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“

What a fantastic year it has been. Please
take a moment to reflect on a snapshot
of what Tudor Grange Academy
Redditch has achieved over the past
Academic Year.

”

Jodie Bolter, Principal

www.redditch.tgacademy.org.uk

August/September/October 2019

Celebrating our best A Level
results to date again! So proud!

Vamos Theatre Visit
OnTuesday 22nd October the Year
11 and 12 Performing Arts students
participated in a 2 hour workshop
delivered by the Vamos Theatre
Group. Both year groups are
using the workshop as evidence
for their qualifications this year.
‘’It was really good to work with the
masks and have feedback from a
professional actress’’ Ella (Yr 12)
‘’It was an enticing and
entertaining experience., it was a
great opportunity to develop our
performance skills in the group’’
George (Yr 12)
‘’It was fascinating to learn
how much work goes into the
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professional show’’ Bara (Yr 12)
‘’ The Vamos group gave us new
knowledge and experience to help
us in our studies’’ Thomas (Yr 12)
‘’It was a new experience working
with masks that I had not done
before and it was really fun!” Rio
(Yr 12) ‘’Vamos showed us relevant
warm ups to help us develop new
skills’’ Caitlyn (Yr 12)
Thank you to all students who
worked so hard in the workshop, the
visitors were extremely impressed
with your talents and positive
attitude. Mrs Wright

#proudTGAR

November 2019

Remembrance Day

Tudor Grange Remembers
The Fallen Soldiers
Today, the students of Tudor
Grange Academy Redditch, have
taken part in a whole school
remembrance service to mark
the lives of those who have died in
combat.
Staff and students took part in a
ceremony led by their CCF army
cadets where poppies were laid,
poems were read and time was given
to reflect and remember those that
died whilst the Last Post was played.
Julie Chattoe, School Staff Instructor
said “It’s wonderful that the cadets
get the opportunity to lead on
Remembrance Day and they have
been practising for weeks. It is our
privilege to do this”.
Jodie Bolter, Principal for Tudor
Grange said “It was wonderful to
see our school community come

On November 13th the student
College Leaders organised a
Children in Need fundraiser at
lunch time.

together for such an important
remembrance service. It is important
that we remember the people that
have given their lives in service to
their country.
We have spent break time today
raising money for the poppy appeal
and talking about grandads
and great grandads that
fought in the war. It is
so important for us
as a community to
unite in this special
remembrance.
I am very proud
of how each and
every one of our
students were
so respectful – it
was a very moving
remembrance
ceremony”.

TGAR Raises Money:
November 13Th 2019

Leaders. This is the first year we
have interviewed for a team of
students who would be responsible
for school council meetings, the
organisation of charity events and
We had basketball shoot out, table
regular college competitions and
football and a bake sale. Mr Hampton assemblies. The team meet regularly
and Mrs Rivett also volunteered to
on a Wednesday morning to plan
be sponged for £1 a go, which was the and organise. This term they have
biggest hit. We managed to raise £58 successfully organised a Children
over the course of lunchtime alone,
in Need fundraiser, a whole school
which was a great achievement.
art competition, a new points and
rewards system for each college, a
HUGE THANK YOU TO OUR NEW
remembrance parade (along with the
SIXTH FORM SLT TEAM AND
help of the dedicated school cadets)
COLLEGE LEADERS!
and are busy organising a bench ball
competition to raise money for The
I would like to say a huge thank
British Heart Foundation. They have
you to our new SLT sixth form
done such a fantastic job and are a
team and newly appointed College
shining example to their school and

#desireforexcellance

colleges. Thank you for all your hard
work. Mrs Rivett
Sixth Form SLT Team: Charlie
Blake, Lauren Cook,
Jake Davis, Jason
Hill and Lewis
Atkinson.
Lower
School
College
Leaders: Emma
Hughes, Leah
Share, Leah Mullis,
Faith Bowater-Ali,
Lewis Howarth, Lilly
Kaur and Anton
Blake.

www.redditch.tgacademy.org.uk
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December 2019

Thinktank 2019
In early December, a number of
Year 10 students chosen for their
excellent efforts in recent tests,
class work and home work in
science visited the Thinktank
Museum in Birmingham.
They embarked upon a GCSE
workshop run by specialist
laboratory staff where a healthy
debate about controversial
genetics issues certainly fired
their enthusiasm!

as always, were polite and
enthusiastic, a real credit to our
school and a fun, knowledge-boosting day was had by all!

