefficient of friction between
the table and a wooden block by
using series of weights that were
hanging over the edge of the table,
connected by a string. We also got
to test whether we were “as strong
as an exercise book”. This involved
alternating pages from a pair of
exercise books until they were
completely interlocked, then seeing
if, in pairs, we could pull them apart.
There was a lot of friction between
all the touching surfaces, so it was
quite a challenge!
The last session of the day was a
short lecture by Dr Hugh Hunt from
Cambridge University on the theory
and maths of objects that spin.
We got to hear about his work in
reconstructing the Barnes-Wallace
bouncing bombs (as used in the
Dam Busters raids in WW2), the
effects of circular motion (as
experienced by wall-of-death
riders), gyroscopic effects (spinning
wheels and how they can help the
orientation of space craft) and
boomerangs (which he threw over
us, despite the relatively small size
of the room).
All in all a very interesting and
thought-provoking day!! A lovely
insight into just some of the uses
and applications of maths!

www.redditch.tgacademy.org.uk

#proudTGAR

February 2019

Talent Show

On Wednesday 27th February
Tudor Grange Academy Redditch
hosted a Music Talent show in our
school theatre. Mrs Wright would
like to say a big thank you to those
students, families and staff who
supported the event. A special
thank you to Mrs McNamara,
Mr Burgess, Mrs Littley and Mrs
Tominski who gave up their evening
to judge the Talent Show. We had
over 70 people in the audience
which was amazing.

#proudTGAR

We were so proud of all the students
who took part and we are pleased to
announce our winners............
3rd Place - Seren & Ellie (Year 7)
2nd Place - Lewis, Emma & Esther
(Year 9 & 10)
1st Place & Well deserved winner Aidan M (Year 11)!!!!!!!!!!!!!
Other Acts included
Helen C (Staff), Katie W-B (Year 12),
Rachel S (Year 10), Molly L (Year 13),
Kira E (Year 10), Faith Bowater (Year
10)

Lauren and Francesca in Year 12,
who are apart of the Sixth Form
Making a Difference Enrichment
Team helped lead on a raffle for our
chosen charity this term - CALM.
CALM is a charity for male mental
health issues. I am pleased to
announce that we raised £51 from
both the raffle and donations for
refreshments.

The Making A Difference Team are
planning other charity events this
term, such as a staff car wash and
quizz. Hopefully we’ll be raising
We would like to congratulate all
much more for this very important
these performers who were so brave charity. We will hopefully to able to
and made the evening so special.
give you an update in the next Tudor
Also, a massive thank you and
Times as to how much we have
congratulations to Jodie L & Dan
raised in total from all our
S (Year 13 Music) who planned
events.
and delivered the evening and
then to both Jodie L & Mollie V
Cassie Rivett
who performed ‘A Night At The
Sixth Form Enrichment
Musicals’ for over 30 minutes as
Co-ordinator
part of their Year 13 PA course.
A fabulous evening all round! - Mrs
Wright

www.redditch.tgacademy.org.uk
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February 2019

Dancefest 2019

Local Schools Come
Together To Dance!
On Wednesday 27th February,
Tudor Grange Academy Redditch
were proud to host Redditch
Dancefest 2019. After last year’s
event, we had such demand for
schools wanting to take part that
we extended to two festivals this
year, one in the morning and one
in the afternoon. The festivals,
which were held in the theatre
had ten schools in attendance.
Approximately 250 students across
Year 1 to Year 11 participated in the
event. Students came together to
showcase their talents in dance,
which have been created in
either class work, exam work or
extra-curricular clubs throughout
the academic year.

celebration of dance, where our young
inspiring dancers get an opportunity
to shine on stage and share their
experiences and enjoyment of dance
with one another. Many thanks to
Worcestershire Dancefest and Karen
Pearson for all their help and support
with this event. Also a very big thank
you to the very talented Joshua
Shewell (Year 9 student) who did all
of the lights and sound for the event.
We couldn’t have done it without
you! And a final big well done to
Esther Channer (Year 10 Performing
Arts student) who made us proud in
representing the school with her solo
performance piece”

The schools that attended were
Tudor Grange Academy Redditch,
Mrs Cassie Rivett, Dance Teacher at
Birchensale Middle School, Vaynor
Tudor Grange Academy Redditch and First School, Woodrow First School,
organiser of this year’s Dancefest said: Woodrush High School, Batchley
First School, St Bede’s Middle School,
“Days like today are so important
Walkwood Middle School, St George’s
to keep the arts alive. It is a true
First School and Webheath Academy.

