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Starting Your 
GCSEs



Message from 
our Principal



The purpose of this 
evening



Grading



Data we will share Projections: The grade we predict 
students will get at the end of 
Year 11 based on their 
performance in assessments

Minimum Expected Outcome: 
The minimum grade students 
should achieve

Target Grade: The grade students 
should aim for



Leaving with the 
best currency

English: 4
Maths: 4

English: 5
Maths: 5

English: 4
Maths: 3



Know the exam 
boards



Key Dates

2022/2023

HT1 GCSE Studies Start

HT2 TA1 Assessments

HT3 Yr10 TA1 Projections 
released
Yr10 Progress evening

HT4

HT5 TA2 Assessments

HT6 Yr10 TA2 Projections 
released



Key Dates
2023/2024

HT1 Elevate
Information Evening

HT2 After school revision starts
Elevate
Yr11 Mock Examinations
Yr11 Study Skills Evening
Sixth Form open evening
Yr11 Mock results released

HT3 Yr11 Progress Evening
Elevate

HT4 Yr11 Mock Examinations
Yr11 Mock Results Released

HT5 GCSE Exams Start

HT6 GCSE Exams End
Leavers Assembly
Prom



Revision Guides



Homework



A message from 
the SENDCo



Delving deeper 
into our core 
subjects



English at TGAR  

Mrs L Hyde – Associate College Leader Sixth Form, Learning & Teaching 
Mrs C Nottingham – Lead English 

Ms M Evans – Teacher of English and Media Studies 
Mr L Fielding – Teacher of English 
Ms M Kaur – Teacher of English 



GCSE Examinations 
Study of two GCSE qualifications, English Language (8700) and 
English Literature (8702)
Exam Board: AQA 
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english

English Language
• Students will sit two exams and each paper will be equally 

weighted at 50% 
• English Language Paper 1 ‘Explorations in Creative Reading and 

Writing’ (50%) 
• English Language Paper 2 ‘Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives 

(50%) 
• Students will also complete a Spoken Language Endorsement –

This endorsement is reported as a separate grade (Pass, Merit, 
Distinction or Not Classified) and will not contribute to the result of 
the GCSE English Language qualification.

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english


English Language Paper 1 

What's assessed

Section A: Reading

one literature fiction text

Section B: Writing

descriptive or narrative writing

Assessed

written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes

80 marks

50% of GCSE

Questions

Reading (40 marks) (25%)– one single text

1 short form question (1 x 4 marks)

2 longer form questions (2 x 8 marks)

1 extended question (1 x 20 marks)

Writing (40 marks) (25%)

1 extended writing question (24 marks for content, 16 marks for technical accuracy)



English Language Paper 2 
What's assessed
Section A: Reading
one non-fiction text and one literary non-fiction text
Section B: Writing
writing to present a viewpoint

Assessed
written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
80 marks
50% of GCSE

Questions
Reading (40 marks) (25%) – two linked texts
1 short form question (1 x 4 marks)
2 longer form questions (1 x 8, 1 x 12 marks)
1 extended question (1 x 16 marks)

Writing (40 marks) (25%)
1 extended writing question (24 marks for content, 16 marks for technical accuracy)



GCSE Examinations 

English Literature
• Students will sit two exams and study a range 

of texts to prepare them for this qualification 
• English Literature Paper 1 requires study of a 

Shakespeare play and a 19th Century Novel 
• This paper is weighted at 40% of the overall 

grade and is 1 hour 45 minutes 
• English Literature Paper 2 requires study of  a 

modern prose or drama text, an anthology of 
poems, and unseen poetry 
• This paper is weighted at 60% of the overall 

grade and is 2 hours 15 minutes 



English Literature Paper 1 
Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th-century novel
What's assessed
Shakespeare plays
The 19th-century novel

How it's assessed
written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
64 marks
40% of GCSE

Questions
Section A Shakespeare: students will answer one question on their play 
of choice. They will be required to write in detail about an extract from 
the play and then to write about the play as a whole.
Section B The 19th-century novel: students will answer one question on 
their novel of choice. They will be required to write in detail about an 
extract from the novel and then to write about the novel as a whole