This was followed by a laboratory
based practical where they
collected, isolated and preserved
their own DNA and were delighted
to be able to take home with them.
The galleries and interactice
science garden were also an
inspiration, and a 360 degree
cinema experience wowed us
by taking us on a half an hour
adventurous journey into a cell
where students could spot the
organelles and DNA
structure we have
been learning all
about back at
school. Our
students

“

 ur students as
O
always, were polite
and enthusiastic,
a real credit to our
school and a fun,
knowledge-boosting
day was had by all!

”
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#proudTGAR

December 2019

Carol Service
On Wednesday 4th December TGAR
Performing Arts department took 35 students
from years 8-12 to St Johns Church Greenlands
for a busy day of rehearsals and preparations.
They were then joined on the evening by a full
church congregation of family and friends to
celebrate Christmas in our annual Carol Service.
The evening included music and readings with
many students taking to the stage for the first
time. The evening was a real success and our
students were a credit to us all.
Thank you so much to everyone who participated
and the parents/carers who supported the event.
We are really pleased to announce that our raffle
also raised over £60 for the Redditch
Night Stop Charity.
Best Wishes
TGAR Performing Arts Department

On Wednesday 11th December
Year 12 Performing Arts
Students visited Brambles
Care Home to sing Christmas
Songs and even Elvis made an
appearance.
The residents really enjoyed
the music and have
asked us to visit

again in the New Year. Many
Thanks to Thomas Braidwood,
George Evans, Caitlyn Jones and
Aidan McGrath (AKA Elvis), you
are a credit to TGAR.
We look forward to many more
visits.
TGAR Performing Arts

Fundraising
Our Performing Arts students were so pleased to raise
money for Redditch NightStop at our Annual Christmas
Carol Service. We raised £65.00 for this local charity
that works with young people aged from 16 to 25 years
old, providing emergency accommodation, supported
lodgings, support and advice.

#desireforexcellance
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December 2019

German Trip
Aachen 2019
Following our successful trip
to Cologne last year, we set
off again this year to visit the
German Christmas markets this time in Aachen. 24 pupils
from all year groups joined us
for 4 days of travel, sightseeing,
German food, and a lot of fun!

Der Aachener Dom
Our visit to Aachen started with a
dare! Aachen is a Roman spa town
famous for the natural springs of
warm sulphur water to be found
there. We headed down to the
Elisenbrunnen, where the water
retains the smell of the sulphur,
to see who would take a drink—
there were some funny faces
pulled. From there we headed to

Charlemagne’s cathedral - centre
of an empire that stretched
…..We explored the curios in the
cathedral treasure room, including
the arm reliquy containing
Charlemagne’s arm!
Der Weinachtsmarkt
The rest of the day was spent
shopping in Aachen. We visited
the main Christmas market in the
square and enjoyed traditional
German street food for lunch.
After the tourist shopping in the
market, we headed out to the Lindt
outlet shop just outside of town
to hunt down some tasty bargains
and pick up a few chocolatey
Christmas presents.
Ice-skating at Heinzels
Wintermärchen
After dinner on Wednesday
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we were back out on the coach
to go ice-skating at Heinzels
Wintermärchen in Cologne.
Despite a few tumbles, it was lovely
to see even inexperienced students
really having a go at skating while
others enjoyed the free silent disco
on the ice.
Our final day was spent in
Phantasialand, which all of the
pupils thoroughly enjoyed.
Phantasialand is a family
orientated theme park in Brühl,
which had been decorated with
artificial snow for the Christmas
season. The pupils enjoyed a range
of family and thrill rides, and this
year some of the teachers were
encouraged to try out the World’s
fastest multi-launch coaster too.

