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Message from the College Leaders...

Dates for your Diary

Mr G Bastock
Congratulations to Leah Share and George Widdop who have both received the nomination for
College Leader attitude and Attendance reward. Leah for her participation in the open evening
presentation. Leah was very positive and was able to talk in front of all the prospective students
having only been at TGAR for a matter of weeks. She has been very cheerful throughout the
term. George has been very proactive about securing a place for post-16. He has researched
and applied for a placement at Welbeck College to train as an Officer in the Army. He has
completed his first round of interviews which has gone very well and now looks forward to the
next stage in the application process. Good luck George!
Congratulations to Sophie Payne and Elliot Blakemore who are nominated school council
college leaders for Orion.
Drop in Sessions: Monday’s 3pm to 4.30pm
Email: gbastock@redditch.tgacademy.org.uk

Wednesday, 16th November 2016
4.30pm - 7pm : Year 11 Parents
Evening
Tuesday, 22nd November
6pm - 8pm: Sixth Form Open Evening
Wednesday, 23rd November 2016
6pm to 7pm: Parent/Carer
Information Evening
7.00pm Performing Arts Showcase

Mrs M McNamara
Pictor College are pleased to announce that Ruben Resende and Missy Harrison will be
Pictor College Captains. They are both looking forward to representing their college and
working with the Academy to further improve the experience students have here.
Drop in Sessions: Thursday’s 3pm to 4.30pm
Email: mcnamara@redditch.tgacademy.org.uk

Thursday, 15th December 2016
Christmas Fayre; Term Ends
Friday, 16th December 2016
Inset Day
Tuesday, 3rd January 2017
Students Return to school

Mr D Gariff
I was so pleased to see so many Vela students in the rewards afternoon on Friday, 4th November. Vela continue to set the standard for attendance and rewards so keep logging those
stickers!
I am incredibly proud of the achievements so far this year of all Vela students but College
rewards for half term one goes to Joe Thompson and Justice Jones. Joe has set the benchmark for effort and attitude with his involvement in the couch to 5K training
sessions. He continues to run further and faster each week and long may it continue. Justice
has demonstrated outstanding attitudes to learning across all subjects so far in Year 11 and
is predicted to achieve fantastic results in the summer.
Drop in Sessions: Thursday’s 3pm to 4.30pm
Email: dgariff@redditch.tgacademy.org.uk

Miss N Crehan & Miss C Waterhouse (The Hive)
If you have any concerns or questions in relation to your child and their SEN provision, please
feel free to come in and discuss these:

Drop in session: Tuesday’s 3pm— 4.30pm
Contact Mrs L Poole on 01527 830772
Email lpoole@redditch.tgacademy.org.uk

Attendance
Orion

Pictor

Vela

Year 7

Year 9

Year 10

Year 11

94.4%

92.2%

92.5%

92%

92%

92.4%

93.5%

Cash Biometric Scanning Machine
Please be advised that our machine is not yet programmed to accept the new £5.00 note at present. We are
planning to upgrade the machine when the new £10.00 notes are circulated next year. Our apologies for the
short term inconvenience. Please ensure your child has the appropriate notes and change for the machines.

Thursday, 12th January 2017
4.30pm - 7.30pm
Years 7 and 9 Parent’s Evening
Tuesday, 24th January 2017
6.00pm—7.300pm
Parents Information Evening
Wednesday, 25th January 2017
4.30pm—7.00pm
Year 10 Parent’s Evening
Thursday, 26th January 2017
6.00pm—7.00pm
Parent/Carer Forum
Friday, 17th February 2017
Last day of term; return to school
Monday 27th February 2017.