Year 11 (2023 
examinations):
• Romeo and Juliet by 

William Shakespeare 
• A Christmas Carol by 

Charles Dickens

Year 10 (2024 
examinations): 
• Macbeth by William 

Shakespeare 
• A Christmas Carol OR

The Strange Case of 
Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde 
by Robert Louis 
Stevenson   



English Literature Paper 2 
Paper 2: Modern texts and poetry
What's assessed
Modern prose or drama texts
The poetry anthology
Unseen poetry

How it's assessed
written exam: 2 hour 15 minutes
96 marks
60% of GCSE

Questions
Section A Modern texts: students will answer one essay question from a choice of two on their 
studied modern prose or drama text.
Section B Poetry: students will answer one comparative question on one named poem printed 
on the paper and one other poem from their chosen anthology cluster.
Section C Unseen poetry: Students will answer one question on one unseen poem and one 
question comparing this poem with a second unseen poem

Modern Drama: An Inspector Calls 
by J.B. Priestley 

Poetry Anthology: Power and 
Conflict  



An Inspector Calls Grade 5 Response 
The candidate directly addresses the 
question, immediately citing ‘a conflict 
in viewpoint between the older 
generation and the younger generation 
as a result of age difference’. Well-
selected quotations are used throughout 
the response to support the points 
made.
In response to the first bullet point the 
response shows understanding of the 
differing political views of the older and 
younger generations. The candidate 
shows good contextual understanding of 
the taught text, recognising the 
significance of the upper class family 
façade that the Birlings have adopted 
throughout the play’. An informed 
personal response is evident in some of 
the assertions made. 



Section B: Question Paper and Mark Scheme 
The poems you have studied are: 
Ozymandias 
London 
Extract from The Prelude 
My Last Duchess
The Charge of the Light Brigade 
Exposure 
Storm on the Island 
Bayonet Charge 
Remains 
Poppies 
War Photographer 
Tissue 
The Emigree 
Checking Out Me History 
Kamikaze 



Year 10 Overview 

Homework will be set once a week and will relate to the fundamental learning and teaching of that week. 
Students will revisit and retain key information through these activities and be expected to complete exam-style 

responses at home (30 minutes). 



Websites and Revision Guides 
Websites: 
• AQA 
• BBC Bitesize 
• Oak Academy 
• Revision World 
• SparkNotes 
• York Notes 
• YouTube 

Revision Guides: 
CGP ‘The Text Guide’ 
CGP ‘GCSE AQA English Literature / Language Complete Revision and Practice’
Snap Revision 



GCSE Combined Science-
Trilogy 

Mr A. Grubb (Head of 
Science)
Mr B Lumley 
Mr B Wilkes 
Miss L Lane 
Miss J Bates 
Mr M Fleeman 
Mr M Winkworth 
(Technician) 



Subject Content: 

Biology
1. Cell biology
2. Organisation
3. Infection and response
4. Bioenergetics
5. Homeostasis and 
response
6. Inheritance, variation 
and evolution
7. Ecology

Physics

18. Energy

19. Electricity

20. Particle model of 
matter

21. Atomic structure

22. Forces

23. Waves

24. Magnetism and 
electromagnetism

Chemistry

8. Atomic structure and the periodic table

9. Bonding, structure, and the properties of 
matter

10. Quantitative chemistry

11. Chemical changes

12. Energy changes

13. The rate and extent of chemical change

14. Organic chemistry

15. Chemical analysis

16. Chemistry of the atmosphere

17. Using resources



Assessments 

Biology
Paper 1: Biology topics 1–4

Paper 2: Biology topics 5–7

Multiple choice, structured, 
closed short answer, and open 
response

Physics

Paper 1:Physics topics 18–21

Paper 2: Physics topics 22–24

Multiple choice, structured, 
closed short answer, and 
open response

Chemistry

Paper 1: Chemistry topics 8-12

Paper 2: Chemistry topics 13-17

Multiple choice, structured, 
closed short answer, and open 
response



Required Practicals



Timeline Biology Chemistry Physics

Ye
ar

 9

Te
rm

 3

• Cells • Atomic Structure Part 1
• The Periodic Table Part 1
• Structure and bonding Part 1

• Energy Crisis

Ye
ar

 1
0 Te

rm
 1

• Organisation, Breathing and 
Digestion

• The Cardiovascular System

• Atomic structure Part 2
• The Periodic Table part 2
• Structure and Bonding Part 2
• Energy Changes