#proudTGAR

January/February 2020

Valentine’s Day
Valentine’s Day, also called Saint Valentine’s
Day or the Feast of Saint. Valentine, is
celebrated annually on February 14.
Originating as a Western Christian feast day
honouring one or two early saints named
Valentinus, Valentine’s Day is recognised as a
significant cultural, religious, and commercial
celebration of romance and romantic love in
many regions around the world.

Year 8 Boys’
Badminton

Congratulations to the Year 8 boys’ badminton
team for coming 2nd in the KS3 district badminton
tournament.

Year 8 Boys’
Handball

Congratulations to the Year 8 boys’ handball team on
beating Birchensale and St Bedes tonight……hard work
pays off! Proud of you

Worcester
Wolves

Fantastic basketball coaching session with
Worcester Wolves coach Matt Newby. What
an experience. Thank you we loved it!

#desireforexcellance
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March 2019

We Will Rock You
Huge congratulations to the cast and crew for the
amazing show this week. The amount of work that
goes into the planning, the rehearsals and then
putting on three performances is incredible.

the February half-term. Thanks, also, to the back-stage
team who supported the performers and to the
front-of-house team selling tickets and programmes,
raffle tickets and helping with the refreshments.

It was a spectacular performance with a very talented
group of young people who gave up their own time to
do something they love, including rehearsals during

Congratulations to Tracy Wright for another superb
show.
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WELL DONE EVERYONE

#proudTGAR

March 2019

We Will Rock You
#desireforexcellance
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March 2020

Eleni C

On Thursday 5th March all students and staff were
invited to attend a performance by Eleni C who is
touring schools both home and abroad to deliver a
PHSE focus on Mental Health, sharing her own stories
and offering a Q & A session. She also sang some songs
from her latest album which were enjoyed by all.

Goodbye Year 11
It was sad to see our Year 11’s leave a little earlier than expected. Nevertheless, the students managed to
gather together for one last time to mark the end of their time at TGAR. An assembly led by Mr Bannon
included a look back at some photos and film of their time at the school - some more embarrassing than
others! We wish them all well in whatever next steps they choose to take and look forward to seeing
many of them back in sixth form.
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#proudTGAR

March/April/May/June/July 2020

Lockdown
Working
From Home
The Year 12
Performing Arts
& Media students
have now had 3
online tutorials
with Mrs Wright this week. It took
a while to get used to talking to
the top of their heads and making
sure that everyone could be heard
but they are all now experts! It
was nice to see Caitlyn’s new
puppy in the lesson today and
Tom’s brother (Luke -Year 10) also
made an appearance!
BTEC level 3 Performing Arts
students are all working really
hard on their Unit 2 ‘Developing

Skills and Techniques for Live
Performance’ alongside auditions
and preparations for our next school
production, which is very exciting!
A-Level Media students have
been analysing set music videos
for their Component 1 Section
A ‘Representation’ questions.
They are enjoying the set texts
which are ‘Riptide’ by Vance Joy
and ‘Formation’ by Beyonce.  
We are hoping to attempt some live
vocal training sessions very soon,
that could be interesting!
Keep up the good work folks
Mrs Wright

Lockdown
Donations
With short notice, the wonderful
team at TGAR managed to
source, bag and distribute food
parcels to some of our families.
We are incredibly proud of the
staff that helped to make this
happen and we have continued
to support those families
throughout the school closure.
No children in today so we
loaded the car up with our
science equipment and drove
to Worcester County so they
can distribute it to the NHS.
Remember to support and clap
tonight at 8pm. #Support our
NHS #Stayin #StaySafe