14
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Mrs Jodie Bolter, Principal, Tudor
Grange Academy Redditch said “It is
such a fantastic opportunity for local
schools to come together to celebrate
their amazing students. We are very
much looking forward to hosting
more events in the future showcasing
the talents of the students in Redditch.
It has been a very inspirational day”.

“

Todays like
today are so
important to
keep the arts
alive!.

”

#proudTGAR

March 2019

Brookhouse Farm
Year 7 Lambing trip to Brookhouse Farm
As part of their science biology unit
of work on reproduction, year 7 had
the privilege to go and watch some
lambs being born. The idea was that it
would consolidate their learning on
reproduction, and they should be able to
recognise how the process is both similar
and different in other mammals.
We were welcomed to the farm with a ewe
giving birth to 3 lambs near enough as soon
as we got off the coach. Students were able to
stand right up close to see the lamb’s coming
out, reactions were mixed, both ‘grossed
out’, but also intrigued in what they saw
before them! Students saw many more births
throughout the day, alongside having some
fun herding the sheep, climbing on tractors
and spending time in the nursery where the
mothers bond with their new-born young.
Students were even lucky enough to hold the
lambs, which they particularly enjoyed.
Sam the farmer was able to explain a lot to
the students about the daily goings on at
Brookhouse farm, which meant they had a
really enriching and informative morning.
He also took time out of his working day to
accommodate us, so on behalf of Y7 and all of
us at Tudor Grange, thank you! A big thank
you also to Hattie Edwards’ mum Miriam for
helping us to organise the visit. A lovely day
was had by all

#proudTGAR

www.redditch.tgacademy.org.uk
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March 2019

TGAR Awards Evening
TGAR celebrated an evening of
success at their Annual Awards
Evening. Many students were
recognised for their hard
work and successes, both
academically and in sporting
accolades.

Awards evening always highlight
how well students achieve at
TGAR and was a great evening
for everyone to share in their
achievements. Once again it was a
pleasure to recognise the sporting
achievements of the students; the
range of sports that are now played
at TGAR is phenomenal from
football to handball, badminton to
rugby. This year was also special
as we had guests from Worcester
Warriors, Isaac and Justin, both
of which are destined to continue
their international successes as
they progress through the senior
ranks. I do hope students learnt
from their speech and gained
motivation to further improve,
either in their sport or academic
students.
There were many certificates
and medals awarded for all
subject areas, however, a special

16

mention goes to the students
below for achieving their trophies.
Each student has demonstrated
resilience and determination
and should be commended for
their hard work. Well done to
all students who were awarded a
certificate or a trophy.
The Merit Award was awarded to
George Bishop
The Future Scholars Award was
awarded to Sophie Quiney
The English Trophy Award was
awarded to Emma Hughes

The Maths Trophy Award was
awarded to Jasmine Crane
The Outstanding Young Student
Award was awarded to Seren
Pearson
The Outstanding Newcomer
Award was awarded to Faith
Griffin
The Iain Thompson Trophy for
outstanding contribution to
the life of the academy awarded
to Jessica Edwards
The J D McAlman Trophy for
Technology awarded to Isaac
Watts

www.redditch.tgacademy.org.uk

The Betterton Trophy for
Technology awarded to Anjali
Biju
The Mike Jenkins Trophy for
Science awarded to Csenge
Majoros
The Irene Mulligan Trophy
for positive spirit awarded to
Harriet Edwards

The Jane Emery Trophy for
outstanding work awarded to
Grace Davey
Outstanding Performance in the
Performing Arts Award was
awarded to Aidan McGrath
The Outstanding Academic
Performance Award was
awarded to Matilda Stanley
The Chad Baker Award for
Outstanding Sporting
Performance was awarded to
Siljan Isufi
The Outstanding Sporting
Team Performance Award
was awarded to the Yr 10 Boys
Handball Team
Outstanding Performance in Art
was awarded to Maddie Holland
The Phillip Harrison Trophy for
Music awarded to Jodie Livett

#proudTGAR

April 2019

Performing Arts
Showcase
In April 2019, Tudor Grange Academy
Redditch hosted the one and only
Mary Poppins. The title role was
played exquisitely by Jodie Livett and
she was supported by an energetic
and committed chorus of students
ranging from Year 7 to Year 13.
Preparations for this production began
all the way back in September 2018
when a surprisingly high number of
our students put themselves forward at
auditions. This core group stayed with
us for the entire journey. Committing
to lengthy after school rehearsals, set
building, set painting, prop making,
costume sourcing and, of course,
performing their hearts out. The end
result was a pleasure to be involved
in. George Evans superbly took on
the role of George Banks, the severe
man-of-the-house. He was excellently
accompanied by the lovely Molly
Love who seemed to be born for the
role of Mrs Banks, the loving mother
and (secretly) the true leader of the
household.