Pets As Therapy (PAT)
We have recently enlisted the help of a furry friend, Ozzie. Ozzie works for the charity Pets As Therapy and has been working with a
number of students.
The charity states “Many children seem naturally comfortable in the presence of dogs. Parents and teachers can use this special relationship to enhance literacy skills and encourage reading in a relaxed environment, with dog and child sitting together. This contact between dog and child encourages physical interaction which helps to put the child at ease. The dog acts as a non-judgemental listener
and offers comfort to the child who may find reading difficult or stressful.
On average over 6000 children per week, across the country, benefit from this unique experience and the results are outstanding.” You
can find out more about PAT by checking out their website at: www.http://petsastherapy.org
We look forward to working with Ozzie and seeing the benefits he will bring.
My name is Ozzie and I am around 6 years old. I have some difficulties which you may be able to relate
to: I have separation anxiety and I never really learned how to play with toys because I was on my own as
a pup.
I am originally from Ireland where I found myself as a stray dog at 6 months old with no one to look
after me. I was then taken by a Dog Rescue Charity called Heathlands who collected me and took me to
England. It was there where I met my new Mum who fell in love with me instantly, despite me being
smelly and tangled.
Once I settled in, my Mum decided that I was a nice calm dog so thought perhaps I could help other
people. So I went for an assessment with a charity called Pets as Therapist and they pulled my tail, ears
and feet and also tested me for things like how I reacted to loud bangs to which I just wagged my tail. I
love being a Pet Therapist because I get lots of cuddles and I love being around people.
I greet students who are anxious and stressed about coming in to the school environment to encourage
them to engage with staff and other students as they all want to have some fuss off me. I sit next to the various students I am around
and let them give me lots of cuddles which instantly relaxes them and their stresses disappear allowing them to communicate to staff.
I also walk around the school with the students helping them to locate various points within the school so they know where to go.
At the end of my time with the students I walk them back down to reception to greet their parents with a smile where again I get a
big farewell fuss until next time.

What the students say about me..
"Ozzie is a very friendly dog and as soon as he enters the
room, he lights it up with happiness"
"I think Ozzie is very friendly and makes me very happy"
"Ozzie is a very cute, friendly dog and is very good for a
companion. He's good for taking walks and I hope to see
him again"
“When I met Ozzie I felt very calm, he sat by me and he
gave me his paw when I asked him; he is a very friendly dog
and went to sleep by me, he is great 11 out of 10!
“nice to be greeted by him; helps me socialise with others;
I felt very calm”
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Focus on Drop Down Day
Personal, Social, Health and Citizenship

Year 7 students working together to build the highest tower

The first of TGAR’s six “Drop Down Days”, was on Friday 22nd October. These
days enable students to spend the day immersed in activities with a common
focus of Personal, Social, Health and Citizenship Education.
Each year group has a particular focus which is specific to their needs. Year 7
have begun by developing their team building and learning skills; enabling a
smooth transition into secondary education. They examined a number of learning
styles exploring the benefits of each and further looked at which type of learner
they are. This will help them as they develop and grow in their studies at TGAR.
During the afternoon this was extended to developing teamwork. By building
towers year 7 were able to review how working together collaboratively allowed
the team to achieve a better outcome.
The winning team, who were 20cm's higher than anyone else was Tom Partridge,
Josh Shewell and Jordan Wilson. However Liberty Hollinshead, Ashleigh Jones
and Kace- Jane Tongue Gibbs were highly commended for their superb and very
stable structure.

Year 9 started their drop down sessions through exploring the skills
needed in the workplace. In2Ambition, our careers advisors, supported
a session where students had to guess the job of the visitor by asking
them questions about their job and the skills required to perform it.
There were a range of vocations which included accountant, builder,
lawyer, police inspector and hospitality / events. Students in year 9
gained a deeper insight into the skills required in the workplace and
identified that these extend beyond the academic requirements.

Year 10 developed their entrepreneur skills by preparing for a Dragons Den experience. Students were asked to develop a product and then
deliver a presentation to the “Dragons” for their business idea. Through exploring the legal system from a business perspective students
developed a greater understanding of how a business operates. Students were very inventive with their products and developed excellent
pitches for a variety of products: Smart trainers that warm/cool your feet when needed, a condiments pen that dispenses different condiments
in a controlled manner and an iChair, a chair full of gadgets for the lazy person. The winning group designed and pitched an excellent product
of an environmentally friendly plane that was solar powered. They had considered a number of facts including the social and economic benefits of their design idea. Year 10 were also able to immerse themselves in the legal system of the UK and were able to investigate the different
types of law, court and legal roles in today’s legal system.
Year 11 had the opportunity to explore life after school with particular focus on employment. Students worked through their requirements in the
world of work, studying the law of Health and Safety and how that is applied in the workplace. This was extended further to their roles and
responsibilities with the work place with students. By exploring the infra-structure of industry students explored how responsibility within the
workplace is distributed. By looking at a variety of scenarios in different settings, students have now a greater understanding of the functions
in an organisation and how they relate to each other; an important aspect of employment.