#desireforexcellance

Year 12 Performing Arts
www.redditch.tgacademy.org.uk
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March/April/May/June/July 2020

Lockdown
Working
From Home
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The Beatles
My favourite song performed by the Beatles is ‘Twist and
Shout’. This is because, unlike one of their other songs
‘Beautiful Dreamer’, it is a song that you can dance to,
kind of like a party song. It also gives you a kind of feel
good sensation. The tempo of it is quite fast meaning
that it gives you a small tingle down your spine. When
you listen to it for the first time, (as I have today), the
words sound loud and like a burst of colour is about to
obliterate in the sky at any given moment. My second
favourite song performed by the Beatles is ‘Help’. The
speedy tempo and loud dynamics are most certainly
what adds to the song itself as well with the melody. All
this tied together gives the song that little bit more of
an edge. The lyrics ‘Help! I need somebody. Help! Not
just anybody’ gives the idea that something bad has
happened and they really need help. Whatever inspired
this sensational song is really quite what this whole
world needs, to get up and have some fun. I really think
the Beatles were quite a fantastic band.
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#proudTGAR

March/April/May/June/July 2020
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March/April/May/June/July 2020

Lockdown
Artwork

2

1

“

Artwork created
by Ms Davis using
pencil, biro and
coffee...linked to
Mark Chagall’s
artwork and
composition &
stylisation.

3

Our art students:
1. Matt thinking about Manchester
United
2. Matt and Demi ... Dreaming about
Ice Cream
3. Demi looking at flowers
by Marina Davis 2020

”

Art lesson with Ms Davis

Matthe
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March/April/May/June/July 2020

Ms Davis
Food & Drink Project
Based on the
work of Giuseppe
Arcimbold, who was
an Italian painter best
known for creating
imaginative portrait
heads made entirely
of objects such as
fruits, vegetables,
flowers, fish and
books.
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Lockdown
Wildlife

Twit Twoo!
I thought I’d send a picture in as
Monday seemed to be nature day
here at Tudor Grange Academy in
Redditch.

The start of my day was freeing a
fellow deer who got spooked and
caught itself in some undergrowth.
It was followed by this tawny owl I
freed from the main school boiler
house.
I was more surprised than him as
he just sat and closed his eyes at
my attempts of getting him out but
he did open one eye and swivelled

#desireforexcellance

his head round to follow me as I
walked round him.

I managed to encourage him to fly
down the drive and into trees after
checking no obvious damage or
signs of injury.
When the students and teachers
leave the school nature is
beginning to thrive during this
pandemic. Cliff commented
that along with the Deer and
Owl he has also seen Muntjacs,
Buzzards, Sparrow Hawks, Newts,
Woodpeckers, Ducks, Geese,
Moorhens, Storks and Foxes.
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March/April/May/June/July 2020

Lockdown
Bake Off
During the COVID 19 school closures, we wanted
to keep our school community very much alive
by organising lots of activities that both staff,
students and the local community could be
involved in. One if the staff initiatives that we ran
was a staff baking competition!

Other schools across the Trust also ran this
competition which then lead to a Trust wide Bake off!
We had some very mouth watering entries and our
winner was Mrs Sealey’s NHS cake. The cake and
cupcakes were donated to the Alex hospital for all of
the hardworking NHS staff to enjoy

1

3

4

5

2

8
6

Miss C Down
Strawberry and cream meringue layer cake with
an almond and nut sponge made by me and my
little daughter :)