#proudTGAR

Rosie-Mai Blake and Lewis Howarth
convincingly reduced their ages to play
the roles of Michael and Jane, the Banks
children. And, despite a badly-timed
bout of laryngitis, Mollie Vernon threw
herself into the role of Bert. This was a
fantastic opportunity for the students
who were professional, hard working
and dedicated throughout. It was a
huge amount of fun and we were
all so grateful to see the large
numbers of familiar faces in
the audience for
each performance.
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Year 11
Prom
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Six Form
Transition
Day
On Tuesday 25th June current Year 11
and 12 students, along with a number of
external applicants took part in the Sixth
Form Transition Day. The aim of the day
was to provide students who have applied
to Year 12 with the opportunity to explore
the subjects they had opted for, whilst also
experiencing alternative subject areas.
Current Year 12 students also transferred to Year 13 and spent
the morning working on their UCAS application for University.
The day ended with students spending time together as a Sixth
Form by taking part in team games in an inflatable laser tag
room. A big thank you to all the students who took part in the
day and we look forward to seeing you in September
Martha James
Head of Business, Economics and Computing
Tudor Grange Redditch

Athletics

A dedicated group of Y10 students attended a Redditch schools athletics
event on Thursday 27th June. The event proved very enjoyable, the sun
shone and some very talented athletes performed. The events included
shot, javelin, discus in the field, followed by 100m, 300m and 800m on
the track. Our team consisted of 6 Girls; Lily Oliver, Izzy Street, Anisah
Ilyas, Demi Bates, Summer Duggins and Faith Bowater Ali and 2 boys;
Tyler Carter and Callum Welsh. All students performed really well and
put 100% into their events! A huge well done to Summer Duggins who
came first in the girls Javelin with a throw of 20.59m!
Fantastic!
Pictured: Tyler Carter starting the 800m
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Trampolining Club
‘Pictured are some of this year’s trampolinists (from left to
right: Demi-Lee Read, Aimee Dennis, Serendipity Pearson and
Ellie Morecock). Some of which had never set foot on a full
sized gymnastic trampoline before, and are now performing
elite level skills. I would just like to say a huge well done
for their progress over the year, and their commitment to
coming along week after week. They are definitely prepared
for some competitions next year! Some others I would like to
thank for their commitment, not pictured, are Yazmin Matty,
Demi Bates, Anisha Ilyas, Isobel Newbon, Izzy Street and Lily
Oliver. Keep it up girls!
Miss Byrne’

University Of Worcester
On Thursday 27th June all of Year
12 travelled to the University of
Worcester to take part in Inspire
2019. The day was part of a support
process for our students applying
for university and included taster
sessions delivered by teaching staff
at the university, a campus tour
and a talk about life as a student.

Students found the day very useful
in helping to support their decision
on where to go after their A Levels,
and in particular they all thoroughly
enjoyed the taster sessions.
Thank you to Worcester
University for putting on a
excellent day for the students.  

Martha James
Head of Business, Economics and
Computing
Tudor Grange Redditch

CIPFA Sixth Form Games
On Monday
24th June
seven Year 12
students from
Tudor Grange
Academy
Redditch
entered the
CIPFA Sixth Form Games held at
the University of Birmingham.
Competition was fierce with
five other schools taking part in
the event. The team, led by Jake
Davis, included Katie Wright,
Jasmine Crane, Brad Price, Zak
Allen, Anikah Imran and Maryam
Zakari. The game, devised and run
by the Chartered Institute of Public
Finance and Accountancy (CIPFA), is
intended to help fill a gap in Business
Studies courses which concentrate
on commercial activities and often
do not cover the public sector in
any way. The team were mentored
during their day by a qualified CIPFA

#proudTGAR

accountant who advised them on
all aspects of what proved to be a
daunting but exciting experience.
The group were required to write
a proposal for cutting costs for a
fictional council then present their
recommendations to the CIPFA
judges. The volunteers on the day
also took their role play incredibly
seriously, as in real life, they were
interrupted by a number of tasks
(such as an angry Trade Union
rep) which had to be dealt with
immediately by attending meetings,
writing letters and issuing press
releases.

changing targets and at times, fierce
opposition. Jake Davis won special
recognition for his contribution
during the day and Jasmine Crane
was commended by the judges for
how she dealt with the angry trade
union rep. Well done to all 7 students
for their contributions on the day!
Martha James
Head of Business, Economics and
Computing
Tudor Grange Redditch

All Tudor Grange students pulled
together and worked really hard
during the day, taking away from the
experience an insight into the world
of public finance, but also a real
understanding of how management
can face daily pressures of making
key decisions under tight timescales,
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21

July 2019

Year 13 Leavers Prom
Thursday 19th of July saw our Year
13 Leavers Prom. It was lovely to
see so many of our year 13 students
joined by familiar faces who had been
in the year group and had gone on
to do other things. Particular credit
should go to our exchange students
who returned from Sweden, Germany
and USA. Thank you to Oliver
Newton-Coombs for all his hard work
in organising the event.