Local Employers come back to School
As part of ‘Drop Down Day’ local businesses and employers worked in collaboration with Garry Coffey our Careers Advisor from In2Ambition.
They spent part of their day at school speaking with students about working and employment. The students were very enthusiastic about the
events of the day and had the opportunity to talk to Mr D Wilson, an Accountant from WMP, Pam Osborne, Events Organiser from the Abbey
Hotel & Golf Club, Keith Davies a Builder with Oakland Int., and a Lawyer Mr C Ballallery.
Students were in small groups and spoke directly to each person about employability skills, how they got to where they have, the qualifications
need for their type of jobs and to talk about their roles within the company.
At the end of the sessions there was a question and answer session where students were able to ask open questions. It was a great experience
for the Years 7 to 11 students who all participated who had an interesting and fact filled day. A huge “Thank You” to our guests.
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Around the School
Due to a TED day Macmillan Coffee morning took
place on a Thursday this year on 29th September.
It was well supported by staff and students which
was helped by the lovely cakes the sixth formers had made.

Fundraising

A fantastic amount of money was raised. Thank you all for your
support and donations. Well done everyone involved!

First School Support — Art Day
On the Tuesday, 15th November, Tudor Grange Academy Redditch will be welcoming Feckenham First School to the Art Department, where
Year 3 and 4 pupils will use collage methods and ceramics to explore the work of Picasso. We can’t wait to see the creativity of the students
and what the pupils produce!

We will update you in the next newsletter of the days events!

Congratulations to the Year 10 Basketball team for beating Arrow Vale 68-21 in their 1st match this season!
'A variety of year groups took part in a local
Sainsbury's School Games Trampolining
competition at Arrow Vale Academy on Friday,
21st October. Representing Year 9 was Henry
Willison; Year 10 we had Jasmine Crane and Jess Cann and Year
11, Aleysha Bluck and Courtney Evesham.

Trampolining

We had a fantastic competition with all our competitors ranking
extremely highly in their categories. Our Year 11 girls won both their
categories, bagging two gold medals for TGAR!

PE Extra Curricular
Oct—Dec 2016

A fantastic time was had by all, and thank you to those who took
part, and to those who are committed to the Trampolining club.
Keep up the good work team!'
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Message from the Principal
I hope everyone had a restful term and is looking forward to the rest of the Autumn term. Last week, saw the first of our Attendance and
Achievement awards taking place. Student voice at the end of term last year suggested that students wanted more rewards for those who
always attend on time and do well; so we have put in place a new programme of awards. All of the awards have been selected by the students
and this term they chose an afternoon cinema treat! It was lovely to see so many students in this award and we hope to see even more in this
terms. We have such a wonderful body of students and it is important that we celebrate this regularly. To add to this, this week, we found out
that Issy Griffiths have once again been selected to compete in the National Swimming trials and we all wish her the best of luck. This week
also marks Remembrance Day and once again we will be supporting this with a ceremony led by our cadets. We will post pictures in our next
newsletter of this ceremony and do watch out for the film of the ceremony on our twitter account. For those that do not currently follow us on
twitter you can find us on @TGARedditch.

What’s going on?……. Wednesday, 23rd November 2016

Mrs. J Bolter

Parent/Carer Working Party
Our parent/carer working party is a group that work in collaboration with the school to improve on any issues or items raised through
the parental body.
If you'd like to be involved in our parent working group please do not hesitate to contact us.
For more information please email Andrea Green on agreen@redditch.tgacademy.org.uk

Parent Information Evening
The next meeting will also be held on Wednesday, 23rd November: 6.00—7.00pm. The presentation is about E-Safety for Students
and Parents, we look forward to seeing you there.
For more information please email Andrea Green on agreen@redditch.tgacademy.org.uk

Performing Arts Showcase
On Wednesday, 23rd of November, Tudor Grange Academy Redditch will be celebrating the talent in the Performing Arts department
in their first Performing Arts Showcase of the academic year. This exciting evening will allow students to showcase all the creative
work they have put into their courses so far. The highlights of the evening will include performances from the Year 10 Dance class
who have been working on their group and solo performances. We will also have an opportunity to see some fantastic performances
from the Year 10 and 11 Music students, the very talented Sixth Form students and other invited performers from across the
school. As always, this Performing Arts evening promises to be entertaining and exciting for the audience and a fantastic learning
experience for the students involved.
Tickets will be available on the door from 6.30pm: £3 Adults, £1.50 concessions. This performance will start at 7.00pm and doors will
open at 6.45pm.