• Energy Crisis
• Molecules and Matter

Te
rm

 2 • Non –Communicable Diseases
• Health and Disease

• Quantitative Chemistry 1
• Chemical Reactions

• Radioactivity
• Energy and problem Solving
• Electrical Circuits

Te
rm

 
3

• Plants
• Humans and The Environment

• Electrolysis
• Rates

• Electricity In The Home
• Laws Of Forces and Motion

Ye
ar

 1
1

Te
rm

 1

• The Nervous System
• Hormones
• Reproduction
• DNA and Genetics

• Quantitative Chemistry/acids 
2

• Reversible Reactions

• Motion Graphs and Acceleration
• Waves
• Electromagnetic Spectrum

Te
rm

 2

• Organisms and their 
environment

• Evolution and Extinction
• Genetic Technology

• Organic Chemistry
• The Atmosphere
• Using Resources

• Electromagnetism

Te
rm

 3

• Revision and Exams • Revision and Exams • Revision and Exams



6 Mark Questions

• 6 mark questions may require explanations, examples to illustrate a specified 
concept, judgements of advantages and disadvantages, a description of a 
process or an experimental method. 
• Marks are awarded for scientific content and the quality of the writing. 
• This means key ideas must be clear and the explanation must make sense, 

the points in a logical order. 
• Most students lose marks because their answers lack sufficient detail eg

scientific vocabulary or because their answer is rambling or confused. 
• Markschemes will usually include graded answers (low=1-2 marks, 3-4, 5-6) 

and examiners will decide which description fits best, then award the higher 
or lower score depending on the quality of writing. 
• Aim for between 4 and 6 scientific points or steps in a process; if opposing 

viewpoints are needed include points for and against, or examples of 
plants and animals etc.



Question 



Answer- Written 

Your written answer should be 
in coherent and logical 
sentences. 

If you need to, cross off bits of 
the exam question once you 
have covered them so you 
know what you have left to 
cover. 

This is an example of a 6 mark 
answer. 



Homework Plan 

Year 9

20 recall questions per 
fortnight  

Year 11 

20 recall questions per 
fortnight 

Additional exam questions 
from each Science- teacher 
choice 

Past papers to complete 
over half terms   

Year 10

20 recall questions per 
fortnight- minimum

Additional exam 
questions from each 
Science- teacher choice  



Useful Websites 
• BBC Bitesize (AQA- Combined Science): 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z8r997h
• Seneca Learning: Seneca - Learn 2x Faster (senecalearning.com)
• Fuseschool: https://www.fuseschool.org/
• Khan Academy: https://www.khanacademy.org/
• Crash course: https://thecrashcourse.com/
• Science Shorts: 

https://www.youtube.com/user/ScienceShorts/videos
• Save my exams: https://www.savemyexams.co.uk/
• Primrose Kitten: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBgvmal8AR4QIK2e0EfJwaA

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z8r997h
https://app.senecalearning.com/sign-up
https://www.fuseschool.org/
https://www.khanacademy.org/
https://thecrashcourse.com/
https://www.youtube.com/user/ScienceShorts/videos
https://www.savemyexams.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBgvmal8AR4QIK2e0EfJwaA


GCSE Maths
Mr Hampton (Head of 
Maths)
10X-Ma1 - Mr Feiven
10X-Ma2 - Miss Pace 
10Y-Ma1 - Mr Feiven
10Y-Ma2 - Miss Pace

Mr Davies



GCSE Maths

• Maths is split into higher (grades 9-
3) and foundation (grades 5-1)
• In each tier there are three 

90minute papers, each worth 80 
marks
• Paper 1 on both tiers is non-

calculator, papers 2 and 3 are 
calculator



The assessments will cover the 
following content headings: 
1. Number
2. Algebra 
3. Ratio, proportion and rates 

of change 
4. Geometry and measures 
5. Probability 
6. Statistics

The table below illustrates the topic 
areas covered in this qualification 
and the topic area weightings for 
the assessment of the Foundation 
tier and the assessment of the 
Higher tier.





AO1 AO2

AO3



Homework

Support is available for all 
students between 15:20 and 
16:20 every Monday in the IT 
rooms



Year 10 – Half Term 1

Foundation



Aspire
Attend

Achieve