Aztec Adventure
On July 3rd, our final drop down
day of the year, 21 Year 7, 9 and 10
students went to Aztec Adventure,
Upton Warren for a fun packed
day. They had three activities that
included 3G swing, canoeing and
team building games. The highlight
for everyone was being allowed to
dive off the decking into the water
fully clothed at the end of day.
Ellie Morecock gets the award for
‘Most unexpected fall off a canoe!’ Very brave, well done!

get the award for ‘most co-ordinated
canoeing.’
We all had a fabulous day. A trip we
will definitely be booking next year
– including the water inflatables,
so watch this space! Thanks to Mrs
Nicholson, Mrs Thomson and Mr
Whitworth for supporting the trip.
Mrs Rivett
Enrichment co-ordinator

Mrs Thomson gets the brave award
when she faced her fear of heights
with Mrs Rivett at the highest point
of the 3G swing.
Ellie Morecock and Seren Pearson
get the canoeing award for ‘why are
you in the trees again?!’
Izzy Street, Kyle Smith and Luke
Braidwood get the prize for ‘the
longest ever plank race.’
Dylan Tanner and James Richardson
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Narrowboat
Challenge 2019
On Monday the 15th of July year 10
students accompanied by Mrs Sealey
and Mrs Bates embarked on an
exciting voyage along the Worcester
and Birmingham canal.
The day began with a talk on the
importance of canals and boats
past and present how they were
the motorways of yesteryear being
built long before railways in order to
transport cargo between industrial
cities. With the evolution of
transport into the railways and roads
many stretches of canal sadly fell
into disrepair.
The story is very different nowadays
with numerous charities working to
restore and reinstate canals because:

• They increase biodiversity by
providing habitats for all sorts of
flora and fauna
• Are aesthetically pleasing and so
improve nearby property values
• Provide fishing, boating, canoeing,
jogging opportunities to name but
a few
• Enhances regeneration of
run-down urban centres
• Increase tourism (Birmingham
alone boasts more miles of canals
than Venice!)
‘Cecelia’ a 70 foot long narrowboat,
was driven by all students who in turn
navigated her around bends, past
other boats through two long dark
(and wet) tunnels and through a lock.

While all students learn new skills,
worked together as a team and rose
to the challenges presented, two
students in particular stood out
with their enthusiasm and initiative.
Rowan Pearson and Lewis Hogwarth
were completely taken by the whole
experience. Remaining at the tiller
(Steering rod) and perfecting the art
of steering and controlling the boats
speed simultaneously.
All involved were said by John
Hemingway of the Birmingham and
Worcester Canal Society who own
Cecilia to be ‘A real credit to the
school, their parents, their teachers
and themselves’
Well done crew, You did it!

Cadet Camp

Our cadets joined up with those from Tudor
Grange Worcester and Solihull for an action
packed week in Catterick in Yorkshire!
Experiences included: firing on a range,
completing an assault course, sleeping out under
a “basher” as well as living for 24 hours off army
ration packs.
New friendships between the Tudor Grange sites
were made as well as new skills learnt.
It is still not too late to become a Cadets in the
future and experience a huge range of exciting
and adventurous military-themed activities. For
further details speak to Ms Chattoe.

#proudTGAR
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Board of Governors

If you are interested in joining our Board of Governors as a Parent Governor please contact Miss A Green
for more information on agreen@redditch.tgacademy.org.uk.

Parent Teacher Association (PTA)
For the last few years the school has ran a parent/carer forum, providing parents with an
opportunity to find out more about the school and its role in the wider community.

Working in
Partnership.

We are excited that this year that we are able to extend the working group and create a
PTA that will have a greater influence in supporting the school with a range of activities.
To get involved in the PTA please contact Ms A Green on agreen@redditch.tgacademy.org.uk
for further information. Any Parent/carer who has a student at TGAR is welcome to join.
Please see our website for dates and times.

“

Finally, I would like to take this
opportunity to thank all of you for your
ongoing support and look forward to
many more successful events.

”

Jodie Bolter, Principal

Tudor Grange

Tudor Grange Academy Redditch

Academies Trust

Tudor Grange Academy Redditch
Woodrow Drive, Redditch, Worcestershire, B98 7UH
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t. 01527 523088
f. 01527 514245
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