16

7

1. Miss Y Al-Daftary - Chocolate brownie
loaf with white chocolate topping
2. Mrs M Billingham - Lemon Layer Cake
3. Mrs M Powell - Bara Brith/Fruit Cake
4. Mrs S Thomson
5. Mrs J Cole
6. Banana Loaf
7. Banana and chocolate cupcakes
8. Victoria sandwich
9. Chocolate Brownies
10. Swan cut from an apple

www.redditch.tgacademy.org.uk
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March/April/May/June/July 2020
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Mrs Y Sealey with her wonderful NHS inspired
vanilla cake.
Mrs Sealey’s daughter is a ward sister at the Alexandra
Hospital and presented her ward with the velvety
vanilla cake and other wards had the pleasure of
enjoying the cupcakes.
Runners up were ……….Miss Jennings with her Union
Jack inspired creation and Mrs Tominski with her
biscuits.
Mrs Sealey’s creation will be put forward to join other
first place winners within the trust, with the overall
winner presented with £50 to donate to their chosen
charity.

Mrs Y Sealey
Velvety vanilla cakes
filled with Italian
meringue butter cream
and iced with fondant
icing. Velvety vanilla
cupcakes topped with
Italian meringue butter
cream

Mrs S
Tominski
Chocolate
Chip
Cookies &
New Zealand
YoYo’s
Miss C
Jennings
Union Jack
inspired
creation

Captain Thomas Moore
Thomas Moore (born 30 April 1920), popularly known as Captain Tom, is a former British Army officer
known for his achievements raising money for charity in the run-up to his 100th birthday during the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Moore served in India and
the Burma campaign during
the Second World War, and
later became an instructor in
armoured warfare. After the war,
he worked as managing director
of a concrete company and was
an avid motorcycle racer.
On 6 April 2020, at the age of
99, he began to walk laps of his
garden in aid of NHS Charities
Together, with the goal of
raising £1,000 by his hundredth
birthday. In the 24-day course of
his fundraising, he made many
media appearances and became
a popular household name in
the United Kingdom, generating
much interest in his life story,
earning a number of accolades
and attracting over 1.5 million

#desireforexcellance

individual donations. He featured
in a cover version of the song
“You’ll Never Walk Alone”,
with proceeds going to the same
charity. The single topped the
UK music charts and made him
the oldest person to achieve a UK
number one.
On the morning of his hundredth
birthday, the total raised by his
walk passed £30 million, and by
the time the campaign closed at
the end of that day had increased
to over £32.79 million. His
birthday was marked in a number
of ways, including flypasts by the
Royal Air Force and the British
Army. He received over 150,000
cards, and was appointed as
honorary colonel of the Army
Foundation College.

www.redditch.tgacademy.org.uk
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March/April/May/June/July 2020

VE Day Celebrations
Mrs M McN

ton

lin-Mor

amara

Ms J Car

tes

Mrs J Ba

alker

Mrs S W

Mrs M Po

well

Ms M Davis

Mrs S To

minski

18

www.redditch.tgacademy.org.uk

#proudTGAR

March/April/May/June/July 2020
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Board of Governors

If you are interested in joining our Board of Governors as a Parent Governor please contact Miss A Green
for more information on agreen@redditch.tgacademy.org.uk.

Parent Teacher Association (PTA)
For the last few years the school has ran a parent/carer forum, providing parents with an
opportunity to find out more about the school and its role in the wider community.

Working in
Partnership.

We are excited that this year that we are able to extend the working group and create a
PTA that will have a greater influence in supporting the school with a range of activities.

Together
is better.

To get involved in the PTA please contact Ms A Green on agreen@redditch.tgacademy.org.uk
for further information. Any Parent/carer who has a student at TGAR is welcome to join.
Please see our website for dates and times.

“

Finally, I would like to take this
opportunity to thank all of you for your
ongoing support and look forward to
many more successful events.

”

Jodie Bolter, Principal

Tudor Grange

Tudor Grange Academy Redditch

Academies Trust

Tudor Grange Academy Redditch
Woodrow Drive, Redditch, Worcestershire, B98 7UH
mainoffice@redditch.tgacademy.org.uk
www.redditch.tgacademy.org.uk
t. 01527 523088
f. 01527 514245
Principal: Jodie Bolter

@TGARedditch #proudTGAR #desireforexcellance
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