Notice for the election of Parent Governor
We are seeking nominations for one parent governor to serve on the Tudor Grange Academy Redditch Local Governing Body.
If you are a parent or guardian of a student at Tudor Grange Academy Redditch and interested in putting yourself forward for election, would
you please express your interest by emailing office@redditch.tgacademy.org.uk. If you would like to stand for election, you are required to
complete the necessary forms and have it signed and dated by the Proposer and Seconder (who must be parents/guardians of pupils
currently at Tudor Grange Academy Redditch) together with five other parents of students currently at the academy. Completed nomination
forms must be returned to school addressed to Mrs Andrea Green (Clerk to Governors) by 11th November at 12noon.
The candidates are requested to include on the form a short statement of no more than 250 words (words beyond this maximum will not be
included in the statement) and detail:

 Their background and reasons for wanting to be a governor at Tudor Grange;
 How their vision and values supports that of the Academy
 What particular skills set they will be bringing to the governing body
If more than two nominations are registered you will receive a Notice of Poll, details of candidates and ballot papers on 18 th November. The
ballot will be held for 3 days commencing 23rd November the poll will close on 25th November 12-noon. Ballot papers will be counted on
Friday 25th November.
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Every Newsletter we will introduce some
of our fantastic staff members to you:
College Mentors
The College mentors at TGAR offer students a wealth of support, both academically, and in a pastoral capacity. They are a
focused, passionate and professional body, that consider the needs of the whole person. Every day, the college mentors are
responsible for the development of the students in their own colleges but offer support to the whole academy body too. Elaine,
our extremely experienced and wonderfully calm member of the team, Dave, our consistent and passionate member of the
team and Helen, our supportive and fantastically caring member of the team, make up this outstanding provision and would
welcome any contact from parents and carers outside of the school.
Mr D Cooney
Mentor for Orion College
Telephone: 01527 523088 extn. 2076
I moved to the England from Ireland to study at University in Birmingham in 2007 and completed my Degree in PE
and Geography. I joined at TGAR as a Teaching Assistant in February 2015; I moved into the position of Mentor in
September 2015. My goal is to achieve my PGCE qualification to move into teaching.

Mrs H Curtiss
Mentor for Pictor College
Telephone: 01527 523088 extn. 2075
After completing three years of study in Higher Education I gained qualifications in Teaching and Learning and
Leadership and Management in Children and Young Peoples Services. Following this I worked as a volunteer at
several local Redditch schools and the YMCA and I joined TGAR in September 2015. I previously owned my own
catering business where I was Head Chef and I am also a qualified Hairdresser and brush up my skills on family
and friends.

Mrs E Dart
Mentor for Vela College
Telephone: 01527 523088 extn. 2074
Since leaving Worcester University in the early 1990's I have worked with children of all ages starting in a
children’s residential care home for students with severe medical and behavioural issues, from early years
through to Post 16.
I have worked at TGAR for 11 years, originally as a Pastoral Manger, more recently as a Learning Mentor
responsible for supporting the student’s social, emotional and academic needs.
Following my passion for working with young people, I have recently become involved in a Leominster
children's charity delivering conductive education for young people which is proving a huge but enjoyable
challenge.
When I am not working I love spending time with my grandchildren, baking and trying Mrs Jones bakes in the
office.

Tudor Grange Academy Redditch
Woodrow Dirve
Redditch
Worcestershire
B98 7UH
Phone: 01527 523088
Fax: 01527 514245
E-mail: office@redditch.tgacademy.org.uk

Any Questions?
If you have any queries about the items in this newsletter please
contact office@redditch.tgacademy.org.uk
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